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AN is not only made capable of ori 
forward, bur is ſtrongly-inclined ro do-#, 
'=nd cannot avoid a greater of leſs degree S 
thotght and concern about fururity; and t 
goot or evil which he ſhall be the ſubject Sf 
bereafter. Theſe are the objects of all his hopes 
and fears, and afford preat ſcope for the c&45 
tinual exerciſe of them, and thoſe. affeti&5s 
which attend them ; by which he 1s inftuence#; 
more of lefs, in all his condud. And thous 
moſt of mankind appear to confine their pr 
pects chiefly or altog! ther within the narte 
hmits of this life, WW, fect little concerned abatt 
nat which mey take Hite after they leave ts 
world ; yet who' is there that will not pip- 
nounce this very unreaſonable, * on the A 
ſerious refleion, and confider it as an evidettce, 
among a thouſand others, of human depravisy ? 
We are certainly capable of exiſtence it; 'A 
future ſtate ; yea, of contihuing to exiſt with- 
ont end ; and there 1s nothing 1n reaſon or He 
pericnce to render this ;mprobable - but mac: 
ta induce us to behieve, that this preſeti It 13 
only. preparatory to our exiſting im an en&=13 
ſtate hereafter ; and that we ſhall be happysoc 
miſerable there, according as We are the obj&ts 
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of the favor of our Maker, or not. Therefore, this 
our future exiſtence 1s the moſt intereſting and 
important to us, and demands our greateſt and 
molt ferrous attention, and concern, and the 
highe(t exerciſe of our hopes and fears. 

It 1s true, mndecd, that when - we: turn our 
thoughts to this ſubjet, we at once feel that 
reaſon alone will yever_ enable us to determing, 
without hetitation, many important 1guiries 
about a future [fate ; and that mankind would 


þ 
Ibe lefrin great and moſt undefirable uncertainty 
and darkneſs, reſpecting all things that-relate to 


the inviſible world, without ſome other afiift- 
ance ; and that it is therefore greatly defirable, 
and of infinite impartance, that God, who is 
able, ſhould afhi{t man, by a particular revelation 
of his wiil and deſign, with regard to a future 
ſtate. And this might not only be a ground of 
hope that God may thus favor his creature man, 
to whom he grants ſo many favors m his pro- 
vidence, and ſhows” himfielt Propitious ; Dur at. 
fords, good reaſon to conclude he Nas actually 
given ſuch a revelation: And may ſerve to excite 
our gratitude to God, who fhnd ourfelves in 
actual pollcſion of a revelation which bears 
every mark, and is attended with all the evidence 
of its divine original, that can be defired, or even 
conceived; and ought to Jead us to feel the 
great obligations we are under to, attend to it, 
with a ſerious and honeſt mind, ready to receive 
the dictates of heaven on this important point, 
whatever we may find to be revealed, All 
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All who admit the ſcriptures of the old + : 
new-teſtaments to be from God,. agree that} 
1s there revealed, that they hb hell Dc re deem 
from (in, and made happy dy Chriſt the Sa vioug 
ſhall have an uncealing exiſtence in perfe& 
happineſs 12 bis derlaſtin op kirgdom, . But ef 
have diffired much about the future ex! [tenes 
and puniſhment of thoſe who Jo het. embraee 
the goſpel in this liſe ; but live and dic in the 
fins. Moſt - who have lived in the chriſligh 
world haye profelled to believe, that it 18 as cite alt'y 
revealed thar the lattcr ſhall exilt forever SS) 
endleſs puniſhment, as that the former ſhall} 
happy without end. 'But a number. have «&- 
nied this. Some have expreſſed a :confideree 
that all the wicked hail Ct aſe ro exilt, and: he 
annihilated, either immediarely upon the def Þ 
ol the body, or after they have continued; m 
miſery.” and been puniſhed during a profes 
length of time Others are confid JEN, Call De 
proved from ſcripture, that all the human 1 © 
will be finally and eternally happy. - Some Ph 
theſe allow, thatrthey who die 11 their fins'y IN 
be puniſhed for a ſeaſon, even after. the dat- of 
juigment, as an effCual diſcipline to 1th 
them tro repentance. But others confilet 
aſſerc that all will be happy at the day of ji! 


mto perfect bleſſzdneſs, when they leave ' 
world. | 


The deſign of the following i 1Nquiry 18 #. 
fall 
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ſt all who are defirous to know the truth, - in 
examining this point in the Iight of the lacred 
oracles; and to help them to ſee the reaſonavler 
nels of what is there revealed concerning It, 
and to anſwer the moſt material objections that 
have been made aganiſt nt. There {cems to be a 
ſpecial call for this now, as the denial of endleſs 
puniſhment has been more open and. common 
of late, and the doctrine of univerſal ſalvation; 
though in different forms, is zealopily eſpotiled 
by many. 

F We have no reaſon to think the difference of 
"Fettiment on !o important and intere (t11g a point, 
among thoſe who profeſs to form their different 
opinions from divine revelation, 1s owing: to 
any defett in the bible, or becauſe the--truth 
reſpecting it is not revealed with ſufficient plain» 
neſs. This diverſity and oppofition of lentt: 
ment, therctore, mult be wholly owing to the 
faulty prejudices, and ey1il biaſes in the minds 
of men, which indiſpole them to bclieve the 
truth, and Jead them to miſunderſtand and per- 
vert the holy ſcriptures ; even where that which 
is revealed is very plain ard deciſive. 

Whoever attends to the different and oppoſite 
fenuments on almoſt every point in rehgion, 
which have been and are embraced, .even by 
thole who have the bible in their hands, and 
appeal to that for the ſupport of what they be- 
eye, will: have ſvfhcient reaſon to determine, 
tat no ſtanding reyclation can be given frem 
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heaven, however perfect, plain and deciſive, 
that cannot be mj{underſtood and perverted} by : 
men of corrupt and perverie minds. It dixtye: 
revelation be ſo formed, that they cannot faak pf 
fecing every - inporrant truth contained eo Ph 
who give ſuitable attention to it, and hayess 
meek, humble, honeſt mind ; 41-45 ſuited torans. 
ſwer all the defirable ends of a revelation, hizyw= 
ever t may be abuſed awd pery s rn by tgrſe 
who do not: Jove the truth, in ſupport” al the 
moſt groſs and hurtfal errors. ; 
We therefore have all deſirable encoutllies 
ment to ſearch the ſcriptures, that we muy lean 
what will'be the certatn conſequence of fg 
and dying in fit; -what will be the puniſhalqant 
of the wicked 1n the future ſtare ; as wu 13 Egr- 
tainly there plainly revealed ; and howgyer 
men have diftered, and. many}. have run 8to 
great and dangerous errors on this point, We 
may have the comfortable affurance, that: Fe 
ſhall know what is the truth reſpeQting thiggm- 
portant article, if with meekneſs and imparfia- 
lity we be ready to receive and love what $od 
has revealed. But as many have failed of =Þis, 
and have come to the bible full of prejue ces 
againſt the truth there revealed, and diſpoſe1 {@ 
believe nothing contained in divine revelaton, 
which is not agreeable to their corrupted miils'; 
and ſo have not believed! the truth, and Says 
been juſtly given up to ſtrong deluſion, tegbe- 
lieyve a lc and we atcZ liable to: the yt 
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and dreadful conſtquence ; let us therefore rake 
heed to ouriclves, and humbly, with carneſtneſs 
and conſtancy, look to the Father of Iights, that 
he may give us an honeſt heart, and ſo open our 
minds to underſtand the {criptures, that we may 
find the truth after which we are now jnquir- 
mg, and have our hearts eſtabliſhed in it, and 
be directed to improve it to his glory, our 
own eternal good, end the beackt- of our Y 
neizhbour, 
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TN which it is inquires, whether the Þ 
{ ed will bz punſhed in the future State ; 

and what the holy Scriptures rearh cm 
cerning this. 


UCH is faid in the fe ripture CONCEern- 
| Ing the evil and puniſhment that; will 
. 2 | come on the wicked in a future 2 10Y 
This obſervation will be ſufficigply 
Muſtrated by the following paſſages ; the jgh 
they do not coftain all that is ſaid on this} $b- 
ject in the infpired writings. 
The evils which God brings on men in" Wc 
world for their firts, and his *ofcen deſtraying 
them in a terrible manner, as a teiftimany #t- hs 
diſpleaſure with them, many inſtances of which 
we find recorded in facred writ, do foreE 
the future puniſhment of the wi ;cked, and-m: 
well be conſidered as a ſfanding evidence 22nd 
admonition of this. * Tie 


* It is true indeed, that many make the evils they {ig} } 
this liie, an. argument that they ſhall be happy an thet 
world, and are hence confident, as it has been often & 


ſed, that all the hell they fa!) have, is in this world. 


£3 
The deſtruftion of the old world by the 


flood, when only one family was ſaved ; the 
overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 
deliverance of Lot, are conſidered, by Chriſt and 
his apoſtles, 2s emblems or types of the deltruc- 
tion or puniſhment of the wicked in the furure 
ſtate, and the falvation of God's people. Mat. þ 
XXV1. 37, 33. © But as the days of Noah were, \} 
fo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of man be, 
For as in the days that: were before the flood, 
they were cating and drinking, &c. unnl: the 
day'that Noah entered into the ark, and knew 
| not-till the flood came and touk them all away; 
Jt Jo ſhalt alſo the coming of the Son of man be.” 2Pe. 
|} 4. 5, &c. © For if God ſpared not the old 
Fi world, but ſsved Noah, bringing in- the flood 
i} vpon the world of the ungudly ; and turning 
I ; the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah unto aſhes, 
7 condemned them with an overthrow, .maxng 
them an en/amplie to thoſe that after ſhould live un- 
god!y ; and del;vered juſt Lor, The Lord know- 
eth how to dehver the godly out of temptation, 
and to referve the unjuſt unto the day of juagment to 
be puniſhed.” Here the apoſtle makes thele de- 
ſtructions of the wicked an argument that the 
ungodly in general will be puniſhed in the fy- 
rure 


aw DCs eo CeTo#s wo cv Oct eg Wien oe PAPAS - ono 
© > At 2 2 - 
_ 
X 8 _ 44> _ — — 4 Wo, 
_ > He —  wI- 


" 

— 

" A 

wo oO OG YEA I EO OD CE TE en. ts A. MS ls 
ro 

OE 


Re IS 


But this way cf arguing is evidently owing totheis being in- 
ſenfible and greatly ftgy1d, with teſpedt to the evil of fin, nnd 
the magnitude of thu own crimes, ard their Tooking on 
themfelves in a meaſure innocent, Hence they conciude, 
that the evils they ſuffer here in body and mind, are full as 
much as they dclerve, and indeed & great deal mor, 
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we ſtate, and after the day of- judgme 6 
54 therefore teaches us to conſider them- 
this light, and by them to learn. the diftinaift 
God will make berween the: godly and un; 
at the laſt day. © In rhe ſame ighe St. Jude c;3» 
fiders the deitruttion of Sodom, &c. ** Bve 13s 


Sodom and Gomorrah, giving themſelyes vrer . : 


to tor: Cation; and gol! 10 after ſtrange lab, 
are ſ*t forth for an example, [uffering the vengeaas? 
of eternal fire.” _ In this view, the bible 1s ail 
of admonitions of the cer ain puniſhment; 48 
all thac live ungodly, when the righteous Ky 
be c OITTD DIerely vered 11d enter 11to ever- 
laſting life. "A contrary a om is pointed Abc 
for the wicked; 

When God reveals a Saviour, by Moſes, nd | 
promiſeth he ſhall come 1inro the. world, in he 
character of 'a prophet, he adds the followdbg 
words, Deut. xvii. 19. * And it ſhall eatye 
to paſs that whoſoever will not hearken utto 
my words, which he ſhall peak in my namis Z 
will require it of him.” That 1s, he ſhall anſyiet 
fo me tor it, and I will deal with him, and j- 
niſh him aceordingly. Therefore when St, Pe 
quotes this paſſage, he expreſles the true ſe-iſe . 
in the following words, © He-ſhall be deſtrozed 
from among his people.” This 1s an carly :te- 
claration, that rezeftion of Chriſt 1n this wojdd, 

would prove fatal to men ; and that he would 
be fo far from faving ail mes, thatthey who ſal 
dilregard him m this life, will certainly bs 

C puniſhes; 
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puniſhed with a peculiarly aggravated de- 


7 ftrution. 


We find at awful threatning of God to the 
wicked, who continue his incorrigible enemies, 
through this life, under all the merhods taken 
to reclaim them, in Deut. xxx1i. 25, &c, * To 
me belongeth vengeance and recumpence, their 
foot ſhall fhae in due time ; for the day of 
their calamity is at hand, and the things that 
fhall come upon them make haſte, For 1 lift 
kmy hand to heaven, and fay 1 live forever, If 
I whet my glittering ſword, and mine hand take 
hold on judgment; 1 will render vengeance to 
mine enemies, and will reward them that hate 
me. 1 will make mine arrows drunk with 
blood, and that with the blood of the ſlain, and 
of the captives, from the beginnivg of revenges 
upon the enemy.” 

The puntthment here threatened, to the obſti- 
natcly wicket, 1s to be inflicted in a future ſtate ; 
for no fuch diſtinetion between God's people 
and his enemies, as 18 repreſented m this-paſſage 
of ſcrip:ure, does take place in this world : Be- 
fides, the firſt words of this paragraph are quo- 
ted by St. Paul, Heb. x. 30, and he applies them 
to the fucure puniſhment of the wicked, of 
which he 1s there ſpeaking. -* For we know 
him that hath faid, Vengeance belongeth unto 
me, 1 will-recompente, ſaith the Lord.” And 
he then adds, ** It Is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God,” In the laſt words, 

The 


The living God, he evidently has - reference te 
thoſe in ;® paſllage above recited, * ] lift nt 
hand to heaven, and lay, { ive forever,” W hict: 
certainly implies, that God lives fo as to beabks 
to pumth the wicked in a future ſtate;” fo ths 
they are ſo fat from getting out of his hand? 
when they die, that chen iv a peculiar fevſt 
they - fall into bis hands, to ſuffer the: vengeanGy 
threatened. And may {it not be juſtly oblervett L 
here, that, though the endleſs duration of th& 
puniſhment j 13 not IA ſty aſterted in the threa y 
ning; yet it ſeems to be plainly intimated, whi 3 
Jehovah introduces nionſe If as 1/9 on SIONS Lo 
expreſs his determinatioh and abil y to rende . f 
yengeaice and recompence to. his enemics; an | 
that he will do this as long as he liveth. Br: 
this 1s to be more particu! arly conf{idered he by 
aſter. And1 perhaps it will appear, when pre 
perly conſidered, that it is neccflary that GY 
ſhould hive forever in order torender vengeance 
and a proper and full recompence ro his en 
mies, that 1s, a puniſhment eqt ual to ther ; 
ferr. 

Job and his friends ſpeak much. of the ey 
end; and puniſhment of the wicked, as CErtara 
and incyitable ; veing tne obzects Of Gods & de 
pleaſu re and wrath ;_ and at the ſame time met 


We 


tion the ſecurity and x 4px" oy the "EY t> 
in his favor and protecti on. e Job iv. 8, uy, 
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quoted paſſage FG following words, *Know- 
elt thou not this of old, that the triumphing of 
the wicked is ſhort, and the joy of the hypocrite 
bur for. a moment ? Thuugh his excellency 
Mount up ro the heavens, and his head reach 
unto the clouds ; yer he [hall periſh torever, hxe 
his own dung—His benes are tull of the 11s of 
his youth ; which ſhall lie down with iam 10 
the duſt. When he tis about 1o fill lis belly, 
od ſhall caſt che fury of his wrath Upon him, 
Ind ſhall rain it upun him while he is cating. 
He ſhall flee trom the iron weapon, and 8 bow 
of ſteel ſhall ſtrike hi; through. It is drawn 
and cometh out of the body; yea the gliſtering 
ſword cometh out of his gall ; rerrors are upon 
him. A fire not blown ſhall conſume him. The 
' heaven ſhall reveal his iniquiry ; and the earth 
ſhall riſe up againſthim. This is the portion of 
4 Wicked max frem God, and the heritage ap*- 
pointed unto him by Gud,” Job himſelf agrees 
with! his friends 18 this, that the wicked are rhe 
objccets of God's wrath, and ſhall be puniſhed; 
They dificred on this head only in epplying this 
doctrine : They conſidered outward afflictions in 
this world, as included in the puniſhment of the 
wicked ; and therefore concluded, that they 
who ſuffered greatly by the hand of God int this 
Wife, were ungodly, and the objefts of divine dif- 
pleaſure ; and that God would protedt and fave 
the truly pious from ſuch evils, in this world, 
He infifted, that the diſtiuRtion between the 
11ghteous 


righteous and the wicked did not take place; 
and appear in God's diſpenſations and dealingg*% 
with them, in his provi:'cice, 1n this life; theres 
fore the good and evil by which they were to be: 
cſtinguithed, muſt and would take place in sfu-5 
ture {tare ovly. He lays, that innocence an 
righteouſneſs will not ſecure a perſon from als 
fictions io this tife, a2d trom death, in commotjz 
with the wicked. Chap. ix. 22, &e. * This: 
3s one thing, therefore 1 laid 'ir, he deſtroyerk® 
rhe perfect and the wicked. HU the ſcourge lay- 
ſuddenly, he will laugh ar the trial of the inno®: 
cent. The carth 1s &'yen into the hands of the? 
W 16 ked ; if nar, wine and WARO 1s he Mz HF 
obſer ves I, that the "*aoF ive Jon g and profpeRi 
In their wickedneſs 11 this wor! Id, Chap | xi 
6. © The rtabernacles of rob ers pro focr, and* 
they that provoke” God are fJecare, into w hols! 
hand God bringeth abundantly.” Chap xxi. F# 
8, 9. * Wherefore do the wicked live, become*; 
old, yea, and mighty in power? Their fred FE 
eſtablithed in their G:ght with them, and heigh 
oltspring before their eyes. Their houſes are; 
ſaſe from fear, neither js the rod of God upag 
them, &c."” Yet he ſpeaks of the puniſhaoel We 
and deftruQion of the wicked as: certain anE* 
inevitable; which therefore muſt rake place its 
a furure ſtare. Speaking of the wicked, he layyg 
« They are as ſtubble before the wind, and #= 
chat that the ſtorm carricth away. God lay F 
up his 101quity for his children : He rewardetts 

him, þ M 
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him, and he ſhall know it. His eyes ſhall ſee 
his deftruction, and he ſhall drink of the wrath 
of the Almighty.” Chap. xxvii, 7, &c, * Let 
mine enemy be «s the wicked, and he that niferh 
up againſt me, as the unrighteous. For what 
15 he hope of the hypocrite, though he hath 
gained, when God taketh away his foul ? Will 
God hear his cry whe trouble cometh upon 
him? This is the portion' of the wicked man 
with God, and the herit age of opprefſors, which : 
they ſhall reccive of the Alinighty. Phe rich 
Wan ſhall lie down, but he ſhall not be ga- 
jered.” j. c, he ſhall die, but ſhall not be ga- 
thered and received to the ſociety of the bleſſed, 
as Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob were at their 
death. *© He openeth his cyes, and he is not. 
Terrors tske hold on him as waters, a tempeſt 
Realeth him away in themight. The eaſt bind 
carrieth him away, and he departeth ; anda 
i form hurleth bim out of his place. For God 
5] #hall ca(t upon him, and not ſpare: He would 
fain fl.e out of his hand,” Chap. xxxi. 3. *© fs 
not deſtruction. ro the wicked, avd a itrange 
pumihment to the workers of iniquity ?” 

Fob and his friends lived in the-uays of Moſes, 
or before; and by them we karn what was the 
doctrine relpedting the future puniſhment of the 
wicked, received and taught by the people of 
God at that time. They repreſent it as cortain 
and very dreadful, and give not the leaſt hint 

« that | it ſhall ever end ; but the whole they ſay 
| rather 
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father imports the contrary. They repreſent 5 
the wicked as deprived of all hs hopes, -Whea'':; 
he * dies; which ſurely can not be true, uf he: 
ſhall be immediately happy, or happy reve? 
though puniſhed for a time. MH bat rs the hope fa 
the bypocrite, though he hath gained, when. God ::: 
faketh away bis foul ? God pq! caſt upon him; ASD: 
NOT SPARE, Yea, be ſhall periſh forever. -: 
The book of Plalms, [ which the furure” [ 
ftate is brought more fully into view, than ins; 
the preceding part of ſcripture, 1s full of threat=-* 
nings to finners,, and declarations of their pu»; 
niſhment in the world to come. This will be= 
ſulkiciently evident, by reciting the following - 
paſſages, out of many more. which- are found::: 
in thoſe ſacred writings. ' 
: In the firſt Pſalm the truly. pious are pro: 
nounced blefled; and the ungodly are curſed; s: & 
as thofe . who ſhall be condemned at the day of 7: 
qzudgment, ſeparated from the righteous; and ws. 
terly periſh, and be deſtroyed. - * The ungodly>: 
arenot ſo; but arelike the chaff which the ro 
driveth away. Therefore the ungodly [hall not® 
ſtand in the judgment, nor {inners- in the con 
gregation of the righteous : For the Lord koows: 
eth the way of the righteous ;- but the way "{ 
the ungodly ſhall perifh,” ”, Pal. xi- 6. Upon he” 
wicked he ſhall rain ſnares, are and os of: | 
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tion of their cup. This 1s not«their- Portico 
in this life ; therefore it mult refer to therr pes) 
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niſhmentin a future ſtate; which is repreſented 
as very dreadful: Plal. xxi. 8, 9. * Thine hand 
ſhall find out all thine enemies, thy right hand 
ſhall find out thoſe that hate thee. Thou ſhalt 
make them as a hery oven tn the time of thine 
anger: The Lord ſhall ſwallow them up, and 
the fire ſhall devour them.”  *xxxiv. 21. * Evil 
ſhall ſlay the wicked; and they that hate the 
righteous ſhall be deſolate.” When the Pſalmilt 
has related the- trouble and perplexity he had 
experienced, by obſerving the apparent proſpe» 
Fricy and happineſs of the wicked in this world, 
he ſays, Pal. Ixxiti. 17, &c. * When TI thought 
to:know this, it was too painſkul for me ; until 
| went into the fanctuary of God ; then un- 
derftoodTiheir end. Surely thou didft fſetthemin 
flippeny places : Thou caſtedeſt them down into 
deſtruction. How are they brought into defſo- 
lation as-in a moment! They are utterly com- 
ſumed with Tterrors. As a dream when one 
awakerth ; ſo, O Lord, when thou a wakeft, thon 
ſhalr deſpi ſe their image. Forlo, they that are 
far from thee (hall perith : Thou h ſt deſtroyed 
gill chem that go a whoring from thee,” All] rhis 
evil, wretchednefs and deftraction,” in. which 
the wicked. periſh, is what mull be inflifted on 
them afrer death, in the inviftible- world ; for 
"theſe are-they who proſper in this world, and 
dic like other men, as death is common'to both 
the righreous and wicked. - Their end theretore, 
which he then underitogd and deſcribed, mult 
be 
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be the puniſhment which comes on the wicked: 
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in conſequence of death, or leaving this world. 1 
If the wicked were happy as ſoon-as they leave /,- 
this world, this paſſage would be altogether un»; 
intelligible ; yea, a pertect deception. And how 'F | 
can there be any* end to this deltruction and!; 
puniſhment, when this itſelf is laid to be theif7 
end? If this deſtruction were te come to an end,” 
and they; after all, muſt be eternally happy. 
how can this be called their end? When Ifs::: 
Paul ſpeaks of fome whoſe end 1s deſtrudtion;%. v 
tauſt he not intend « deſtruftion which is in» 
conſiſtent with their eternal happineſs? For if: 7. 
he meant a deftrution conliſtent with their* + 
having eternal life, ſuch a deffruQion is not: # 
their end, but infinitely far from 10; and. evers: 
laſting life would be rheir endi And there would 
be no propriety or truth in the diſtinion which; 
he makes, Rom. vi. 2t, 22. © What fruir had" 
ye then in thoſe things, whereof ye are now!; 
aſhamed? Por the end of thoſe things is deaths.) 
But now being made free from ſin; and becomes 
fervants to God, ye have your ſruit_ unto holj+; 
nels, and the end everlaſiing life.” ol 
Plal. Ixxv. 8. * In the hand of the Lords: 
there is a cup, and the wine ts red: It is «if 
of mixture, and he poureth- out the ſame; bue** 
the dregs thereof all the wicked of the earth; 
ſhall wring them our, and drink them.” xcii.x. 
5 8, 9. When the wicked ſpring us the graſsg;: 
find when all the workers of iniquity do flouriſtige, 
D I i24; 
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it is that they ſhall be deſtroyed forever. But 
thou, Lord, art molt high forevermore.” For lo, 
thine enennes, Q- Lorg;, for lo, thine encemics 
ſhall perith.” xciv. 23. *And he ſhall brng 
vpon them their own iniquity; and ſhall” cut 
them off in their own wickednefs; *yca, the 
Lord our God ſhall cut them off.” cxll. 9, 10+ 
* His rightcoutneſs (who feareth the Lord) 
endureth forever; his horn ſhall be exalted 
with honour. The wicked thall fee it, and be 
grieved ; he ſhall gnaſh with his reeth, and 
nelt away : The delire of the wicked ſhall pes 
Fiſh.” This diſtia&tion between the righteous 
and the wicked is nor made in this life 3 theres 
fore it mult - be made in the future ftate; and 
then this*threatning ſhall be inflieted on the 
wicked, Ccxxxix. 19. *© Surely, thou wilt flay 
the wicked, O God.” This docs not+< intend 
God's taking them out of the world by death ; 
for in this ſenſe, he {lays the righteous as much 
as the wicked; but it mult intend a puniſhment 
aſter the death of the body, or the ſecond death, 
or It can have no meaning. This is evidently 
oppoſed ro what Daviddefires God would grant 
unto him, yer. - * Lead me in the way ever- 
laſting.” cxlv. 20, © The Lord preferveth all 
them that love him ; bur all the wicked will he 
deſtroy.” This alſo muſt refer to a tuture ſtare ; 
for both they who love God, and his enermes, 
are equally preſerved in this life, and deſtroyed 
by dying. This detruftion of the wicked is 

that 


( 13 } | $2.1. 1 


| 


that which is ſo often ſpoken of as' their portion 
and end,” in the future Gas 
In the writings of Sifloman, eſpecially in bis 
Proverbs, we find the future: puniſhment and | 
miſery of the wicked often merMioned ;- and gee |}; 
nerally-in.contralt fo the ſafery and bappineſi |: 
of the righteous.” The following inſtances, out !! 
of. many more that might be! mentioned, will |; 
be {ufficicnti te iNuftrate this remark. *Prove. I | 
24, &c. - ® Becaule I have called, and ye refuſed, | 
I have ſtretched our my hand, and no man re- 
garded ; but ye have (ct at nought my counſel, 'n 
and would none of my reproof : I alſo will |; 
laugh. at your calamity, and 1 will mock when!; 
your fear cometh; when your fear cometh as1:4 
delolation, and your deſtruction cometh as a il 
whirlwind ; when diſtreſs and anguiſh comerth|} 
upon you. Then ſhall they call upon me, bugs} 
I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeck me early,*but ff 
ſhall not find me. For that they hated knows 
ledge, and did not chuſe the fear of the Lordy'% 
Therefore ſhall they eat of the fruit of their 4 
own -way, andbe filled with their own devices. $ 
For the turning away of the 'fimple ſhall lays: 
them, and the proſpern y of fools ſhall deſtroy; 
them” Chap. v. 22, oY own iniquiries ſhall; 
take the wicked himlelf, and he ſhall be ho] den:? | 
with the cords of his ee; He thall die without! 
inſtruction, . and in the greatneſs of his folly hg? 
ſhall go. aſtray.” Chap. x. 28. ® The hope oi 
the righteous ſhall be gladneſs :- Put the expegy; 
tation. |**: 
, PF 
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farion of the w icked ſhall periſh.» The way. of - 
py Lord 'is ſtrength to the upright : But de- 
adtion ro the workers of iniquity.” Chap. xi. 
When a wicked man dieth his expeQation 
ſhall periſh: And the hope of unjuſt men pe- 
Tiſheth.” What words could more fully expreſs 
the miſery of the wicked after death; or aflert 
more ſtrongly,” that he ſhall then be deprived of 
all-good, which is the obje& of hope, and fall 
imo adſojute deſpair } And how inconſiſtent arg 
fuch-aſſertions as theſe, with his ſurviving this 
miſery, and, after all this, obtaining eternal hap- 
ineſs! How can hits hope periſh when he dies, 
F if he knows, or has the leaſt hope, tbat he hall 
be yer eternally. happy ? Chap. xxiil. 17, 18, 
Solomon ſays, ** Let not thine heart envy fin- 
ners ; But. be thou in the fear of .the Lord all 
the day long: For ſurely there is «1 end, .and 
thy 'expeQation ſhall not be cut off,” Theſe 
words illuſtrate thoſe laſt quoted. ; If this be a 
pe omiſe to” him that feareth God,, that he ſhall 
happy after death, and that without end, as 
It certainly is; then the other 1s a threatning 
of the contrary, which 1s miſery without end. 
If both the righteous and the wicked ſhall be 
happy together, forever ; how is it poſlible to 
be true, that the hope of the latter ſhall be cut 
off and periſh, when he dies; and direQly the 
contrary ws true of the former ? 
Chap. xi. 21. © Though hand join in hand, 
fÞc wicked ſhall not be uppuniſhed, Rk Chap, 
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Fiji. 7. © The wicked are overthrown-and are 
not ; but the houſe of the righteous ſhall and,F#-: 
Chap. xi. 26 © Evil purſueth finners; bu 
to the righteops good ſhall be repaid.” Chap 
XiV 32. ©* The wicked is driven away 10" ht? 
wickedneſs ; but the righreous hath hope 10 bis.” 
death.” Chap. xYi. 4. © The Lord hath made; 
all things for himſelf; yer, even; the wicked 4 
for the: day of evil.” Chap. xxi- 42. £ G9: 
overthroweth the wicked for their wict cedneſy,): 
Eccl. viii. 12, 12, © Though a ftnner do ent 
an hundred times,” or vears, ** and his days by 
prolonged ; yet ſurcly, I know that jt ſhall. 
well with them that fear God ; but it ſhall n 
be well with the wicked, nc ithes (hall he = 
long his days,. which are as a ſhadow ; becauÞ 
he fcareth not before God. ty 
It is certain that all theſe evils which are d8- 
nounced againſt the wicked, by which they # 
to be diſtinguiſhed from the righteous, are I 
Qed, not in this life, but in a future fo 
ecauſe the ſame inſpired writer ſays, there'# 
no ſuch diſtinttion in this life. Eccl. ix. bt 
© No man knoweth cither love or hatred, 
all that is before them. All things come We 
fo all, there is one event to the righteous ad 
to the wicked ; to the good and-to the clezm, 
and to the unclean ; to bim that facrificeth, $1id 
to him that ſacrificeth not : As is the good;;Jo 
1s the ſinner; and he that ſweareth, as he/t tat 
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The prophet Iſaiah ſpeaks much of the dread- 
fulevil, and unavoidable puniſhment, that will 
attend the wicked in the'futureſtate, He frems 
to ſum up and Ueclare the whole import of his 
commiſſion and. prophecy, Chap. iu. 16, 11, 
*Say ye to the Tighteous, that it (hall be wel! 
with him; for they ſhall eat the fruit of their 
doings. Wo into the wicke 4, it ſhall bell 
with him © for the reward of his hands ſhall be 
given him.” Here the righteous and the wic K+ 
ed are ſet itt oppoſition to each other, with re- 
ſpect tro the fruit and'end of what they do 1n 
this world. And if what 1s promiled to the 
a former, be endleſs life and happineſs ; can the 
Urbreatning of the contrary, to the latter, be any 


F” thing bu, direftly the oppoſite, endleſs milery 


and -puniſhment? That puniſhment muſt _ be 
very-dreadtul, which 1s a full reward of all that 
the ſinner does in this life, that is, anſwerable 
to his 11] deſert: And doubtleſs will be without 
end ; which will be particularly confidered in 
the ſequel. 

Chap, xXviii. 16, &c. * Therefore, thus faith 
the Lord God, Behold T lay in Zion for a foun- 
dation, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a precious corner 
ſtone, a ſure foundation : He that bclieveth ſhall 
not make baſte. Judgment alſo will 1 lay to 
the hne, and righteouſneſs to the plummet, aud 
the hail ſhall ſweep away the refuge of lies, and 
the waters ſhall overflow the hiding-place. And 
your covenant With deatli [hall be Lo. 

All 
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and your agreement with hcll ſhall not land : 
whey the overflowing ſcourge ſhall pats throught 
then [hall ye be rrodden down by-1t, GC.” þ 
paſlage reſp! ets Chrilt, and points out 0 CET val 
tain oppolite conſequences of beheving on bin 
and rejecting him. To him who believerh; thy 
molt perte& ſeeurity from all evil is, promiſed 
He [halFhe out of,the reach of the rifng floods £ 
warer, and the pyerflowing ſcourge. But all this? 
reſt ſhall have judgment without mercy, and bj; 
puniſhed according to their crimes, and ſwept 
away by the ure #A{hble billows, and overflawintt 
HarSe, of the divine vengeance. and wrath} 
What « ſtriking, awlul repreſentation is this xf 
the furure puniſhment je the wicked! + Chalty- 
XXX11; 14. © The ſinners in Zion. are afraih 
feartulncis bath Evite the ly poCriues ; Why 
among us ſhall dwell with devouring fire? Why. 
among us ſhall dwell with everlaſting burfi: 

ings?” How can this repreſentation be juſt 

erue, if a moſt dreadtul puniſhment, yea, [7 

endleſs vne, does not awairsll thoſe ſinners aka 

hypocrites, who ſu! ap this charaQter to: th 
end of life? Chap. xxxiv, 8, 9, 10.. © For;it 

Is the day of the Lord . vengeance, andthe yagr 
of recompences for the coutraverſy of CNA. . 
And the ſtreams thereof ſhall be turned it 0 
pitch, ary the duſt thereot into brimſkone, wid. 

the land thereof ſhall become burning pit: 

It (hall nor be quenched- night: nor day, tbe 
ſmoke thereof ſhall S up forevcr ; from gene- 
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ration togeneration it ſhall lie waſte; None ſhall 
paſs through it forever and ever.” 

The-propher in this paſſige, and in the pre- 
ceding verſes, is repreſenting the dreadial pu- 
biſhment that ſhall coine on the enemies of God 
and his church, when he ſhall rife &p to take 
Feageance on them, and recompence them tut 
their evil deeds; And when he briogs 1nto view 
the great evils, and awful deſtruction that (hall 
come on the enemics of God's people, upon 
the introduction. of the happy flate of the 
church in this world, he extends this view. to 
their miſcry in the tauture ſtare, m which their 
puniſhment ſhall idſue, and be completed. This 
1s not the oily inftance-of this kind ; but we of- 
ten: find it the prophecies both of the prolperity 
and happineſs of God's chureh and people, and 
the overthrow and puniſhment of his enemics; 
that the propheric viſion connetts the complete 


and eternal happineſs of the former with their | 


happy ftate in this world, and includes both in 
the ſame figurative repreſentation ; and in the 
ſame manner reprefents the puniſhment of the 
latter, And-that this paſſage hath reference to 
the future miſery of the wicked, is tufther evi- 
dent from the -plain alluſion to ir ith the Reve- 


lation, when ſpeaking of the future and Uread- 
ful miſery of the enemics of Go and his people. 
Chap. xiv. rt. 


* And they ſhall be rormented 
with fire and brimftone ; and the ſmoke of their 


torment aſcendeth- up. forever and eyer; and 


they have no reſt dey nor pIght,” Ei 
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In the 1, chap! of Ifai. the laſt verſe, there is; 7 
another threatning of ſuture evil to the wicked; 
* Behold all-ye that kindle a fire, and cortipaſh 
yourſelves about with ſparks : Walk inthe light; 
of your fire, and in the ſparks that ye have kins/! 
dled. This ſhall ye have of mine hand, ye nay" 
he down in ſorrow.” Chap, I*11; t---- 6. > Wi: ; 
1s this that cometh fromgEdom, with died gar; 
ments from Bozrah * Who is glorious its! 
his apparel, 'travelling in the -greatnels of -hig; 
ſtrength ? I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty 
to ſave. Wherefore art thon red 10 thine'apk il 
pare}, and thy garments like him that treadeth!! 
In the wine-fat ?'I have troddeftt the wines pref; 
S- alone; and of the people there was none "Will; 
UF me: For L will whe ad them in mine anger, args 
s trample them in-my fury, and their blovd. ſhati 
be ſprinkled upon my garments, and: will ſtait\ 
all my raiment. For rhe day '"of vengeance 
In mine heart, and the year of my redeemed {s 
come. And 1 will-tread down: the: people q 
mine anger, and make them drunk in my furyy 
and 1 will bring dawn their, ſtrength-.ro thi 
earth.” - Here Chriſt is repreſented as pauritns 
vengeance on all his bneaien; while he redeeny's 
and laves his church. This is exactly apreet; 
ble to/ſeveral pallages alrcady.quoted, ant eo GY 
general current of ſcripture. Ihe —_— 
year of the Lord 1s, Ae the day of yvengeatiz/ 
of our God, Mai Isi. 2, And agreeable to [x 
ſcripture now under confideration, it. is 4aid;a 
Curilh, 
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Chriſt; Rev, xix. 15. © He treadeth the wine 
preſs of the fierceneſs and wrath of Almighty 
God.” And we are told by Chriſt himfclt, and 
by. St. Paul, bow, and when, this ſhall be com- 
ets done. Marth. xxv. 41. *©* Then ſhall 
he ſay unto them on his left hand, De part from 
me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire.” 2 Theff. 
i-.7, &c. © When the Lord J-tus ſhall be re- 
vealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, 1n 
flaming: fire, taking vengeance on them rhat 
know not God, and that obey not the Goſpel 
SagRour Lord Jclus Chritt ; who ſhall be puniſhed 
#h everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence 
MY the Lord, aid the glory of this power.” 
-- Hai. Ixvi. 23, 24. ** And it ſhall come to paſs, 
that from one new moon to another, and from 
one ſabbath to another, ſhall all flefth come to 
worlhip before-me, faith 'the Lord, And they 
Jhall go forth, and look upon the carcaſes of the 
men thar have tranſgrefled againſt me; for their 
worm {hall not die, neither ſhall their fire be 
*qQuenched,” and they ſhall be an _——. unto 
all fleſh.” 

This prophet had dwelt much on. the certain 
overthrow and deſtruction of all the enemies of 
the church, and the proſperity and happineſs 
to: which that ſhall be brought in the latter days; 
and now concludes his prophecy in theſe re- 
markable words, which, 1n figurative language, 
repreſent rhe eternal ſtate of the church, and of 
her enemies, Which are deſtroyed and puniſhed 
for 
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for their tranſgreſſion. Dead bodies whichars | 7 
not buried, ſoon become very nauſeous and as» F 
bominable, until they are wholly conlumed by}: 
worms, -or by fire. . Here the greatneſs ard duets 
ration of the puniſhment ot theſe tranſgrefſors, 7 Li 
Is {et forth by their bocies, though Par and; 

very offcalive, continuing unconſumed by the!',; 
worm, or by the fire, and remaining food for! Ma 
the one, and fvel for the other, without any.\s 
end or diminution. And this 1s to take place 10:6} 
the ſight of all the inhabitants of heaven; an os; 
they ſhall have it fully in view, while they: p 
worlhip and praiſe God, This is exactly a green: j' 
able to other paſlages of ſcripture ; eſpecially. F 
Rev. Xiv. 10. And he ſhall be tormented wit 
fire and brimſtone, in the preſence of the. boly a Pp 
gels, and in the preſence of the Lumb: And th 
{moke of their torment aſcendeth up forever ang 
ever. Chap. xix. 3. © And 1 heard a great? 
voice of much people in heaven, ſaying, Alles; 
luia ; - ſalvation,” and glory, and honor, and? 
power unto the Lord our God. And again they. 
faid, Alleluia. And. her ſmoke Tole up for-;:! 
everand eyer.? No limilitude, no words, cou 
be choſen, that would, in 2 mote dererminatt 
and ſtriking manner, ſet forth the dreadfulnel F: 
and perpetuity of the future puniſhment of t 
wicked, than theſe uſed by the prophet Iſaialy 
For this reaſon, doubtleſs, our Saviour nah y0s 
this paſſage, repeatedly, w vhen he would let this 


awtul ſubject in the moſt awakenwg point ; 
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+ light. But this will be more particularly con- 
fidered hereafter, 

By the prophet Jeremiah, God fixeth an aw- 
ful curſe on thoſe who refuſe to truſt in him; 
and pronounceth every one blcfſed that rruſt- 
eth in the Lord. Chap. xvii. 5, &c. * Thus 
faith the Lord, Curſed be the man that truſteih 
in man, and maketh fleſn his arm, and whole 
heart -departeth from the Lord. For he ſhall be 
like the heath in the deſert, and fhall not fee 
when good cometh; butthall inhabit the parched 

& Places 1n the wildernefs, 112 a falt land, and not 
Snhabited.. Blefled is the man that rrutteth m 
Fibe Lord, and whoſe hope the Lord 1s. For 
he ſhall be as a tree planted by the waters, &c." 

The curſe here pronounced on the unbehever, 
mult intend the curſe which will fall on tim in 7 
the future ſtate ; for no ſuch curſe, as s here 
deſcribed, aud oppoled- to the bleſing pro- 
nounced on him who truſteth or beheveth in 
God, comes on the {inner in this world: Bur, 
as feremiah himſelf fays, in this world, ** The 
way of the wicked. profpereth, and they are 
happy that deal yery treacherouſfly.” Chap.-xit. 
1. This curſe is exprefled in figurative language; 
but appears to be the fame which'is fixed by 
on the Baptiſt, and our Savious on all unbe- 
levers. *© He that belicveth not the ſon, ſhall 

not ſee life ; but the wrath of God abideth on 
hin. He that believeth not, ſhall be damned. 
Kr from 'me, ye- cur/ed, into. everlaſting 
re.” BS 


ME 


F-72355) Sea.l. - 
In the book of the prophet Bzckisl, it is often 
declared; that they : who perſiſt in evil ways, 8 
through life, ſhall ate ; hall die in their iniquity« pf 
And on the contrary, they who turn from their: je; 
evil ways, ſhall 7ve. Sce Chap. 111. xvii. X XXII. 
By dying here canhot mean departing out of this 
life, by the death of the Dody ; tor the penitent!;% 
and obedient die this death, as well as the ob-[# 
ſtinare ſinner, It mult therefore mean what 18* 
called the ſecond death, which 1s to de.judged C-P 
cording- to their works, and calt into the laKe'z 
of fire, where they ſhall be tormented foreverst; 
and ever. Rev. XX. 14. ans 
But one text more w1i:l be mentioned in the; 
Old-Teſt menty import ung the future puniſhmenſſl 
of the wicked. * And that is jn' Daniel, Chap! E 
Xil. 2, * And many of them that leep in they: 
duſt of the carth ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſts!i: 
ing life, and ſome to ſhame and everlaſtiogs? 
contempt. ak 
WF now come to the New-Teſtament, to fee:; 
what is ſaid there of the future panil hment ny 
the wicked. We may juſtly expect greater lights: | 
on this head, in this more clear revelation of a; 
future ſtate. If, notwithſtanding” all that's f 
found in the: Old-Teſtament, there be rely ney 
ſuch puniſhment, doubtleſs Chriſt and his apoſtley% 
have plainly told us; that ere will be no ſuch's 
evil; and have not faid a word that can be con; | 
(trued in'favor of it.- © But if the glad tidinges! 
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proclaimed in the goſpel, are conſiſtent with 
the future .puniſhment of thoſe who reject it ; 
and if a great, awfully aggravated, and endleſs 
puniſhment awairs them; the kind Saviour, 
who 1s full of grace and truth, and thoſe whom 
he authorized to preach the whole truth, have 
certainly warned mankind of : this, and. ſtared 
the doctrine of the wrath fo come 1n the molt 
plain and determinate words, 

Jonn the bapriſt, who was raiſed up. to in- 
woduce the Saviour, isnot filent on this head ; 
but publiſhes awful threats againſt the obſtinate- 
wy wicked, and thoſe who reject Chrilt. 
Matth. 11. 7, &c, ©* When he ſaw many of 
the Phariſees and Sadducees come to his bap- 
tiſm, he ſatd unto them, O generation of vipers, 
who hath warned you to fice from the wrath to 
come. Bring forth therefore fruits meet for re- 
pentance.” Here he brings into view wraeth te 
come, which could be avoided only by txwue res 
pentance. ** And now allo the ax 1s laid unto 
the root of the trees: Therefore every tree 
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewa 
down and caſt into the fire. He that:cometh 
aſter me is mightier than 1; whoſe tan is in 
his hand, and he will thoroughly purge bis 
floor,.and gather his wheat into the garner, #uf 
. "be will bury up the chaff with unguenchable fire.” 
Joh. 11. 36. © He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlaſting life ; and he that believeth not 
the Son, ſhall nat ſee life ; but the wrath of Gog 
avideth on him,” What 


[ - ) See. L |: 
What need of going any further ? The point! 


is decided. He who introduceth the Saviour, f 
plainly tells us what will be the RE OEY ip: 
They who repent and belieye the goſpel, ſhall hb 
be ſaved ; but all who do not, are left in, at's 
leaſt, as bad a caſe, as they could be in, had y 
there been no Saviour. They ſpall not fra life ;|) Jt 
but the wrath of God AaB1DpETH on them ; they! R 
ſhall be caſt into unquenchable fire, 

BuT what does Chriſt himſelf ſay ? Mintel 
v. 22, &c, Whoſoever ſhall ſay to his bro=|x\ 
ther, Tho u fool, ſhall be in danger of hell- fire. && 
Apree with thine adverſary quickly, whileRI 
thou art in the way with him; leſt at any* 
time the adverfary "deliver thee to the judges/.; 
and the judge deliver thee to the officer, .and; y 
thou be caſt inro priſon. Verily 1 ſay unto! I 
thee, thou ſhalt by no means come out? 
thence, till thou haſt paid. the, uttermoſF'! 
farthing. And if thy right eye offend thee, © 
pluck it out, and caſt it from thee: For it 
profitable for thee. that one of. thy members; 
ſhould periſh, and net that thy whole: bodyXF 
ſhould be caſt into hell. And if thy right hand] 
oftend thee, cut it off, and caſt it from thee 
For it 1s profitable for thee that one of thy mems; 
vers ſhould periſh, and not that thy-w hole body, 
ſhould be caſt into hell. Chap, vil. 13s" 
Enter ye 1m at the ſtrait gate ; for wide 1s the ; 
gate, and broad 1s the way that leadeth to des. 
Rruction, and many there be which go in theres 3 
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at.” v. 22, &c. © Many will ſay unto me 
in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophe- 
fied in thy name, and in thy name caſt out de- 
vils,, &c. And then will I profeſs unto them, 
1 never knew you: Depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity. Every one that heareth thefe 
ſayings of mine, and doth them not, ſhall be 
likened nnto a foohſh man, which built his houle F 
vpon the ſand: And the rain deſcended, and | 
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that houſe ; and it fell, and great was the 
Tall of it.” Chap. viit 12. * But the children 
Bf the kingdom ſhall be caſt out into outer dark- 
neſs : There ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of 
teeth.” Chap. x. 15, © Verily I ſay viito you, 
it ſhall de more tolerable for the land of Sodom 
i and Gomorrah, in the day of judgment, than 
rt for that City.” v. 28. * Fear not them which 
Ti kill the body, andre not able to kill the fout: 
But rather fear him which is able to deltroy 
| both ſoul and body in hell.” Chap. xi. 21, &c, 
# Wo unto thee Chorazin ! I ſay unto you, it 
ſhall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at 
the day of judgment, than for you. And thou 
Capernaum, I jay unto you, it ſhall be more 
*, tolerable for the land of Sodom 111: the day of 
judgment, than for thee.” Math. xij: 3:7, 42: 
| Fe bleſphem ſay unto you, all manner of fin 


| and blaſpzemy ſhall be forgiven unto men : 
{ _But the oſſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt fhall 
| not be lorgiven unto men, And whofoever 


CaKC):) 
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the juſt ; and ſhall calt them into the furnacet? 


Z eT. f. 


ſoeaketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it (hall not be F 
torgiven him, neither in this work |, nor. itt /} 
the world to come.” Mark, 11. 29.  * He (Dat. ., 
ſhall blaſpheme againſt the Holy Ghoſt; hath \ 7 
never forgiveneſs, of 1s In danger of ctcrnal £ 
Jamnation. Luke-xil. 10, © And wholocyver 
ſhall ſpeak a word eovinſl the ſorry of man, 1t 
ſhall be forgiven hun : Bat unto him that blaſ- F 
phemeth againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall nor be 
forgiven. There 1s a certain connexion be-B | 
tween not being: forgiven, and puniſhment, org#! 
damnation. Matth. xiii. 41, &c. ** So ſhalls# 
Kt be in the end of the world. : The fon ot 
mah ſhall lend forth his angels, and they ſhall 
gather out of his kingdom. all things that of 
tend, and he m which do i quity.; and ſhalE% 

caſt them into a furnace of tire : There ſhall*? 
be wailing and gnalhing of eceth,” 50 ſhall?? 
It be 1n the en] of the world : The anpels ſhalt*} 

Come ith, and fever the wicked from among.” 


Aba as tt 


of fire : There ſhall be wailing and gnaſhingy 
of teeth.” Chap. xvi, 25, &c. Whoſoever with 
ſave his on fe, ſNall loſe tt. For what 1s a mang: 
orohted, it he ſhall gain the whole world, a1) bas 
loſe his own ſoul ? Or, what ſhall a man gives 

111 EXC hange for his ſoul? For the ſon of main 

[hall come in the glory ot his Father, ware his?) 


angels ; and then ſhall he. reWarg every many}; 


| I's 

according 0 11S works.” -bap. 'X Yill. S, "IU 

*1t thy hand or thy foot ofich« thee, cul? 
F Wem 


x 


$A. 1. "28 ) 


them off and caſt ” them from thee ; it is 
better for thee to enter into hfe balt or maim- 
ed, rather than having two hands or two feet, 
to be caſt into everlaſting fire. And il thine eye 
offend thee, pluck it out, and caſt it from thee ;: 
It 18 dverter for thee to enter into hfe with one 
eye, than having two eyes to be caſt into hell 
fre.” Chap. xxi. 44. * And whoſoever ſhall 
fall on this ſtone, ſhall be broken : But on 
whomlſoever it ſhall fall, it will grind. him to 
powder.” Chap. xxii. 13- © Then faid the 
king to his ſervants, Bind him hand and foot, an 
take him away, and caſt him into outer dark- 
neſs: There ſhall be weeping end gnaſhing of 
reeth. For many are called, but few are choſen.” 
Chap. xXXiil. 14, 33. * Wo unto you, Scribes 
and Phariſees, hypocrites ; for ye devour widows 
mouſes, and for a pretence make long. prayers; 
theretore ye ſhall receive the greater damnation. 
Ye ſerpents, ye generation of vipers, how can 
ye eſcape the damnation of hell?” Chap. xxiv. 
50, 51. *©* The Lord of that ſervant ſhall come 
in a day when he looketh not for him, and in 
an hour that he 1s not aware of ; and ſhsll cut 
tim aſunder, and appoint him his portion with 
the hypccrites: There ſhall be weeping and 
gnaſhing ct recth.” Chap xxv. 10, &c, - ** And 
while they went. to buy, the bridegroom came, 
and they that were ready, went in with him 
to the marriage, and the door was ſhut. AF- 
terward came ailo the other virgins, ſaying, 
Lord, 
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Lord, Lord, open to us. But he auſwered 4 
faid, Verily I fay unto you, I know you. ng 
For unto every one that hath ſhall be gives, 
and he ſhall have abundance ; but from. ha 
that hath not, ſhall be taken away even tt gt 
which he hath. And caſt ye the upprofitale 
ſervant into outer darkneſs : There ſhall ! PC 
weeping and grafhing of teeth.” Chap. x£: 
24. *© The fon of man pgoeth as it 4s written} 
him : But wo unto that man by whom the i 
of man 1s betrayed : It had DCEn good for that 
man, if he bad not been born.” Tark vill. by 
* Whoſoever therefore (hall be aſhamed of n; 
and of my words, in this adulterous and ſig 
generation; of him alſo ſhall the ſon of mat | 
aſhamed, when he cometh in the glory of jk | 
Father, with the holy angels.” Chap. ix. 4%, 
&c. © And if thy hand offend thee, cut it GT 
it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, tan 
having two” hands, to go into bell, zafe Fhe 
fire that never ſhall be quanched : Where tSic 
worm dieth not, and the fire 1s not quench: 4. 
And if thy foot offend thee, cur itoff; It is b&t- 
ter for thee to enter halt into Lfe, than havijg 
two feer, to be caft into bcll, into the fire tha 
never ſhall be_quenched : Where their woxn 
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the fire is not quenched.” Chap, xvi. 16. ** He 
that believeth nat, ſhall be damned.” Luke; 


Vi 24, 25- © Wo unto you that ore mich : 
For ye have received your confolation. Wo 
unto you that are full: For ye ſhall: hunger. 
Wo unto you that laugh now: Por ye ſhal} 
mourn .and weep.” Chap. xit. 5, &c.. ** Burt 
F will forewarn you whom you | ſhall Jear, 
Fear him which, after he hath kille d, hath pows- 
er to caſt into hell: Yea, I igy-uvto you, fea! 
him. But if that ſervant ſay in his beart, My 
Lord delayeth his coming, &c. The: Lord of 
that ſervant will-come in a day when he look- 
eth not for him; and will cut him in fſunder, 
and appoint him his portion with the unbelie- 
And that ſervant which knew his Lord s 
vill, and prepared nor himſelf, nether did ac+ 


4 cording to his will, ſhall be beaten with many 


ſtripes. When thou goeſt with thine adyertary 
to the magiſtrate, as thou art in the- way, give 
gditgence 1] 2t thou mayeſt be delivered from 

him ; left he hale thee to the judge, and the 
judge deliver thce to the officer, 'and the ofticer 
caſt thee into priſen. I tell thee, thou ſhale 
not_ depart thence, till thou haſt paid the very 
laſt mite.” Chap, xiii. 25, &c. | © When once 
the maſter of the houſe is riſen /jup, and hath 
ſhat to the door, and ye begin to ſtand withour, 
and to knock at the door, laying, Lord, Lord, 
open unto us, he ſhall ſay, I tell you, I know 
you not; depart from me, all ye/workers of 1n1- 
quity. 
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[ quity, There ſhall be weeping and gnaſhiyg 
of teeth when ye ſhall ſee Abraham, Uaac, ad 
Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom Sf 
God, ab you  yourh ly es thruſt Our, s Chop. 
XV1/22, &c. * The rich man, aiſo died, and wis 
buried, And in hell he lift up his eyes, b-i6p 
1n torments, and fceth Abraham afar off, a. 
Lazarus 1n his boſom. © And he cned, and a, 
Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and fed 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his fin i or 
In water, and cool my tongue; for F am t - 
mented in this fame. Bur Abraham fard, 'Þ, 
- remember that thou in thy life tme receiver Tt 
thy good thi INYS, ANC | lik EW {le L1zarus ej 
thi Nas : But now he 1s com forte d; and thou He \ 
tormented. And. beſides all ti11s, between 4s 
and-you there 1s: a great guiph. fixed ; ſo th at 
they which would vaſs from hence to' you cx) 
not ; neither can they paſs to us, that word 
come from thence.” John in. 14, 15, 16, © Ad 
as Moſes lifted.up the ſerpent in the wilderne$, 
even ſo muſt the fon of man be lifted up ; eu, 
whoſoever believeth in him, fould yot periſh, UV, 
have eternal life. For God ſo loved 
world, thar he gaye his only begotten ſon, ie 
whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, Bat 
have everlaſting life.” In theſe words it is + 
plied, t that they who believe not.on Chriſt (Fl 
periſo ; .and-periſhing 18 directly oppoſed to hiyf- 
| ing everlaſting life. - All , A's 1 here whth 


1s expreſsly aflerted in y, 36, © He that _ 
no 
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not the fon, ſhall not ſee life ; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him.” Chap. v. 28, 29, * The 
hour 1s coming, in Which all that are in the 
graves ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall come forth ; 
they that have done good, unto the reſurrection 
of life ; and they. that have done evil, wnte the 
reſurrecion of damnation Chap; vill. 21, 24 
*1 20 My Way, and. ye ſhall ſeek me, and hai 
dre mm your ſins, Ye arc of ihis world, 1 am not 
of this world, 1 faid thercfore unto you, thut 
ye ſhall dis in your ſius : For it ye believe nor thac 
1 am he, ze ſoall dic in your ſins.” What Chriſt 
repeatedly threatens in theſe words, muſtbe evil 
What would come on them after their death, 
Fw hich can be no leſs than a proper puniſhment 
for their ſins. Chap. xii. 25, 48. ©* He that 
toveth his life, ſhall loſe ut : And he that hateth 
his life1n this world, ſhall keep it ' unto life e- 
ternal.” Loſing his life, is an evil which is op- 
poſed to keeping it to life eternal; therefore 
moſt mean eternal death. © He that rejeQeth 
me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that 
yudgeth him : The word that I have ſpoken, 
rhe fame ſhall judge him1n the laſt day.” That 
15, he ſhall then be condemped and puniſhed. 
Chap. xv. 6. © If a man abide not in me, he 
1s caſt forth as a branch, and is withered; and 
men gather them, and caſt them into the fire, 
and they are burned.” Matth, xxv. 41, 46. 
# Then thall he ſay unto them on the left hand, 
Depart from mc, ye. curled, iato- eyerlaſting 
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fire, prepared for the devil: and his an bp 
And theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting "hs 
niſhment.” 

Who can read all theſe words of Chriſt, 4 
yet think that he came into the world with 
delign to ſave all men from future puniſhments! 
It we had nothing but his own declarations { 
determine us, theſe are more than ſufficient” 
give us as much aſſurance, that the wicked wHl 
be puniſhed to'a great and awful degree in a fet- 

ture ſtate, as we can have that he 1s the ſon bY 
God, the ſaviour of the world; yea, we cannct 
doubt of the former, without calling the latter 
equally in queſtion. No perſon that ever ſpokz 
on earth by divine inſpiration, has aud lo mug 
of tbe future” puniſhment of the wicked, anil 
preached hell and damnation fo much, avd 
ofren, or ſet it inſo awful and ſhocking a light 

as dic} the only begotren fon of God, who: DE 
full of grace and truth. F 

BuT what we find in the writings of 1s 
apoſtles of Chriſt, will ſhew how they undets 
ſtood him on this point, and ſtrengthen the eve 
dence of the deſtruction and pumſhmenr of this 
wicked, in a future ſtate, if it be capadle of rex 
ceiving any addinon. 

Act, ni. 23. And it ſhall come to nat 
that every ſoul which will not hear that propheyy 
ſhall be deſtroyed from among the people... 
Thele words, with the foregoing, are 4 quotgs 
tion from Moles, made by the apoſtle Perer, 4 

his! Ty 
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his ſpeech to the people in the temple ; which 
words he applies ro Chriſt, as being the pro- 
phet of which God ſpeaks by Moſes; and hereis 
a threatning of certain deftruttion to every foul 
who ſhall diſregard this prophet. Chap. xi1l. 40, 
4t. * Beware therefore, leſt that come upon 
you, which is {poken of in the prophets, Behold, 
ye deipiſers, and wonder and periſh,** Chap. 
Xxiv. 25. And as he reaſoned of righteouſneſs, 
temperance, and judgment. to come, Felix 
trembled.” ' What could there be ih Paul's preach- 
Ing to make Felix tremble, it he brought no 
Fevil into view, as coming on the tnrighteous 
and intemperate, at, and” after the day of 
judgment ? It he had preached ro this wicked 
Koman governor, that there was no future pu- 
niſhmenrt to be feared : Yea, it he had not 
preached the contrary, Felix could not have 
been terrified. - Paul brought the day of judg- 
ment into view, as matter of great terror to 
wicked men ; therefore . bz preached that they 
Would then be condemned, and puniſhed. ac- 
cording to their eyil deeds in this life, 
appears from the words under conſideze 
and allo from St. Paul's own words, 2 Cor. v. 
Io, I1. © For we mult all appear before the 
judgment feat of Chriſt, that every one may 
receive the things done in the body, according 
fo thatthe hath done, whether it be good or 
. bad. Kuewing therefore the terror of the Lord, 
we perſwade men.” What words can more ex- 
£ preſs y 


wy 
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preſsly declare, that they who die 1 impenitent! YT: 
their ſins, ſhall, at the day of judgment, be cors 
demned by Chriſt, to a puniſhment: anſwerabl% 
to the number and magnitude of the crimes, a 
which they were guilty in this ſe? And this 
was the terror which the apoſtles had in view 
by diſplaying which, they ſought to perſwat 3 
men to fly from the wrath to. come.* The 
who beliere the wicked will not be puniſhed 
after the day of judgment, do not know..the 
terror of Chriſt, of which Sr. Paul hexe peaks; 
bur deny that there 48 any ſuch terror. ARh3 
were a Felix to hear them preach, -and belicyss 
what they ſay, he would be ſo far from tremblimy 
that he would be ſoothed into perfect (ecurith} 
But let us proceed, and ſee w hat this apollleſayyx 
further of future puniſhment, Rom, I, 1; 
* For the wrath of God is revealed from heave 
againſt all ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs & 
men, cvs hold the truth in unrighteouſneſsZ 
Chap. ii- 5, &c. © Bur after thy har dnels af} 
-- 5Pron heart, treaſureſt up unto thyſelf wratl}} 
7ninſt the day of wrath, and. revelation of th 
righteous judgment of God, Who will rendet 
to every man according to his deeds.  Unty 
them that are contentious, and do not obey thx 
truth, but obey unrighteouſlneſs ;' indignation any; 
wrath, tribulation and ang tu uh, upon eVery ſor} 
of man thatdathevil. Foras many as have ſinney} 
without law, ſoail periſh without law : And & 


many as have ſinned in the law, ſhall de judge# 
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oy the law ; in the day when God ſhall judge 


_ 
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the ſecrers of men by Jeſus Chriſt, according to 
my golpel.” Chap. viii. 13. © For if. ye hve 
aſter- the fleſh, ye all die.* That is the ſecond 
geath, which is the wages of (is, in oppoſition 
to eternal life. _*© For the wages of ſin 1s death ; 
but the gitt of God is eternal lite, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord.” Chap. ix. 22. ** What if 
God, willing to ſhew his wrath, and make - his 
power Known, endured with much long - ſut- 
tering the veſſels of wrathyfitted to deſtruction,” 

Cor. 1. 18. with 2 Car. 1i. 15, 16. © For the 


preaching of the croſs is to them that periſh fool- 


Hhaels: But unto us which are ſaved, it is the 
wer of God. For we ate unto God a {weet 
favour of Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, and is 
them that periſh. To the one weare a favour of 
Geath unto death ; and to the other a favour. of 
life unto life. © 1 Cor. iii. 17. © If any man defile 
the temple of God, him ſhall God defiroy.** Chap. 
Ix. 27. ** But | Keep under my body, and bring 
it into ſubjection, ; leſt that by any means, when 
I hare preached to. others, 1 my/e/f ſhould be a 
coſtaway. Gal, vi. 7, 8. © Be not deceived ; 
God is not mocked; For whatſoever a man 
ſoweth, that ſhall he reap. For he that ſowech 
to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption: 
but he that lower to the ſpirit, ſhall of the 
ſpirit resp life everlaſting.” Eph. v. 5, 6. * For 
this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor un- 


"clean perfon, nor covetous man, hath any in- 


heritance 
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heritance in the kingdom of Chriſt, and of *y 
Let no man deceive you with yain. words: Fe# 
becauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath of God uft% 
the children of diſobedience.” Phil. i. 28. * Ant 
in nothing terrified by your adverſaries: Whigh: 
1s to them an evident token of peraition ; but I; 
you of ſalvation, and that of God.” Chap. iu. fl 
19. © For many walk, of whom I haye told you 
"often, and row tell yoa, even WEEPIDB, tha ; 
they are the enemies of rhe crols of ChnlFt 
whoſe end is deſtruFion.” Col. ill. 5, &@ © Mor 
tify therefore your members which. are upaF 
the earth, fornication, covetouſnelſs, &c. 167 
which things ſake, the wrath of Got cometh wt 
the children of diſobedience.” v. 25. * But $ 
that doth wrong, tell receive for the wrong whit 
be hath done : And there is no reſpect of perſons. 
s Theff. i. 10, * Whom he raiſed from ths 
dead, even Jeſus, which delivered us from Ii 
wrath to come.” Chap. iv. 6. * That no m4 
#0 beyond and defraud his brother in any mae: 
ter ; becauſe the Lord is the avenger of all ſuc &; 
as we allo have forewarned you, and teſtifieg- 
Chap. v. 3. * For when they ſhall ſay, peat® 
and ſafety; then ſudden deſtrution comer? 
upon them, as travail upon a woman wa 
child : fnd they ſhall not eſcape.” 2 Theil. 1.8 
7, v9, 9. ©Secingit is a righteous thing wi 
God to recompenſe tribulation to them Ws: 

rouble you ; and to you. who are trouble, 
reſt with us, whey the -Lord Jeſus ſhallits 
revealed »: 


pa" 
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revealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, 
in flawing'fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey. not_ the goſpel 
of our- Lord Jefus| Chriſt : Who ſhall be pu- 
mihed with everlaſting deſtruftion from the pre- 
fence of the Lord, and the glory of his power.” 
Chap. it. 16, 11, 12, © And with all deceryable- 
neſs'of unrighreouſneſs, in them that periſh ; be- 
cauſe they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be ſaved. And for this' cauſe 
God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that they 
ſhould believe a lic : That they all might be damu- 


Sed, who believed not the truth, - but had plcz- 
"Jure in unrighteouſneſs.” 1 Tim, v. 24. ** Some 


mens -ſins are open þefore hand, geing before to 


Judgment ; and ſome men they | follow aſter,” 


Chap. vi.-9. * But they that will be-rich fall 
mto temptation, and a ſnare, ' and into” many 
fooliftr and hurtful luſts, which drown men in de- 
firudien and perdition.” 2, Tim; ii. 12. ** If we 
ſoffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him : If we de- 
ny him, be alſo will deny xs.” Heb. ii. 2, 3. ** For 
if-the word ſpoken by angels was ſtedfaſt, and 
every tranſpreſion and diſobedience received a 
qJuft recompence of reward'; how ſhall we -cſ- 
cape, if we negle& ſo great ſalyation 2” Chap. 
m.'19, compared with iv. 11. * So we ſee that 


" they could not enter in becauſe of unbelicf. Let 


us labour therefore to enter into that reſt, leſt 


#a0y man fall aſter the ſame example of unbelicf.” 


Chap. vi.'4; &c, © For it is impoſſible for thoſe 
hy ' who 


('39-) 
who were once enlightened, &e —If they (Ml 
\ fall away, torenew them again unto repentante + 
' Sexing they crucify to themſelyes: the Sony; pf 
% God afreſh, and put him to an open fhaghr. 
” For the earth, which drinketh in the rain Hi 
cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth hery 
&c. receiveth blefiing from God... But mt 
which beareth thorns and - briars, 1s rejeQ24, 
and is nigh unto curſing : Whole end 45 tq 56 
burned.” Chap. x, 26, &c. For. it. we: Ha 
wilſully afrer that we have received the kn@y- 
ledge of the truth, there remaineth no more: - 
crifice for fins : But a certain fearful lookiMg 
for of judgment, and hey indignation, whith 
{hall devour the adverſaries, . He that deſpkxd& 
Moſes's law. died without . mercy; Of ;& 
much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall be be thath®: 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot.the Ft 
of God, and counted the blood of the covengſit, 
wherewith he was ſanCtifed, an unholy thine ; 
and hath done deſpite to the Spirit of, Grage 


, 
W:1 
For we know - him that hath ſaid, Ven geati&e 


belongeth unto me, 1 will recompenſe, ſaich; 2c 
Lord. Itis a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of "the living - God ! But we are naRof 
them who draw back «uno perdition ; but of them 
that believe, to the ſaving of the ſoul,” CHNp- 
Xil. 15,  &C. -* Looking diligently, leſt 

man fat! of the grace of God; leſt any oh of | 
bitterneſs ſpringing up, rrouble you, and thhre= 
py many be defiled : Leſt there be any forts 
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tor, or profane perſon, as Eſau, who for one 
morſel ''of- mear fold his birthright. For. ye 
know how that afterward, when he would have 
wherited the bleſſing, he was rejected; For he 
found no place of repentance, though he ſought 
carefully, with tears. Sce that ye refuſe not 
him that ſpeaketh : For 1f they eſcaped not whe 
refuſed him that ſpake on earth, much more ſhall 
wor "we e/cape, if we wwrn away from hum that 
fpeaketh from heaven.” 1 

Ws have allo the apoſtle James's witnels. tg 
turnre puniſhment. - Jam. ii, 13, * For heſhall 
Save judgment without. mercy, that hath ſhew- 
eg no mercy.” To have judgment. without 
mercy, is to be puniſhed according to his ill 
deſert,” Farm. iv. 12. © There is one lawgiver, 
who 1s able to ſave, and ts deſiroy : Who art 
thou that jJudgeſt another?” Jam. v. x, &c; 
*Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for 
your miſeries that ſhall come upon you. Your gold 
and your filyer is cankered; and the ruſt of 
them ſhall be'a witneſs againſt you, and ſhall 
eat your fleſh, as it were fire: Te have heapn 
ed treaſure topether for the laſt days.” 

ST, PETER Comes next in courſe. 1. Pet. iii, 
19. By whichalſo he went and preached to the 
ſpirits in prifon ; which ſometime were diſobe- 
dent, when onee the long ſuffering of God 
wanted in the days of Nogh, while the ark was 
preparing.” Here the ſpirits of the ſinners of 
the old world, to whom Noah preached, being 
influenced 


{$2 
iwfluenced thereto by the ſpirit. of Chriſt, 4676 
- ty of as being in priſon, when. St- Pe ze 
rote, which was above 2600 years-after ty. 
left this world, They are therefore cif ng 
wow, confined in darkneſs and deſpair, to! Se 
judgment of the-great day. Chap. 1v. 17, 38. 
*For the time 1s come that judgment mult 3e- 
gin at the honſe of God : And if it firſt begiptat 
us, what ſhall be the ent! of them that obey not+the 
golpel of God? And it the righteous ſcarcely þe 
iaved, where ſhall the ungodly and the fared 
pear?” Chap, v.s. *© Be ſober, be vigilant ;e- 
cauſe your adverſary, 'the devil, as a roatt ug 
lion, oe” about /ecking whom he may devait%,” 
2. Pet. 11. » 3y &c. *© Ihe bring ON them/eÞ ws 
favift iefirilion Whoſe juJgment. now &f\ia 
long time lmpereth not, and heir damnation Aem- 
bereth not. For if God ſpared not the angels 
that finned; but caſt them down. to hell, ad. 
delivered thert into chains of darkneſs, 19:08 
referved unto - Ju Igment, and ſpared not; he 
old world, bringing in the flood upon the wg) 
of the ungodly ; and turning the cities of Sodgin 
and Gomorrah into alhes, condemned thts 
with an overthrow, making them an exanjife 
unto thoſe that after ſhould live ungodly TI je 
Lord knoweth how to reſerve the unjuſt #479 - 
the day of judgment, to be puniſhed. Theſe, $as 
natural brute beaſts, made to be taken andige- 
ſtroyed, ſball utterly periſh in their corruptiy | 
Thefe are wells without water, clouds thath? 376 
carries 
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carried with a tempeſt, whom the miſt of dath. 


neſs is reſerved forever.” Chap. 'lil. 7, 9, 1% 
& But the heavens and the carth which are not, 


by the' ſame word arc kept in ſtore, reſerved. 


unto fire againlt the day of judgment, end per- 
dition of ungodly men, The Lord is' not ſlack 
concerning bis promiſe (as forme men count 
fackneſs) but is long-ſuffering to us-ward, not 


_ willing es any ſhould periſh, but that all 


FY 


ſhould come to repentance.” Here it is fup- 
poſed that all will periſh, who do not come to 
repentance in this life, while God. waits 'on 


Fthem ; and therefore certain deſtruftion tothoſe 


who continue impenitent through life, under 
all means uſed with them to bring them to re- 
pentance, 1s in theſe words fully afferted. 


It will be thought ſtrange, perhaps, by ſome; 


that this paſſage, from which it has been infer- 
red that all mankind: will be ſaved, ſhould be 
nled to prove diretly the reverſe, viz. that 
many will periſh, It has been faid, if God is 
not willing that any ſhould periſh, certainly 
none can periſk; for who hath reſiſted his will ? 

To this it may be anſwered, in the firſt place, 
That it 1s certainly very ftrange indeed, and 
perfectly unaccountable, that St, Peter ſhould 
here aſſert that none of mankind will periſh ; 
fiince he had declared the contrary, over and 
over again, in this epiſtle ; and does it even in 


this very paragraph. He had ſaid, that falſe 


teachers would bring on themfelyes ſwift de- 
Pruction, 


, YET 
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ſirutioy. That God referved the wicked: n 
the day of judgment, to be puniſhed. That gy | 
ſhall atterh PERISH in their own corruptifh. 
And in the next verſe but ene before this, "1 5, 
the heavens and the earth are reſerved unto 
againſt the day of judgment, and perdition of iy 
godly men, And with reference to this awthl 
cataſtrophe, he ſays, that God does f5t 
briag it on immediately, becauſe he is lotg f- 
fering, and diſpoſed to give men time and 69- 
portunity to repent, not willing that any ſhob ef 
periſh in that deſtruftion, which he had ; 
ſaid was coming on ungodly men, So that! 
here aſſerts, God is longtuftering, not willig 
that any ſhould periſh, as he had juſt ſaid yivs 
godly men will periſh ; for whoſe perdithÞ 
God had already made Droviſion, 

The way 1s now prepared to anſwer, in tf 
next place. When the apoltie ſays, Gad ns 
longſuffering, not willing that any ſhould pr 
rith, but that all houjd come to repentance, the 
natural, plain, and only conſiſtent meaning [2 
that God in his dealings with men, in his pros 
vidence, docs not conlult and purſue methoprt 
to circumvent and enſnare them, to prevent 
their having a ſufficient and fair opportunity'ty 
repent ; but puts them under all proper advatr: 
tages for this ; ſers before them the ſtrongep; 
motives, and waits upon them With great TY 
tence and long fuffering ; and who bas.at thy. 
{ſame time declared, that if they do not come te ; 

H repentance +: 
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repentan ce 111 this life, they ſhall certainly-pe- 
niſh. tin the perditign. of ungodly men. * He 
will not put'an end to the world, until he has 
uſed all, proper and ſuitable means, and .taken 
te greateit conceiFable variety of merhoos and 
way$,in the wiſeſt and bet manner, adapted to 
bring them to repentance; that they who con- 
tinue Imperytent may appear 11) their tre obiti- 
nacy, and perverienels and be left wholly with- 
out any excul; ; and their full defert of the de- 
ſtrudion which God - will bring upon them, 
and bis” righteouſneſs 10 puniſhing them, may 
be feen'in the cleareſt light, by all. , 

And, by the way, they who ſuppoſe that St, 
Peter here aſlerts, that not one ſhall perifh, mult 
allow he equally afterts, that all ſhall come to 
repentance; for Gag is ſaid to will the latter, 
as much as the former, And this repentance 
is to take piace 1 this hfe ; becauſe God is long- 
fultering towards them in this world, for this 
end, But tiicy do not pretend, that God brings 
all mcntto repentance in this world, If then, 
notwith tanding what God wills reſpeCting their 
repentance, they do not repent ; what evidence 
is there that they. will not periſh ? If they ſay, 
the repentance which God wills, is to take 
place iv the other world ; it will then be aſked; 
"Why he 1s long'ſuffering toward them in this 

world 11 order to their coming to repentance 
in the other w##1d* 1f they are not to come to 
repentance in this life, why docÞ God wait ups» 

| O11 
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on-them here, eventolong ſuffering, and nor 
them direetly into the thei world, where th oF 
will repent? For to wait on them here; is a+ 
ly to put their repenzance off to a greater a 
tance, To ſendihem out of this world, 1s he 
only way to eflcct and halter? ti JE. FEPEenta ney 

Burt to proceed, This apoltle | DE: iks of th - 


1 
who.'go: to deſtrudion by at alinp the hor 
ſcriptures. © In which, 1. e. St. Paul's writn Po 
are ſome things hard to be underſtood, whictt 
tney that are unlearned (or rather euicath able 
and unſtable wreſt, as. they do aifo the "ke 


dans . Eon BS TE (3 hs. £2 " 

{criptures, Fo T6, Fel UC 11 GETFT ULETEORes 
OY | 1 

The apoſtle Jace ſpeaks 1n much. the 


language with St, Peter, of the puniſhmen 
Ocitrud cup of {inners. He favs © 1 will 
fore D\ Y OU In 4 memorand G now that 
Laid v6 'g ſaved the people out of. th 
of Egypt, aſte] wards meftroy?d them th 


: . 
leived nn. And the agen WHICH. Kt ry 


their firſt eſtate, but left their own: babu 
he hath reſerved in everlaſting chaing” 
darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the and day 5 os 


even as Sodom and- Gomorrah, and the eitiesas } 
bout them, are ſet forth for an exam ple, [nffer: oe 
the VEHgEeance of eternal fit a. T1] aw F theſeii > 
filthy dreamers, &c.—-Wo unto..them, or th Ye 
have gone in the way of Cain, anc I ran greedily£ 
14 the way of Balaam for a reward, and perfil} 
in the ga1i! ſaying of Corah, Thele ate w andere”! Y 
ng Nars ; fo wHomris ro eſerve ed the blackneſs of dark" 4 
neſs Yortver, The 18 
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 Txz apoſtle John, who ſo much celebrates 
the love of God, yet ſpeaks of future puniſh- 
ment. 1 John. v. 16.'* There isa {1 unto death: 
-F do not lay that he ſha! pray for it.” That 19, 
there is a fin which God will hot pardon; but 
it is infallibly connefted with the ſecond deat, 
which 1s'the wages of fin. I therefore do not 
direct any chriſhan ro pray for the pardon of this 
fn. Butmoreof this is ro be found in the book 
ot the Revelation, wr itten by St. John. Chap. 
MN. 11. © He that overcometh ſha// rot be hurt 
of the ſecond death. It is hcre implied, that all 
who do not overcome in this lite, ſhall fuffer 
the ſecond death, What this is; we ſhall 6nd 
ly explained in this book, Chap. x1. 18. 
And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is 
come, and the time of the deat, that 4bey ſhould 
be judged, and that thou ſhouldeſt give reward 
unto thy fervants + and ſbowuldeſt defſirey them 
which deſtroy ihe earth.” The deſtruction here 
ſpoken of- is .confſequert on the day of judg- 
ment. Chap..xiv. 9, &c. * And the third an- 
gel followed them, fayivg with a loud voice, If 
any man worſhip the beaſt and his image, and 
receive his mark 1n his forchcad, or in his band, 
the ſame ſhall drink of the wine of the wrath of 
»Ged, which is poured out. without mixture, into the 
cup of his indignation: And he ſhall be tormented 
with fire and brimſione, in the preſence of the 
boly angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb. 
Ana the [moke-of their ter ment oſcendeth up forever 


and 


and ever : And they have no reſt day nor aber 
And the angel thrult inhis fickle ivto-the eg th, 
and gathered the vine of the-earth, and ct it 
wmto 1he great wine-pre/s of the wrath of nod. 
And the wine-prefs was' trodden without he 
city, and blood came out of the wine-preſs, 
even unto the horſe-bridles, by the ſpaceti x. 
-— gan and fix hundred furlongs.” Chap. 
XIX. I, 3, © And1I heard a great voice of mif\ 
Ole 1n heaven, ſaying, Allehuia : Salvatian, 
and plory, and” honor, | and pawer unto i 
Lord our God, And again they ſaid; Altels 7 
And ber /moke roſe up forever and ever.” Ck x 
Xx. 6, &c. * Bleſſed and holy-is he thar taxhg 
part in the firſt reſurrection :: On ſuch the 
cond death bath uo power. | And fire came dovn 
from God out of heaven, and devoured the ©. 
And the devil that deceived them, was caſt ito 
the lake of fire aud brimſtone, where the beſt 
and the falſe: prophet are: And ſball be tormewits 
day and night, forever and ever, And 1 ſawn 
. tary white "throne, and him that ſat ore it. 
nd I ſaw the dead, ſmall and prear, ſtand-t.8- 
fore God. And they were judged every"nim 
according to their works, And deathand 7 it 
were caſt into the lake of fire. Tumis Is Tz 
$ECOND DEATH. And whoſoever was 4,80 
found- written in the book of life, was 6 
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cefrcrs, and idolaters, and all liars,. ſha!l have 
thew-part.in the lake that burneth with fire 
and brimitone : WY bith'is the ſecond death. Ch. 
2x1.,10, &c. * Andhe ſaid unto - me, ſeal 
nor the ſayings of rhe prophecy of rhis book : 
For the time'1s 'at hand. He that is nnjuſt; 77 
bim be unjuſt Bill; abd he which is filthy, /et bm 
be fithy if: And hethat is righteous, Tet him 
be righteous. (Hill : And he that is holy let him 
be holy Ul. And + beheld I come quickly ; 
and my reward is with me, /o give every man 
according as bis workFhall be. Bleſſed are rhey 
that do his commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city. For W:thout 
are dogs ane ſorcerers, and whoremongers, and 
Idolaters, and whoſoever loveth and 'maketh a 
he. 1 reſtify unto every man that heareth 
the words of the prophecy of this book, If any 
man ſhall add unto theſe: things, God ſhall add 
wnto bim the plagues that are written in this book, 
And if any man ſhall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God fhall take 
S 2way his part out of the book of fe, and out 
of the holy city, -and from the things which 
are written in this book. He which teſtifieth 
theſe things, faith, ſurely I come quickly, 
Amen.” 

Havixc thus ' attended to. what we find in 
$8 the holy ſcriptures, © reſpeRting the future pu- 
1 mihment of the wicked, the ITY remarks 
L may be made upon it . Their 
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1. Their puniſhment will "certainly "be w+y 
Freat and terrible, It it were not. fo, tie 
» 1 | L ; ; , 4 = 
would not beſo much ſaid of it, and it w&&d 
not be repreſented-in fuch Tanguage, andy 
ſuch figures and fimilitudes, as have been tra- 
cribed. Ir is ſaid, they {hall be caſt into a R4- 
Nace of fire, where they ſhall expreſs their a8- 
guiſh, rarture and rage, by wailing and pnah- 
ing of teeth» © They ſhall be tormented &t 
and nighr, without ceſlation,- or the leaft inte7- 
miſhton of eaſe, 1n a lake of tire and brimſtott X 
They ſhall ſuffer God's fiery 12d10nation an 
wrath, being 10.the utmolt- cribulation and aff 

[1 A ry T [ , . "2. . | pe 0] 
guiſh :- And in puniſhing them God will [n&AK 
his wrath, and make his power known: ;© the 


d 


being vellels of wrath, fitted to this terrible 8 
o * , 4 2) i #5 
ſtruction, a {> &c. 1 LH4AL muſt De « Very ITEED 


and dreadful evil which requires ſuch languagy 
as this, 1h order to give us the moſt proper id&% 
ot it, that we can have in this ftate'? | = 
”_ . l ' — , n " Ls | B+; 

2.. It 13 -adQuncantly evident, from” a great; 
7» | 150 At IIITE i os $07 —Þ 

wmver ot the pallages of ſcripture which hat%# 


| "to! — S > [ ” yg dt 
been CIteu, that IS PUNENMENT 1S to he exe: 


tended De) ond the 'day of judgment ; Yea, With 
then commence IN 1t3 proper*magnitude, ares 
terrible periection. They are faid to be r*5 
ſerved unto the day of judement;” to be Pun ous 
They are ſaid to be trealuring up wrath; whilts 
11 this world, againit that day of wrath: Ang& | 
then they are to receive the awſul ſentence fron. | 
Chriſt, Depart, ye cur/ed, ints everlaſting fire, ang. 
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actually go away into everlaſting puniſhment, 3.1% 
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gjett the bible, and turn deiſts. 
flatter, they will be more conſiſtent with them- 
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3. Is it not ſurpriſing, that any who profeſs 
to adhere to the bible as a revelation from God, 
ſhould believe there is no puniſhment for the 
wicked in a future ſtate; or if there may be 
ſome degree of evil aſter death, it will not be 
extended beyond the day of judgment, in any 
inſtance ; but all will be perfeAly happy from 
that time, forever! This notion is ſo direly 
oppoſed tothe {cripture account of this matter ; 
and particularly the paſlages which have becn 
now mentioned ; that it may be expected they, 
eſpecially the moſt ſenſible of them, who have 
embraced it, will either ſoon give it up, and 
admit that the wicked will be puniſhed in rhe 
future ſtate, after the day of judgment ; or re- 
It they "do the 


ſelves, than now they are. If they perſiſt in 
their preſent profeſſed belief, with the bible in 
their hands, they muſt be conſidered as remark- 
able inſtances ol infatuation, and * ſtrong de- 
Juſion.” They indeed fay, they have a number 
of paſſages of ſcripture in favour of their opi- 
nion. But he who has with ſeriouſneſs and at- 
tention conſidered the ſcriptures which have 
been now produced, may be confident, that 
no ſcripture can be found to ſupport a doQtrine 
ſo direaly contrary to ſuch a great number of 

lain, expreſs declarations. And that he muſt 
under the power of great prejudice, and 


, enthuſiaſm, who can be confident he has found 


one 
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ſuffers the whole ; ail the evil "gs. Mars 7 ils on him. © The fannef + 3 


Y 
E 3 
one paſſage in favour of ſuch s Jofring' 
However, the ſcriptures they produce will b4: 
particularly confidered hereafter; by which, J*: 
is hoped, the juſtice of this remark will be tuſ- 
ficicntly ſupported, * & 
4. It %': 
* To cvalle the force of the numerous declarations ang”: 
threatningz of the futare puniſhment of the wicked, which: 
have been recited in the toregoing pages, they who deny; 
that any man will be puniſhed ig the future Rate, have ſug: £ 
geſted the following things. OT 
Ie has been laid, The# 1hreatuings avs al! leveled againſf tha: 
os of men ; and that thele fins or evil prineiples in #ien, whith |; 
ſeparated from them, ſhall be puniſhed. RY 
But to talk -of the iience and puniſhment, paitz ans 
ſufferings of fias or evil principles in ren, when {eparates> 
from thoſe who finaed, and they arc made perteRtly happy;: : 
is to - ablurd and ridiculous to need Js ſerious and forma "4, 
an{ >, And it is difficult to conceive how any max can be; 3; 
fativited with ſuch a folution ; or even belreve what he advancesg.: 
- has alſo been ſaid, That this thr eatened puniſhment is ta be; * 
od on the dreils, not wn man, ol 
"Aniwer. Though this does trot ſhock common ſenſe ſell? 
much as that juſl mentioned ; yet, it flatly contradicts whats: | 
is expreſſed in every threatning ; for wicked #1-n are threatened, Fi. 
not devils, It undermines al ground of reliance on the word 
of God ; for according to this, when he ſays, hundreds off, 
times, that wicked men (hall be puniſhed, and particular] 
wes their charaQer, he does not mcan any ſuch ding 
|. 0tes, when the devil ſhall be ca(l into the lake of fir | 
bealt and falſe prophet are there with him, where they "hall / as 
be tormented forever and ever, Yea, all the fearful and; Mt 
unbelieving, and murderers, and whoremongers, ſorcerers, :3 vg 
idoiarers, and all liars, ſhall have their part in the ſame ey , 
of fire, Rev. xx. 10, xxi. 8, 
Others have ſaid, Thee threatnings are diſigned only to ſew 
that finngrs deſerve; and net what they ſhall ſuffer : For Ghri 
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therefore will eſcape, tohat be othyr wiſe nuft have ſuffers. 
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4. It ought to be obſerved, that though theſe 
ſcriptures have been produced, only to ſhew, 
that it is abundantly afferted, that a fore and aw- 
ful puniſhment awaits all the wicked in the 
future 


Arifwer 1. This is direQAly contrary to thoſe, threatnings 
and dcelarations, lt is expreisly laid, in 2 gremt variety of 
paſſages, that wicked men, whoſe character is particularly ang 
abundantly deſcribed, ſhall themſelves, in their own perſons, 
be puniſhed; that God will inflit it on them; and that theſe 
{hall be reward-d according to their works, and receive of 
Chriſt the judge, according ta what they have done in the 
body; and that theſe ſhall aually go away into everiaſtin 
puniſhment, &c. &c. 

Anſwer 2, If thoſe declarations and threatnings were only 
to declare and ſhew, what ail men deſerve, and not what any 
will ſuffer : Or if they all refer to Chriſt, and he is the only 
zerſon that ſuffers; then one man, or claſs of men, of a 
articular charaGer, could not be pointed out as the objets 
Fof theſe declarations and threatnings, more than all others ; 
tor, on this ſuppohtion, they muſt be equal'y true of all men, 
and equaſlly applicable to them, whatever be their character : 
Why then is this puniſhment threatened, and faid to be 
inflicted only on one claſs of men, of a particular charaRer, 
viz. Thoſe who have no love to Chriſt, are unbelievers, 
know not God, and do not obey the golpel, &c, While 
not one threatning, but promiſes ot deliverance and ſaiyation, 
are made to thoſe of a different and contrary character ; and 
it is abundantly declared, that while the former are puniſhed 
with everlaſting deſtruction, the latter ſha!) not be puniſhed, 
or condemned, but have everlaſting lite ? This is impoſſible ! 

On the whole, do not ſuch notions and evaſions as theſe, 
ferve to ſhew how weak and defencelels their cauſe is, who 
aff-rt there is no puniſhment for any man in the world to 
come, rather than to give it ſo much as any plauſible ſupport ? 
Surely they tend to render the bible uſeleſs and conmremptib'e. 
Muſt not every conſiſtent friend to that ſacred book, reje&t 
them with abhorrance; and not without ſurpriſe, that they 
ſhou'd be ever thought of, by any man ? 
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future ſtate, who die impenitent ; yet, from: i 
attentive view of then, they prove more, ev 
that this puniſhment will be without end. The 
has been Ttemarked concerning a number: y' 
ſcriptures that have been mentioned, in which 
the puniſhment is not expreſs/y (aid to be ever: 
laſting ; bur that it will be ſo, is neceſlarily ins 
plied: Aud the fame remark might be mat 
concerning a_number of others. And it may 
be obſerved here, that what the ſcripture ſays | 
of future puniſhment, being conſidered in on 

collective view ; nothing can be found whice 
carries the leaſt intimation that this puniſhmeky: 
will ever cnd : Which we might expect, ſing: 4 
there is ſo much ſaid of ir, if this were true? 
eſpeciall y, ſince there is ſuch infinite differeha;; 
between a temporary and an endleſs (puniſhy*? 
ment, and 1t is of fuch importance to men Y 
know, whether it be without end, or vot : By: 
on the contrary, the whole taken together, al; 
if every paſſage be viewed ſeparately, it carries: 
the complexion of an endleſs puniſhment : E-* 
ſpecially, ſince it is ſo often, and in facha paFi”; 
ticular way and connexion, afleried to be eters: 
nal or ever/aſting. But as this was not to by: 

particularly conſidered under this head, ut oh 
&0uric bripgs us to the next ſection. «; 
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WHEREIN itis particularly conſidered, whe- 
ther it be revealed in the Holy Scriptures, that 
the future Puniſhment of the Wicked Twill be 
endleſs, 


T is particularly and abundantly declared un 
the holy ſcriptures, that the future puniſh- 
ment of the wicked will have no end. 
The evidence of this propoſition will be pro 
duced under the following particulars. 
FirsT, The puniſhment of the wicked 13 
many times, in the ſcripture, expreſsly declared 
to be eyerlaſting, eternal, and to continue for- 
yer. 
y Theſe paſſages have been mentioned /under 
Fhe preceding head, bur mult be rehearied here, 
— with & yiew to illuſtrate this particular, Job. 
Xx. 7. K is laid, that the wicked periſh forever. 
Plal, xcii, 7, ©* When the wicked ſpring as 
the graſs, and when all the workers of iniquity 
do flouriſh, it is that they ſhall be deſtroyed for 
ever,” Iſai. xxxiv. 14, The.cvil that is coming on 
ſinners, is called * everlaſting burnings.” And the 

rophet Daniel, ſpeaking of the wicked, ſays, 
they ſhall riſe to ſhame and everlaſting conter pt. 
Chap. xii. 2. St. Paul, ſpeaking of Chriſt's 
coming tojudgment, to Make vengeance on all 
that haye not known and. obeyed him, ſays, 

hey ſyall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtru&ton; 
The apoſtles 1 Peter and Jude, ſpeaking of the 

puniſhment 
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puniſgment of the wicked, ſay; ©* To whem 
the miſt of darkneſs is reſerved forever;? $1: 
** To whom is reſerved the blackneſs of dai Þ- 
neſs forever, ' Even as Sodom and Gomiy- 
rah, and the cities about them, 1vINg theQ- 
ſelves oyer to forhication, and going aftir 
ſtrange fleſh, are ſet forth for an example, (44f- 
fering the vengeance of eternal Fire.” 2 Pet Ch 
li. 17. Jude v. 7. 13- Aad Chriſt himſelf; 
repeatedly declared, that the puniſhment of Fe 
wicked will be everlaſli ing. Mark lii.. 29. M4 
that ſhall blaſpheme againſt the Holy Gaokth / 
hath never lorgivenels, put is in danger of elf | 
wat damnation.” Matth. xviii. 8. * It is betty: 
for thee to. enter imto life halt or maimed, racky;$ 

than haying two hands or two feet, to be & 
into everlaſiing fire. Matth.. xxv. 41, 4# 
* Then ſhall he ſay alſo unto them on the ket 
hand, Depart . from me, ye curſed, into eug#* 
laſting fre, prepared for the devil and his ange #. 
And theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting Pun 
ment: But the righteous into /ife eterual.” - En. 
the laſt mentioned words, the following obg7 
vations may be made, | 
1, Our Saviour here gives a- particular Kd 
ſolemn repreſentation of the day of judgmen}; 
and ſtates the iſſue of jt, both to the righted 
and the wicked, yery@articularly; and dou: 
leſs uſes language that is quite plain and inte} 
ligible, ſo that the final ſtate of one and this 
other is preciſely ſtated, and will be cleanty 
ſoggelledsy; 
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| ſuggeſted, without need of any laboured criti- 


cilm. "The ſubject is of infinice importance to 
all: And when our divine teacher undeftakes 
to give a particular account of it, and to tell all 
men, of eyery capacity, learned and unlearned, 
what are the different and oppoſite charaCters of 
thoſe whom he, will ſet on his right hand, and 
on his left; and what will be the ſentence 
which he will pronounce on each; what will 
be the reward and happineſs of the one, and 
what the puniſhment and miſery of the other ; 
we may be ſure he has choſen words that are 
wnoſt plain and caſy to be underſtood, and beſt 
Muired ro convey the truth: And has properly 
guarded againſt every miſtake. He has not 
lett us in the dark about the duratioa of the 
happineſs of the righteous, or puniſhment of 
the wicked ; whether the one or the other ſhall 
be endleſs, or infinitely ſhort of it ; but moſt 
certainly, has ſtated this important point, in 
which we are all ſo much intereſted, very pre- 
Cilely ; fo that we are in no danger of making 
a miſtake, and of taking his meaning to be in- 
finitely otherwiſe than it really is, unleſs ir be 
wholly our own fault. 

2, The word which our Saviour uſes twice, 
in this paſlage, to denote the duration of the 
puniſhment of the witked, and tell us how 
long this ſhall laſt, be has uſed twenty times 
on various occaſions, and in difterent diſcourſes ; 
and it eyery one of theſe inſtances he evident- 
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ly uſes it in exaQly one and the ſame ſenſes; 
and | intends by it an endleſs duration. Ang 
when he uſes it twice here oz purpoſe to ref] 
us how long the puniſhment of the wicked; 
ſhalt continue, is it poſſible that he ſhould, in 
tend by ir ſomething infinitely different; a:dw4' 
ration 10finitely ſhort of endleſs; and that with; 
out giving the leaſt intimation of his uſag +: 
in ſuch a different ſenſe ? So far from chic. 
that he uſes it in ſuch a connexion - here, 'ay 
will naturally lead usto underſtand him, as des? 
ſigning to expreſs an endleſs duration, hougle' 
he had never uſed the word on any other OCCas |! 
fion. This leads to another remark, | 
2. The ſame word is uſed here, in the very, 
fame ſentence, to expreſs the endleſs life and; 
happineſs of the righteous, which -is uſed ro; 
denote the duration of the puniſhment of the: 
wicked. - © And theſe ſhall go away. into os, 
laſting puniſhment ; but the righteous into life;* 
eternal,” The word in our tranſlation is indeed-: 
varied ; though ev erlaſling and eternal have prev: 
ciſely the ſame meaning ; but in the original,” 
the very /ame word 1s uſed in each part of the” 
ſentence, aud might be moſt exaaly render ml 
Theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment 3 
but the righteous into everlaſting "life. If the 
life into which the righteous go, be -ndlet” 
which all grant, and Jeſus uſes a word here t&}; 
expreſs ſuch a duration ; then certainly the 
lane word, uſed in the ſame ſentence, to expres; 
-the-:: 
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the duration of the puniſhment into which the 
wicked ſhall go, muſt mean an endleſs duration : 
Eſpecially, as the life of the righteonts, and pu- 
* mfhment of the wicked, are ſet in direct oppo- 
ſition to each other. If the puniſhment of the 
wicked were temporary, and muſt have an end ; 
and the life of the righteous endlefs : So' that 
the former is as nothing, compared with the lat- 
ter ; and the wicked, as well as the righteous, 
were equally to enjoy everlaſting life ; would 


righteous, and the temporary mifery of the 
bvicked, in-dire&t oppoſition to cach other, and 
an the ſame ſentence uſe the fame word. to ex- 
preſs a daration infinitely different ? This can- 
notbe : For ſuch a fuppoſttion makes him con- 
Jound language, as never any man did, and ren» 
der ut pertealy unintelligible and infigoificant, 
This repreſents Him, who is full of grace and 
truth; and came into the world to reveal the 
wonderful love and grace of God, and accoms 
' plith and diſplay the great falvation of man, as 
uling words, and ſpeaking, 11 a manner which 
tends to deceive men, and make them bclieve 
that this ſalvation ' is far leſs extenſive than it 
really is, and lead them to think ' he will pu- 
niſh the wicked infinitely more than he-defigns-; 
That the duration of this puniſhment. ' will be 
equal to that of the happineis of the righteous, 
when; in-truth, it 1s nfnitely leſs, and not Wor- 
- thy 20 be mentioned, 1 compariſon —_ the 
attcrs 


Chriſt thus ſer the endleſs happineſs of .the 
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litter, This bs far from him ! And if it be, there is a! 


much reaſ-n to conclude, frum his moit exprets an& 
poiaced afſ-riion, that the Py uſhm-nc of the wicked 


will be without ead, as thac ce] + Ga pineſs of che righs!; 
feous wil: be (5: Yea, we may "I as fure of | It, 2s "G 
Can be, that heisa Teache *r come from God pr 


"SEC NDLY | The eadleſs pan: it neat of the wicked is '! 
expreiicd a number of times ia ſcripture, 1n words ye\* 
mare Kt iCal, 1f polſible z; when 1t is ſaid to contin ug i 
forever and ever, R: V.X'V. 10, It, ** And he. ſhall 
cormented with he and brim _ In the preſeas ce of 
the holy angels, add in the prelence of the Lamv% A y. 2 
the Imok: of cheir torment aſcendeth up forever and ever e1 
Chap. xx. J * Aad again they faid Alleluia 5 Ang 
her ſmoke roſe up forever and ever.” Chap. xx. 104M 
"And the devil that deceived them, was caſt into «he: 
lake of fire and brimftoane, where the beaſt aad the falſs;;: : 
prophet are ; and ſhall be cormected,, day and nightyF, 
forever 4n4 ever.” And all the wicxed are ſaid. to boy, | 
calt into this lake. v. 15, © And wholoever was no 
found written in the book of life was caſt into the la kes;! 
of fire.” Chavy. xxi. $. © But the feartal and uabes 
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heving, and the abominable, and murderers, and. | 

 £ - 
whoremongers, and forcerers, and ido! arers, and all liars, er: 
ſhall have cheir part In Lien lake which b urneth with fire ft, 


and brumitone z "hi : the ſecond death 
This expreſſion, png ind ever, is found twenty-{296. bo 
cimes in che orig nal, in the New- Teſtament, It is uſed. 
eizhe times in the epilties of St. Paul and Peter, where ' 
they aſcribe glory, Howmr and praiie and dbangion tO: es 
God, forever an4 ever. It is found fourteen times in this”: % 
b3ok of the Revelations, It 13 uſed 7twwrice, to expreſs} b | 


the duration of the kinzdom and reign of Chrilt, and'7 


the'redeem:d. Chap. x xi. he The kingdoms of chis!]!, 


world ate become the kingoms of our Lord, and of his, 
K Cuariſt, 
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Chriſt, and he ſha!l reign forever and ever.” Chap. xxii. 
5. * And there ſhall be no night there, and they need 
n2 candle, neither light of the ſun ; for the Lord Gad 
giveth them light : Aad they ball reign forever and ever." 
Tbree times it is uſed ro expre(s the endlels duration of 
the power, glory and dominion, of Gad, Chap. i. 6. 
« To him be glory and dominion, forever and ever.” v. 
13. * Bleſſing and honor and glory, and power, be 
unto him that fitrerh upon the throne, and wato the 
Eamb, forever and ever.” vii. 12 * Bleſſing, and 
glory, awd wildom, and thank'giving, and honor, and 
power, and might, be unto our God forever and ever." 
Six times it is uſed to expreſs the endlets exiſtence and 
life of God. Chap. i. 18. **I am he thacliveth, and 
as dead: And behold I am alive forevermore, The 
Words are the ſame ia the original, which are elſewhere 
ranſlated, forever and ever. iv. 9, 10, © And when 
"thole four beaſts give glory, and honor, and thanks to 
him that fat on-the throne, who liverb forever and ever, 
the four and twenty elders fall down before him that ſat 
on the throne, and worſhip him that liveth forever and 
ever.” V. 14. ** And the four and twenty elders fell 
down and worſhipped him bat livethb forever and ever.” 
xX..6. ** And {ware by hint 7bat !iveib forever and ever.” 
Xv. 7. © And one of the four beaſts gave unto the ſeven 
angels, ſeven- golden vials full of the wrath of Gad, 
who liveth forever and ever,” The'lame words are uſed 
three times, to expreſs: the duration of the puniſhment of 
the wicked, in the places which have been quoted above, 
When we find the very fame words, uſed in the/New- 
teſtament near twenty times, to expreſs an endleſs du- 
ration, and above ten times in this book of the Reve- 
lation ;z and fix of them, moſt emphatically, and in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, to mack God's eternity, or the endleſs 
duration of his exiſtzace; and at the ſame ios fiad 
| fnem 


—— 
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them uſed ibree times, in the ſame book, by the fu 
wiiter, to denote the duration of future puniſhment ; 14: 
it poſſible ro miſtake the meaning, and think that 3 4: 
theſe tbree inftantes only; theſe words are uſed for a finis : 
Ouration? How can any one think they do not mean: 
an endleſs Juration, in theſe places, but ſomething in+ 
finitely ſhort of it, without doing violence to the lerip: 
ture, and his own reaſos ? 1” 
It wece contrary to God's nature and perfeQiong;; 
to puniſh fioners with endlels miſery, and very imploug;;- 
and moſt diſhonorable .to him; ard of the worſt rem: 
dency to man, for us toentertain ſuch a thought (which; 
they who oppoſe this deArine generally aflert) can it fi 
thought, that he, would expreſs himſelffo, on this poia?, 
as would naturally, and even m ceflarily, lead all ro con; % 
clude he will chus puniſh them, even as loog as he him?;: 
{elf ſhall exiſt, and not ſay a word to guard againſt thisz: 
concluſion ? Is it poſſible he ſhould do this, ina revelats; 
on which is deligned to give men right noticns of the dif. 
vine Character, and of the future tate of the wicked, anit;: 
in the moſt plain and deciſive manner, declare what they 
are to expect ; ; and to guard againſt ail wrong and ws -|þ : 
ful conceptions, reſpeRing this infinitely important tuby 
jet ? Moſt certainly, he who liveth forever and ever, 
and whoſe kingdom, honor and praiſe from the rey: 
deemed, will contibue firever and ever, will puniſh kige* 
Impeaitent enemies forever and ever, even as long as hg; : 
liverh, To doubt of this, is to call in queſtion the dis: 
vine authority of this Revelation. 4 
[T has been ſaid by ſome, that the words everlafting,a: 
forever, and"forever and ever, do not mean an endlets.” 
duration ; aod are often uſed for a limited t:me in ferip 
ture : And that the words in the Hebrew and Greek:: 
languages, tranſlated into the above Engliſh words, de; 
nos Agaity an eadleſy-duration.: Theretore it fall WG 
LOW ::: 
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follow that the puniſhment of the wicked will be; with- 
out end, though ſuch words art uſed to denote its Ous 
Tation, 

Whether there be any weight in this: obj:{QAtion, let 
every one judge, when be has attended to = follows 
0s oblervations, 

. It is certaip that the words «/ernal, everiafting; 
eoubng Wc. are, in a .great number of inſtances, 
*uſed in the Old-teſtamenc to expreſs the Curgtion 
of the exiſtence of God, and of his Kingdem ard 
reign, of his truth, mercy, praiſe ard honor, and of has 
counſels and deſigns, and the happineſs of his friends, 
&c. Anrdin all theſe inſtances, an endleſs duration is 
intended. We are obliged to affix this meaning to 
theſe words here ; and theref6re without doubt this is 
the*proper meaning of them, and they.+ mult be ſo _vn« 
derftood wherever they are uſed, unleſs we are guarded 
Sgainlt ir, by an expreſs or neceflary limitation, 

2. It does not yet appear, that theſe words are ever 
vuſcd in the origina}, when they are tranflated everloftivy, 
forever, &c. where it would not be proper to make ute 
of them, thovgh they do, when conſidered in their pro- 
per, full meaning, ſignify an endle's duration z but the 
contrary is evident, * This obſervation might be 4lluſ+ 
trated, by producing all the ipftarces in which theſe 
words are vſed in the Old-Teſtamenr; but this would 
be tco tedious, It may ſuffice to mention one or two z 
and leave the reader to examine 0:hers, if he pleaſes. 
When it is ſaid of a ſervant who refuled. his freedom, 
and conſequently had his ear bored through with an. 
awl, by tis maſter, that he ſhall ſerve him forever ; 
'To"&h the ſubjet neceſſarily lirnirs the meaning to 
this life.; yet a word that means an endleſs duration is 
Properly uſed bere, to ſignify his perpetual ſervitude, 
4n- 0ppolition to his being made free, When it is fre- 
| quently 
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quentiy {aig of many of the laws which were ' given 
lirael by VIO!er, that they were t': be everb:fti; 7 CEE 
&c, and ſhould be fo to that pi et: the mean ing! 
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P1ain, viz, That they ſhould zrever:- Ifregard rnem 2} 
| ; 8% 2 | FIY .. | 
ler them alt: le : 249.2 Ww IC L114 $4 357 {I engitfs 15 <y 


; *A 
mot proper to be uied in this caſe: And :dethet ny 


other worg could convey the idea dulizned to be 6s 
prefled, Therefore, though theſe words are uled in it + 
ſtances, where the nature of the. ſubjett does in fome Ws. 
ſreft l;mit them; Fouens 1s no evidence that they do: if 
theme] ves ſignify a Iimited time ;_ becauſe a word hot 
ſignifies ar unlimited duration, 1s moſt proper, an. 


even nNeCOC iy, rn 14 Apts the Toles 'n nc moſt plain, a1 
the rw" manner. ® |'s: 
2.” As to thoke words in the New-teftament, + 


Engliſh reader, who knows nothing of the origin 
Greek, may have full ſatisfation about the meaning# 
them j; and chat they mult intend an endleſs durarimy; 
even when they reſped the puniſhment-of the wicke&s 
fince they are uſed fo often; to expreſs the x cndighs ext % 
rence 0 God, and his kin "4 jor, and the never end 
life and [ Nappinets Cf the decinhd , wh never are ment 
tor a (eMPOorary duration, uUnicis it be in this inſtanctY - 


which canogt be ſuppoſed, without - confounding I 
guage”: 


—— 


* Ina deed gf conveyance of }apd, it is given and grant | 
to him to whom the conveyance is made,and his heirs, foros 
This forever is neceſſarily limited, / and- is not deſigned io 63 
tend beyond the; end of the world ; 2nd yet, a word-w by 
ſignifies an unlimited duration, of endleſs, is the; moſt prays! 
word to be uſed here; Ito ſignify. that-the grantor will - nx 
revoke the conveyance. . And if any one, obſerving the uly's} 
this word forever, in thoſe inftruments of conveyance, (hon 
hence counc/ude, that neither this word, nor | any one in "2 
Engliſh language, did fignify an end! ela duration in any 4 
whatever, he would reaſon as well as they dg; wha Make I 
objeQion above, 
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Cuage, and doing violence to words, as has been ob- 
Vv . 


4+. The greek word which is uſed fix times to expreſs 
the duration of the puniſhment of the wicked, and trank- 
lated eternal and everiafting, is to be found in above Je- 
vexty places in the New-teſtament : And it every where 
is evidently uſed to expreſs an endleſs duraticn, unleſs 
thoſe ſix places, which ſpeak of the duratios of future 
puniſhment be excepted, "And is not this ſufficient to 
aſcertain the meaning of the word, if we had no other 
yay to determine what it is deſigned co expreſs ? ® If a 
conliſtent 


® This word is ajon:os, and is derived from Fan; which 
is uſed above an hundred times in the New- Tceftament, and 
does not mean any certain, definite, but an indeterminate 
duration, unleſs it be limited by the words or ſubje, with 
which it is connected, And when the prepoſition «i is put 
before it, whether it be uſed in the ſingular or plural num» 
ber, it always fignifies an endleſs duration, and is generally 
tranſlated forever, and ſometimes never ; of which there arg 
near forty inſtances, only twa of which reſpe& the duration 
of future puniſhment, viz. 2 Pet, ii. 17. Jude y. 13. And 
no reaſon can be given why it ſhould not be underfiood here, 
as it muſt be in other places, where it is uſed, When rhe 
- words are doubled, they are more emphatical, and are tranſ- 
lated forever and ever. There are twenty-two inſtances of 
this, nineteen of which expreſs a duration which is certainly 
endleſs, In the remaining three the duration of future pu= 
piſhment is expreſſed, agreeable to what has been obſerved 
above, From this fiate of the caſe, is it not eaſy to deter- 
mine whether theſe words,” which in all other inſtances are 
uſed to expreſs 2 duration which is endleſs, do mean only a 
temporary, or an endleſs duration, when they are uſed with 
s Rn to let us know what is the duration of future puniſh» 
ment 

_ It 18 (aid by ſome, that this word ſignifies only an age ; of 
ages, when it is plural, If it be granted that it is ſometimes 
uicd for an indefinite age ; yet, it the adjeQtive 819759 3s _ 
Þ 
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no ſuch thing, as he certainly meant 1a the other, hn 
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conſiſtent and judicious author, ſhould uſe a FR f 
word above ſeventy times in one ſmall volume ; andin 
every inſtance, evidently make uſe of it to expreſs : 

ciſeiy the ſame thiag ; ſo that be could not poſſibly ns ti 
any thing elſe, or be miſunderflood, excepr in-five wr 
fix of them ; ſhould we not think ourſelves warrantes'!0o 
fix the ſame meaning to it, in theſe inſtances, unleſs he 
had given ſufficient intimation, chat he then uſed Se 
word in a different ſenſe ? There certainly could be $10 
doubt about his meaning in ſuch @ caſe: And-if any't4He 
ſhould. inſiſt upon ir, that in theſe ſix places he met 


— 
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ſomething very different, and direQly contrary z becag 
the word from which this is derived, does not neceſſars] 
mean any ſuch thing, and is fometimes ufed in a dit 
rent ſenſe, would he be thought worthy of any regats 
It is further to be obſerved, that this word is notig- 
ly conſtantly uſed where the duration to be exprefieetis 
endleſs, which ſhews che force and meaning of 1 it, 28 
has been obſerved ; but it is expreſsly oppoſed to a wer 
which ſignifies a temporary duration, to expteſs dires; | 
the contrary. 2 Cor. iv, 18. * For the things wh'th 
are {een, are /emporal; but the things which are not lefty, 


uſed to expreſs endleſs duration. ; and the ſubſtantive is er; 
ftantly uſed fo, when it follows the prepoſition a x; and of 
cept two inſtances, theſe are the only words uſed to expi} 
the duration of future puniſhment : Who can be ata k# 
whether it be endleſs, or not ? Beſides, it -would mak&e 
ſenſe, but the contrary, to tranſlate the word age inftexd:4 
ever, or never. This may . be illuſtrated by an inftance'.5t 
two. Joh. vi. 53, © This is that bread which came down 
m heaven : Not as your fathers did eat manna,” and: 3; 
ad : He that cateth of this bread ſhall live t en age." >\x, 
#8. *«* And | give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall: 35 
periſh ts <t ageZ ' Heb. v. 6. © Thou art a prick ts or 
akter the order of Melchiſedec.” 
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are elera@!.” If this word fignitied a cemporary duration, 
Le. a duration which has an end, it could not be op- 
poled to that whica agaihes 11 h.a- duratic n, though 
ever {o long. + And it it-did not meaa an endleſs dura- 
vn, it would have no force or feale at all, in this place ; 
but would figaify naothi & and might as well be uſed to 
expreſs the duratioa of the: things tha: are ſeen, as. of 
things that are not feen 3. and the words might as pro» 
perly be put thus : For the things-which are ſcen, are 
eternal; but the things which are not (ren are temporal z 
both words agaity oaly -adar's or himited duratio 
THIkDLyY, It is aot only exprelsly ſaid, 1n holy ſcrip- 


" xure, that the future puaith ment of the wicked ſhall be 


everiaſsing ; and yer more . emphatically, they - ſhall be 
puniſhed forever and ever : Bat” the endleſs: duration of 
a is yet. more [trongly afteried, it potfible, by negatives, 
or expreſsly denying that it {hall have any-cad. 

Joha the Baptiſt, ſpeaking of Chit, ſays, Marth: iti; 
12. ** Whole tag is io his hand, and he w.il -horoughly 
PLrge his floor, and gather his whcatiinto the garaer : 

ut he will burn up the chaft with wnguencbable fire.” 
That.is, fire that cannot Le put cut; there will be no 
end to its burning. 

Our Saviour exprefſeth this. in a yet more, pointed 
and folemo manacr, Mark ix. 43, &c... ** And it thy 
hand offend thee, cur it off: It 15 better for thee toenter 
into hfe maimed, than hayiog tw hands, to go into 
hell, znto the fire #hal never Dail be quenched : Where 8beir 
worm 4delh not, "and the fire 13 not quenched. And at aby 
foot offznd thee, cur itoff:- For it is better tor thee to 
enter haitinto life, than having two tzet, to becaſt in- 
to hell; into 1b fire that never ſhall: b4 quenched : Where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched, Aad 
if chine eye offend thee, pluck it out; Ir is beter for 


thee to enter into the kingdom of Gol. with oae.eyc, 


than 


” 
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faall ' $62 fare be quenc bed.” | Vs 


warm bever dies, _ It they who are Gl iato this puniſ] " 
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than having two eyes, to be caſt into bell-fire with: 
their worm di:th not, and the hre is not quenched.” be | 
"This is a reraarkable and fingular paſſage, ih why eh | 
our Saviour, full of love and grace, ſets himlclf to Wk 
men of future puniſhment, and perſuade them, fron%a 
particular, awful view of ic, to avoid and renounce SIE 
ry thing that will expoſe them to it. He dwells on't he 
ſubjeR, "and particularly meations the hand, the foot,'a#d 
the eye z and with relation to each of theſe Ceſcribes, he 
puniſh.nent that is connefted with not parting Wh 
them, when they offend. And this puaiſhment 1s; Mt 
preſented in Wee and frightful colours z it is to: ive 
caſt into be/ fire; and what "adds infinitely to the dre ; 
fulneſs of it, IT «HALL xzVER BE QUENCHED. The 
niſhment never ſhall have an end. And tie expreſsly (84, 
there ſhall be no end z not once only, but repeats it gvtx 
and'over again, and afcy negaives egbt times, 1n hs 
ſhore diſcourſe, with every one of which he afferts AF 
this puniſhment will have no-end., T 
Our Saviour does here, doubt leſs, allude to the worn! 3. 
of Ifaiah, Chap. Ixvi. ' 24. ** And they fhall go forts; 
and look upon the carcaſes of the men that have tran{- 
grefird againſt me :| For ibeir worm ſoail not die, meithx 


There ate two ways in which the bodies of men a;# 
conſumed after they are dead, viz. by being: caſt ig 
a tire and burned z or left co conſume away, and be eat . 
up of worms, which natural! ly breed in them. Burizs - 
ai body is toon confumed by the worm, or by the fs 
into which ic1s caſt; and the worm of courſe dies, a 


the fice £Oes Our z che endleſs duration of the ran? 


m2at can ever ecaſc to be, or ſhail be Geliveres fron 
L Ib 
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| it after they have ſuffered for a time; then it could not 
be ſaid, Their worm gieth nor, and the fire in which 
they are burned is not quenched, . or put out : For the 
worm and the re continue, only by the continuance of 
the ſubjeft upon which they prey : When that ceaſes to 
be a ſubjet of puniſhment, the worm dies, and the 
fire goes out. There could therefore be no other ex- 
preſton, perhaps, thought of, which would with fo 
much preciſion, and fo clearly aſfcrt, that the wicked 
« hall be prelerved in a ftate of endleſs - puniſhmenr. 
And this fixes the meaning of Chriſt's wards, when he 
fays, they ſhall goaway into ever/affing puniſhment, ever 
Iafing fire, it there could otherwiſe be any poſſible doubt 
about it.  EverlaFing hre, the fire in which the wicked 
ſhall be rormentred forever and ever, is, it we will allow 
* Chriſt himſelf co tell us, The fire that never ſhall be 
auenched. ® 


» 


”* They who hold that the wicked will be znnihilated, after 
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| the force of this paflage, theſe expreſſions are fo far from af- 


ferting the endleſs duration of the wicked, in a ſtate of punifh- 
ment, that the contrary is neceffarily implied, viz. that they 
ſhall ſoon be deſtroyed, by cealing 1o exiſt, hey lay, 
«© There is fornething abſurd and contradiHory in Thenimage 
made uſe of, if we ſuppoſe chaff, &c. thrown into an un- 
gquenchabie fire, and yet not to be conſumed and deftroved in 
that fire; or a living creature caſt into it, and yet preſerved 
alive forever in it : For throwing into the fire is always under- 
fio2d to be the moſt effeAual way to deffroy a thing : And the 
leſs extingu:ſhable the fire -is, the more certainly will the ſubject 
thrown 1m be conſumed,” Ar. Bourn's letter ts Dy, Chandler. 
ANSWER, Itis true, that combuſtible things, which men 
caſt into the fire, are ſoon conſumed : Conſequently there is 
- no ſach thing in this world as unquenchable fire ; becauſe 


| 


: 
: 


: 
f 1 


burnt up, and the firs will of courſe be extinguiſhed. Aud 
therefore 


a temporary puniſhment, have indeed ſaid, in order to evade 


whatever is proper fuel for the fire, will be conſumed, and 
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toc to be endleſs, not oniby 1ts being exp 


it ſhall endure forever and ever ; and alſo in a potted 


preſhons, And to ſuppoſe fhe wicked will be wholly: ; Ton 


(6 ) 
FoveTHLyY, The future puniſhment of the wicts ;d 
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mn the ſcripture tg be everlaſting, or eternal, and tat 
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manner declar&d;: that it ſhall never exd, as 'has been 
ſhown : Bur from many othcr paſlages of ſcripturg*'in 
which this cruth-1s plainly, and even neceſſarily imph 
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therefore caſting chaff, or a dead body, into the fire, wie 04 
not be a fit emblem of endleſs puniſhment, had it not 'F-31 

ſaid of this fire, that it is unquenchable, and never (haz 
put out. Were not the puniſhment endleſs, there could bf: 
need of faying the fire ſhajl never be quenched ; and it <>31d 
not be ſaid with truth : But this fixes the idea, and deter: bes f 
that what is meant by chaF, or whatever is call into thisz'e 
of hell. eannot be conſumed by the fire, nor will be taken 
of it ; but continue without end, 10 be the ſubzeRt for the 
to feed upon, and to prevent its going out. In this view: oi 
ly, there is a periet confiſtence and propriety in theſe? + 


firoyed in this fire, ſo as to ceaſe to exift, or ever be takeout 
of it, is to ſuppoſe it is extinguiſhable, and will te a&xali y 
put out ; and therefore to call it wnguenchoble fire, woult:.de 
indaed © moſt abſurd and contradictory.” In this view, <#he 
margteſt weakneſs and abſurdity of the following confitent 
aflertion, appear in a firiking light, ** There is, indeed, fo 
direct a contradiction between the idea of preſerving any Clea- 
ture alive, and that of throwing it into a fie, a lie that 
not 'be extinguiſhed ; that ir duly confidered, it is am 
how men came io join ſo oppoſite ideas together, or imaty 
them to be conkfiltent.” [ Ar. Bourn. } Do not they, who ag 
thus greatly err, not under(tanding the {criptures, nor &r 

ing the power of God ? There is indeed a direct conita He- 
tion beiween the idea of their ceaſing to exiſt, who 216 aſt 
into the fie. as fuci by which it continues to burn, and';hat 
being, at the ſame time. fire that canno! be extinguifhd9 : 
For the extinction of the fire, and of their exiftence,are nega 
ly conneQed, and indeed one and the ſame thing, It is3-ge, 
that me are 02t abis to preſerve any Creature alive, when Mey 
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"Math. xxvi. 24. Ovr Saviour ſays, The Son of man 


th as it is written,of him ; but wo unto that man 
by whom the Sona of man is betrayed : It bad been w_ 


or 


have caſt it info the fire : But GOD is able to preſerve a 
creature in endlefs puniſhment, and the moſt extreme torture ; 
and ſo to cauſe the fire of his wrath to be unquenchable, and 
to burn without end, And if this were not a fat, there 
could be no fach thing as a worm that never dies, or-fire 
that is not quenched. In theſe words we are exprelfsly to'd, 
that there is ſuch a thing; and that GOD, who i 
able, will do it; And they are not capable of any 
other conbitent ſenſe, TI berefore that they ſhould not be 
tzken in this ſenſe, by any man, but in the direfly contrary, 
viz. That the puniſhment of the wicked 11! net be endleis, 
is indeed amazing ! 

The advocates for the final falvation of all men, have nat 
n able to give a more ſatisfaftory or conſiſtent ſenſe of 
this paſſage, than thoſe juſt mentioned. It Rtands as an ime 
,pregnable buiwark, in defence of endleſs paniſhment 3 which 
will forever baflle and confound all who dare oppcie it. They 
in the fi: place ſay, « This declaration of our Savieur can 
prove no more than that the torments of the wicked fhali lall as 
(eng as their next [tate of exiſtence lu/ls, without determining bow 
long that ſhall-be, If their worm prey upon them without 
ceaſing, as long as they are in bell, it is to them, ſtrictly and 
rigidly ſpeaking, . a worm that does not die, So if the fire 
torments them as lang at they exift in the next fate, it is to them, 
a fire which is not quenched, though their exiftence in that 
ſtate may not be abiolutely eterna),” (Salvation for all men, 
Jately printed in Boſton, p. 22, 23.] 

What has been obſerved above, ſufficiently expoſes the 
weakneſs and abſurdity of all this, According to this in» 
terpretation, the worm that lives till the carcaſe on which 
it feeds is conſumed, or is taken out of its reach, deth not is, 
and never dirs, though upon this it dies infallibly and imme- 
diately. And that fire which burns till the fuel which is 
caft into it is conſumed, or taken out of it, which may be 
before it has burned one mirvte, and then is immediately 
exlinguiſhed, is a fire {ubich never bail be extinguiſhed CI 
mo 
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fot that man, if be bad not bern b:rn,”” Not to be borg;? 
is the jtame as to have no exiiſtence; OE it 4s ber + 
ſajd of Jula*, that his exiſtence was worſe than mor;; 
exiſtence : Which could not be true, it he were to be: 
happy 
moſt, this expoſition makes our Saviour fay only this, Thit 
the futuie puniſhment of the wicked /oa!! continue as long aswh 


ſhall continue ; and no one can determine frum his words, aff; 
| thing about the duration of it, or whether it ſhall contney 


one hour ! This they ca'l ri argument, and /fri/tly ond rigit y: 
ſpraking. The reader will judge whether it does not delcromt 
anorner name. © 
But-they do not feem to be quite ſatisfied with this come: 
ment, and therefore add the foliowing words 2 ** But (hrs. 
moſt plain, ecfy and ſatis/« fny anſwer is— T bat theſe worg'y; 
/ pre taken from the book of Ifaiah's prophecy. and allude! 4 
the puniſhment of thoſe whoſe bodies were ci her burned 3 
' the valley of Hinnom, or permitted to lie on the ground I 
the form of dead carcaſes, to be fed upon by worms. An 
| conſequently, as the fire-which burned theſe bodies, and tht, 
Þ | x worms that fed on them, can in no other ſenſe be ſaid ot} 
| be quenched, and not to die, than thir, that they continued of 
theſe carcaſes were coniumed ; ſo may it be ſaid of the worm: 
that preys on the wicked in hell, and of the fire that = 


them, that the one dieth not, and the other is not quenche 
till rhey have certainly effected the diffolution, or death 
wicked men, in the future ſtate,” 

ANSWER, It is granted that theſe words, Where their worm: f 
Wieth not, and the fire is not quenched, are taken from the prophe,, 
Iſaiah ; and that they allude to the diffolution of dead bodiege” 
by being eat of worms, or conſumed by fice : Bur it canne1* 4 
be granted that, conſequently, our Saviour, by theſe words, 
« Where their worm dieth not, and the fire 15 not quenched; - 
means a. worm that dieth, and a fire that is quenched very ſoon; 
For this is to ſuppoſe he means diretly* contrary to what hes: 
fayr. In the valley of Hinnom the worm died and the fire was, i 
extinguiſhed, when the dead carcaſes were caten up by t 
former, or burned by the latter : But Chriſt ſays, there ifs y 
parallel i in this reſpe&, between theſe, and the worm and fire, ;- 
an hell : For there their worm doth nat dic, and the fire 1s "ts 
pears | »: | 
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happy forever, aſter ſuffering a temporaty puniſhment, 
though ever fo long and fevere. Judas 18 therefore, in 
theſe words, ſentenced to endleſs puniſhment, And 
there is thit ſame reaſon why 9/7 impenitent ſinners ſhould 
be peniſhed without end, as that Jucas ſhooid, | 

Our ſaviour fays, Luk. xii. 10, 4 Whoſoever ſhall 
fxak a word againſt the ion of man, it [hall be torgiven 
hm; but unto him that blaſphemeth againſt the Holy 
Ghoit, 13 fat net b: forgiven.” And. if fuch an one 
£42 never be iorgiven, then he cannor: be faved 3 but 
mult be curſed acd puniſhed, as long as he exiſts. T his 

is 


paenched. And the only reaſon of this is plain, viz. becauſe 
ane lr ts on which they prey, which arc tood for the one, 
and tuet for the ather, never wil! bz conſumed, as they are 
i this world ; but continue without end, and the ſmoke of 
their rorment aſcendeth up forever and ever, No advance 
therefore zppears to be made, in this mo/? plain, rafy and fa- 
tnfathory aniwer, unleſs it be in finding out, that our Saviour 
means one things and /ay; another. Let him 10 whom this 18 
fiam, eaſy and jairifattory; avail himiclf of the advantage. 

VWhen they ſpeak ot ** the d:/clutien and death of wicked 
men, 1m the future ſtare,” who can tell what they mean, 
uniects it be annihilation, or a total cefiition of exiſtence ? If 
one ſhould read only what is laid on this tex!', which bas 
been now quoted, he wou'd naturally conclude they meant 
this, and heid that the puniſhment of the wicked would end 
with the end of their exiſtence, they being utterly conſumed. 
Bur this is contrary to the title of the pamphlet, and moſt 
thatit contains, What then'do they mean by ** The difſetution 
and Jatb of wicked men, io the furure frare 2” 

The wuth of the caſe ſeems to be this : The quotation 18 
wade from Mr, Scott, or ©* exc ard anather” of his (entiment ; 
whe held that the' wicked, afier they have been puniſhed 

tor a time, will be wholly conſumed, aud ceaſe to exiſt, No 
wooder therefore, we find 'an unintelligible jumble and 10- 
conktitence, when the advocates for the ſalvation of all men, © 
ſupport their ſcheme, quete from thoſe whg held direMly ihe 
Coallary } >ce note, page 75, 
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is expreſſed in different words by St. Mark, Chap, us 
29- © He that ſhall blaſpheme 2gaialt che Holy Ghoſty-: 
bath never forgivinehs ; but is in danger of eternal dans. 
nation.” In St. Matth. xii. 21, 32. it is Td © Tack? 
blaſphemy againſt the Holy Gh ſt ball net be forriven' © 
unto min : But whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt the. Holy?! 
Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven him, neiiber in thiy 
world, neither in the world to come.”* Here it is af" 
ſerted by Chriſt in the ſtrongeſt terms, that this Ga; 
ſball not be forgiven, Therefore they who are gantry of 
this On, mult ſuffer endleſs puniſhment, anlefs they 
can have eternal life withour forgiveneſs. EE 4 
What is faid, Heb. x. 26, 27. ſerves to Hloftracy-} 
theſe words of Chrift, « For if we fin wilfelly after: ; 
that we have received the knowledge of the truth, ther: F 
remanmetb no more ſacrifice for /ins : But @ certain ral 
looking-for of judgment, and fiery indignation, which: 
ſhall devour the adverſaries.” Where there is oo facr4# 
fice for (in, there cannot be forgiveneſs of fin : T here< þ 
fore all who commit this lin, and all who-dic in theie'> 
ſins, are gat beyond forgiveneſs, as the facrifite for y: 
{ia does not extend to them. _ 
That the wicked will never be releaſed from puniſh, 
ment, and pats from hell into the abodes of the blefſ=d: 43 
is aſſerted by our Saviour in the words in which heres: F 
preſents Abraham (peak: ng to the rich man, Lak. zwi. x 
26. ** And beſides all this, between us and you there”; 
is a great gulf fixed: $1 thatthey that would paS from. ; 
hence to you, cannot ; neither can they paſs to ns, theF. 
would come from thence.” Is 
Agreeable to this is what Chriſt hath Ceclared Gnes «| 
his exaltation, and when he 1s ſpeating his laf word#> 
to-his church and to the world. Rev. xxii. go, &55+:- 
© And he faith unto me, ſeal not the ſayings of tha=: 


prophecy of this book * For the time is at hand z by 
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that is unjuſt, Jet him be unjuſt Rillz and he which is 
filthy, ler bim be filchy till ; and he that 18 righteous, 
let him be righteous ſtill; and he that is holy, Jet him 
And behold I come quickly ; and my 
reward is with me, to give every man according 4g his 
work ſhall be.” 
% The time here ſpoken of is evidently the time when 
Me events foretold in this book ſhall be accompliſhed ; 
”when Chriſt will come to judgment, and reward. every 
man, according as his work 1n this life ſhall be found 
to have been, whether gaod or evil. 
ſays, every man's charaQer ſhall be fixed, and remain 
forever as ic ſhall then be found to be, He that is 
then unjuſt,” and filchy, ſhall ſtill continue fo, without- 
any pollivility of being recovered to reQtitude and purity, 
at any future pericd. And on the other hand, he thac 
s then found righteous and holy, ſhall be confirmed in 
holineſs, and continue fo to all eternity, 
more fully expreſs che fixed ruin, and endleſs puniſhmenc 
"of the wicked! And what words could be invented, 
more 'direftly againft their notion who dream, that 
they who thall appea? unrighteous-at the day of judg- 
ment, ſhall in ſome afcer period become holy and ecter 
into everlaſting life ? It the exalted head of the church 
here declares, that they who ſhall be found righteous 
atthe day of juulgment, ſhall continue ſo forever, 
without any danger-or poſſibility of ever falling from 
their righteouſneſs ; which all allow to be ſo; how ig it. 
polfible for any one nor to fee, that he equally, and in 
the lame f(trong terms declares, that he who ſhall then 
be found urjuſt, ſhall continue fo from that time, 
withour any poſſibility of being recovered to holineſs, 
even 2s long as the righteous ſhall be righteous till ? 
THzrz ate many other paſſages of ſcripture, which 
ae clearly incoriliftent with the ſalvation vf all 


And then, - he 
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4nd which, of conſequence, neceffarily imply the ends 
leſs puniſhment of the wicked. Theſe are too nume- : 
will be :; 


rous to be particularly meationed : But they will 
pointed out to the reader, who attends to the bible 
by being ranked under the following heads. 


f. The everlaſting life and happineſs of the righiteous; - 
2hd the deftrution and puniſhment of the wicked, art; .: 
in a multicude of inflances, and commonly, fet in Op - 
poſition ro each other, as ewo dire cortraries : Which -: 
could not be a proper way of reprefeating it, or agree- / 


M 2ble 


|} In order to evade the evidence of future, endlefs ptiniſh- 


' ment from theſe words, it hasbeeriſaid { See ſome deduttions 5+: 
from the ſyſtem promulgated in the pages of divine revela- 27 


tion, p. £1.] It Jadrs had given up the Ghoſt before he 


had been born, he would have eſcaped alt the exquifte diſs 3 


treſs which he (uffered in this life, and ſo have been happy 
forever, without bring bern into this Nate of miſcty. T his repres 


ſears Chriſt as ſolemnly pronouncing an awful wo on Judas, 


which yet was nothing more than that which comcy on 
every man that is born';z and is therefore. equally true of 
ev=ry man, as of the traitor : For every nan 18 born unto 
trouble as the ſparks fly upward ; and his life is fail of 
frouble, All whicty they might have efcaped by not being 
born. Solomon fays, It is better not to be born, 1. e. not 
10 exiſt, than to have an exiſtence in this State only, Is not 
this to make our Saviour ſay nothing ; or rather to trifle 
about the moſt folenin matters ! | 
Not to be born is oppoſed to exiſtence ; and the only na- 
tural meaning of the phraſe is, net to come inte exiſtence, _ 
It is ſurther ſaid, that Chriſt promiſed Fudas, that he, with 


the other diſciples, ſhould fit on twelve thrones, judging the . ' 
twelve tribes of {iracl ; which is inconſiſtent with his being 


miſerable forever. | | 
Aalwer, We are told in the firft chapter of the As of 


the Apoſtles, that this waz not true of Judas perſonally z bur 
of the twelve when their number was fil.ed up, by chuſing one , 
to take the place of Judas, from which le fell by his trani- 
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"improper, aad-a groſs miſrepceſentation. 
"ſtances, out of many which might be mentioned, will 


Se8. I. ( >& ) 


able to the truth, if they were both to enjoy everlaſting 
life rogether, in the kinglom of God, It the wicked 


are to be afliRted bur far a time, and thca delivered 


from miſery, and be as greatly happy as the rightequs 
and-as long ; chea their periſhiag, their puaiſhment, is 
as light as nothing, and but for a moment, compared 
with the eternal weight of glory and happineſs, which 
they ſhall erza2y equally with the righteous ; ad there- 
fore cannot be fer in oppoſitioa to etercal life, or the 
Bleſſ:dnels of the righteous, as this would be highly 
A few in- 


be ſuficient to illuſtrate this remark. P:al. © xxxvii. 
is, 


* Some have faid this Iaft expreſion means no more than 
that this fin-ſhou!d not 'be forgiven, under the Jewiſh or 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, as the word here tranflaied world is 
uſed fometimes for an age: And this werl? may fignify the 
Moſaic &:ſpzofation, and the world to come the Chriſtian, and 
not the future fi ate, 

Anſwer, It is faid in ih: preceeding verſe, and in the 


other Evangeliſts, that this fin all not be forgiven unto men, 


without any limitation or exception Whatever : And theig 
words that are here added, neither in this world, neither in the 
world to come, cannot be conlidered as limiting the other 
words, as they are not in the other Evangeliſts : But they 
are added to expreſs the ſame” thing in a yet more ſtrong and 
ſtriking manner, We know what our Saviour meant by he 
tworld to come, by kis uſe of it elſewhere, Mark. x. 38, 
6 There is no man that hath left houſe, or. bre'hren, &c. tor 
my ſake and the goſpel's, bu: he ſhall receive an hundred 
fold now in this time, and in ths world tis come eternal life.” 
Here the world to come means the future Rate, and an cad- 
leſs or eternal ate, if the followers of Chritt will be happy 
without ead, 

« ]t is clearly ſhown by Dr, Whitby, that this was uſed as 
a proverbial expreſſion, and that it only Ggnified, a thing fbould 
never be, when it was ſaid, It fall nit be, either in this wor id, 
or the world to come, Dri. Doddriidge on Matih: xii, 42. 
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18, 20, © The Lord knoweth the days of the upright ; [> 


and their inheritance ſhall be forever. | But the wicked 
ſhall periſh.” &c, Here the periſhing of the wicked is 
oppoſed to the everlaſting, incorruptible inheritance of. : 
the righteous ; which couid- not be, if their periſhing | 
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were conſliftent with the:r enjoying this everlaſting inhe- Fe 
ricance, as well and as long as the righteous : For, on ?*: 
that ſuppoſition, it_is as true of the wicked, as of the ©: 
upright, that their inheritance ſhall be forever ; and, in. * x: 
this reſpeR, there is no Giftintion, much lefs cppolition.. *F; 


ot. 


Therefore, to ſet them in oppoſition would. be, a milre- 
preſentation, and not agreeable to the troih, If the periſh» 
ing of the wicked runs paral'e! with the inheritance of 
the upright, and forever excludes them from this iphee ! 
ritance; then theſe words expreſs a great and important ' 
eruth ; bur on any other ſuppoſition, they are perſectly 
uninelligible, or not true. y 

Theſe ſame remarks will apply to thoſe words of !!: 
Chritt and Fohn the Baptiſt. Joh. iii. 15, &c. © That 2 
whotoever btelieveth in him, ould not periſh, but have a 
erernal life. For Gad fo loved the world that he gave 2 
his only begorten fon, that whoſoever believeth in him, i}: 
ſhould not pirifth, but have everlaſting life,” Here it is 3; 
implicirly afſerted that he who does not believe ir: Chrilt 3; 15 
ſhall periſþ ; bur if to peri/Þ, is not to be exluded frem YN 
erernal life, with what propriety or truih can this be tet 'o: 
in oppofition to having eternal life, when it is as tree = 
of the unbeliever, as of the believer, that he ſhall have+*? 
eternal life and this happy lot is as much the po: tion 31% 
of the former, as of th* latter ? © He that believeth ©:* 
nm * the fon, bath everlaſting lie; and he that believerh ; +1: 
bot 'the ſon, ſhall not ſee life; but the wrath of :533 
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God abideth on him.” Here what is neceficily :4 
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wmplied in our Savicur's words, juſt mentioned, is .ex- : x 
prefled and we are told what is meaty; by the unbelievers } 
periſh.og, 
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riſh'ng, He ſball net fee life ; but the wrath of God as 
ideth on bim, as long as he is excjuded from life, and 
that muſt be as long as the believer enjoys cyerlaſting lite, 
Rom. ii, 6, &c: ** Who will render to every man 


gcccording to his deeds, To them . who by patient 


continuance in well doing, ſeek for glory, and henor, 
and immortality, eternal iſe; bur to them that are 
contentions, and do not obey the truth, but abey pun» 
righteouſneſs, indignation and wrath, tribulatign and an- 
guiſh, upon every ſoul chat doth evil,” Here the re- 
wards or porti2ns of the righteous and of the wicked are 

ontraſted, an 1 oppoſed to each other ; But if the larger 


Whall kave glory, honor, peace, and eternal life, as well 
"as the former ; why are the former repreſented as Cil- 


tinguiſhed from the latter in +45, which is common x0 
them both ? 2 Theſf, ii. to. &c. © And for this 
cauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that they 
ſhould believe a lie, that they all might be damned, &c, 
But we are boued always to give thanks to (G29 for you, 
brethren, beloved of the Lord, becauſe God hath from 
the beginning choſen you to /a/vation,” Here ſalvation 
and damnation are oppoſed ; and chriſtians are diſtia- 
guiſhed from» thoſe who believe a lie, and obey un- 
righteouſneſs to their own damnation, and ſet in oppo- 
fition to then, as being cbojen 10 /alvaiion, But it falva- 
tion and damnation are ſo conſiſtent with each other, 
that all who are damned ſhall be the ſubjcCts of eternal 
falvation, and are choſen 1o ſalwgiion, as really as the 
true chriſtian, what does the Apoſtle mean by all this ? 

Jam. iv. 12. © There 3s one lawgiver whois able 


0 Javs. and to drftroy,'* Salvation and deſtruſtion are 


here oppoſed, as inccnſiftent with each other z which 

could pot be, if there were no deſtruction inconfiſtent 

with eterval ſalvation. 

- Matth, vii. 13, 14. © Eaxter ye in at the ſtrait gate 
or 


: 
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for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth # 
to'deſtrufttion. Becauſe trait is the gate ants narrow JW 
i5 the way that leadeth unto life.” I 
If allche wicked wha go in the broad way, doenter in: 
to life as certainly, and nearly as ſoon, as they who vali 
in,the narrow way z only the former paſs through Rij 
Iittle more ſevere diſcipline than the other ; 15. not the's 7 ; 
broad way as certain a road 0 hie as the other ? How 7 
then can life and deftru& on, and theſe diftcrent roads, : * 
be. oppoſed to each other ? UN 
2. [hr holy {criptures every where repreſent the ſer 7:;- 
vabts of God, who fear and truſt in him, as happy and: 
bleſſed 3 A And on the other hand, fpeak of thole hs. | 
goon in evil ways through this life, as moſt miſerable, :- * 
and pronounces woes and curſes on them z which 1s not: -;: 
conſiſtent with their being alike happy forever in he; |} 
Kingdom of Chriſt. To the former inzumerable pros: ; 1 
miles are made, that no evil ſhall come near them z' 
that all things ſhall work for their good, and promote: 
their beſt Conroy aad that they ſhall have erernall #; 
life: To the latter no good is promiſed, and nothing}: 
but evil is ſpoken and foretuld of them , for whica's; 
there could be no reaſon, - if endleſs happineſs awaited 
the! latter, as certainly as the former, It this were the: 
caſe, they would both be blefird; and there would bez? 
no ſuch great difference between them. Though thei: 
wicked ſhall ſuffer for a time; yet, if this ſhall iſſue in; 
their eternal happineſs, and be the ſpecial and peceffry:7 
mean of it too, what St. Paul ſays of chriſtians mayy/;.. 
with truth and propriety, be applicd to /bem : Thar theip,.” 
ſufferings, for a time, are not warthy to be comparet 
with the glory which ſhall be revealed in them: Act y 
their light afflition, which is but for a moment,” come! 
pared with endleſs happineſs, worketh for them a fag: 
tnore exceeding and eternal weight of glory. And a7 E 
Peter's | 
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( 8 ) 
Peter's prayer for ſuffering chriſtians will be anſwered 
for all chat are in hell, or ever ſhall be there; and may 
- with as great propriety be made for them. ** The 
God of all grace, who hath called us into his erernal 
glory by Jeſus Chriſt, efter that ye bave ſuffered a while, 
make you pertect,” &c. And the wort's of Chriſt to 
his diſciples, may be applied to them. In all your fuf- 
lerings, © Rejoice, and be exceeding glad ; for great 
is your reward in” heaven.” Why then is God's word 
fo full of threatnings of evil to the wicked, without the 
leaſt intimation of any good coming to them ; and of 
promiſes of nothing but good to the righteous ? Why 
does (20d fay to the righteous, that ic ſhall be well 
with him; for thev hall eat of the fruit of their do- 
ings. Wounto the wicked, ic ſhall be ill with him; 
for the reward of his hands ſhall be given him, There 
Is no peace, faith the Lord, unto the wicked ; while he 
ſpeaks peace, and nothing but peace, unto his people, 
and to his faints. Pal. Ixxxv. 8. Prov. xii, 
21. 1 + There ſhall no evil happen to the juſt ; buc 
the wicked ſhall be filled with miſchief.” The juſt ſuf. 
fer much evil z bur it is no evil to them, becauſe it is de- 
— fGgned for their beſt good, and will iſſue 10 it, And if 
the future ſufferiogs of the wicked are temporary, and 
defigned to purge them from their fins; are neceſſary in 
order to this, and will have this happy effe&t; why is 
it not as true of them, that no evil ſhall happen to them ? 
Why are they, with reſpe& to this, ſet in'oppoſition 
£2 the juſt, and marked out for nothing but miſchief 
and evil? Prov. xiii. 21; © Evil purſueth ſinners : 
But co the righteous good ſhall be repaid.” Pal. xxxiv. 
19, &c, » * Many are the afflitions of the righteous : 
But the Lord delivereth him out of them all. Evil ſhall 
lay the wicked ; and they that hate the righteous ſhall 
> deiolate.” If the ſufferings of the wicked in hell are 
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in mercy to them, and deſigned to bring them roTes 
pentance, and they ſhall-be delivered out of them all z*;; 
then, what is here ſaid of the righteous 1s juſt as -true ofF> 
the wicked ; though their afliftions and ſufferings mays. 
be many, yet the Lord will deliver them out of thent>;: 
all, Why then is directly the oppaſite ſaid of the;;* 
wicked, that evil ball flay or d:Rtroy him ; when all the-s: 
evil that comes apon him will work for his good, and, 2 
his deliverance is certain and haſtening?  Plal. xciinh>\ 
12, 13. * Bleſſed is the man whom thou chaſteneſty 4 
O Lord, and teacheſt hin out of thy law ;z that chow; ; 
mayeſt give him reſt from the days of adverſity, untit'£* 
the pit, be digged forthe wicked.” If the future puniſh<' /- 
ment of the wicked be of the nature of correftion, and* : 
God is | hereby chaſtening him, that he may teach-biar:!} 
wiſdom, and bring him to his duty, that he may be deer} 
livered from all adverſity and evil ; and this ſhall, be tha? 
happy conſequence z may he not with as much reaſon?*: 
and propriety be pronounced bleſled, as the righteous 44 
Why then 1s he always curſed, and fſetia eppolition? 
to the righteous, 14 this reſpect ? 4: 
If the wi.ked ſhall certainly be de'ivered from helly*; f 
as ſoon as he repents, and makes his ſubmiſſion 1632! 
God, and God inflifts this evil on bir, "with. a deat 
ſign, to bring him to this; then what is ſci1 of the? 
children of God is as true of the wicked in hel © 
That God chalieneth them for heir profit, that the Pa: 
might be pariaters of bis boline/s. And it this be truzy,'? 
are they. not bieſed ? The whole current of C-riprurey,”* 
on this head, 1s periely inconſitent with the temp "y 
rary puniſhm?art of the wicked, and their eternal ſals?: 
vation: And therefore cvidently aflerts their endlefy | 
deſtrution, % 
3. The ſcripture repreſents the wicked, when rejeRs 
ed and calt into hell, as repenting and earneſt'y des 
firing * 
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1 and ſeeking deliverance ; but all-in vain ; fot 


their repentance and cries will not be regarded : 
Which is inconfiftent with their puniſhm*ne being of 
the ratureof merciful chaſtiement, in order to their ob- 
taining erernal lite, wich ſhatl be granted whenever 
they lubmi?, and atk de.iverence : Tea, ſtrongly imports 
that they never ſhall be hear& and dehivered. 

Prov. i. 24, &c. ** Becauſe 1 have called, and 

refuſed, &c. 1 allo wilt laugh at your calamity 
and mock: whea your fear cem-thr 3 when diſtreſs and 
anguiſh cometh upon you. Then /hall. they call upin 
me, but I uit not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeth me early, tus 
#bey [ball not find me.” Match. xxv. 11, 12, ** Aﬀter- 
wards came allo the other virgins, ſaying, Lord, Lord, 
een uni yi: But he anſwered and faid, Verily 1 fay 
unto you,  / tnow you nat.” Lok, xiii, 24, &c, 
« Strive to enter in at the trait gate : For many, I lay 
unto you, will feet to enter in, ard hall not be able. 
When once the maſter of the houſe 1s riſen up, and hath 
ſhur to the door ; and ye begin to ftand without, and to 
knock at the door, ſaying, Lord, Lord, upon unto us : 
And he ſhall anſwer, and fay unto you, 1 know you 
not whence ye are: Depart from me, all ye workers of 
iniquity : There ſha}l be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, 
when ye ſhall ſee Abraham, and Ifaac and Jacob, and 
all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and you your- 
ſelves thruſt out.” Accordmy to this, when the door 
of mercy is once ſhur, it will be ſhut forever ; and how- 
ever earneſtly they who are excluded may defite and ſeek 
admitrance, ir will be all in vain, * 


Chriſt 


= Theſe words of Chriſt are in conſequence of & queſtion, / 
' which was aſced-by one, in the following words :. *+* Lord, 
| arE there few that fha!l be ſaved ? If our Lord knew thai, aff. 
' Niould' be ſavedy” and that this was a joytu!, glorious dog» 

| \£;C.6, 
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take place in hell, can avail, or be regarded. 


his birth' right, loſt ic forever. 


Cale if they are ever delivered, 


mercy z and are not confiſtent with any future -puniſh- 
ment, except an endleſs one, 
militgtes directly againit the notion that future puniſh» 
meat 15 ſalutary, and inflited by God in mercy to the 
N wicked, 


trine, neceffary to be preached in order to (et the charaRter 
of God in the beſt light, and make the brighteſt diſplay of di« 
vine grace; and was perieft'y faited to turn men. from fin, 
2nd lead them t6 embrace the goſpel, and excite in them the 
higheſt gratitude, joy and praifa ; why did he neglet ſuel'a 
o0d opportunity to declare this very important, uſeful truth ? 
hy did he nat only wholly conceal it; but make a'contr 
repreſentation, teaching that a'l who did negieR ſalvation an 
this life, 'won'd de ſhut out of the kingdcm of heaven, and 
eaſt imo hell; and that no repentance, earneft ſeeking ard 
intreaties, for deliverance, will theg be to any purpole f Cav 
Wele queltions bc anſwered 2 | 
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Chriſt repreſents the rich, man in hell as earneſtly: 
praying .for a little mitigation of his, rormenc ; bat! 
meeting With a denial : And Abraham tells him, There! 
is a great gulf fix:4, ſo that they who would come out” 
of bell cannot, No defires of deliverance that wilt ever*!;: 
la the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews, the caſe of thoſe who come: 
ſhort of being real chriſtians 1s this world, -and fo are: 
caſt into hel), is repreſented by Eſau, who, by lelling” 
*« For ye know how” 
that a/terward, wen be wonld bave inberitzd toe bleſſing, | 
he was rejeted : For be found no plact of repentance, : 
though bs [ought it carefully with trars,”” This repreſen ©: 
tation muſt be very contrary to truth, if any repentance 
and cries /for mercy, that ſhall take place in hell, will be ' 
tegarded, and obtain deliverance z which will be the. 
All theſe paſſages of 
ſcripture, therefore, and others of the like tenor, are | 
oppoled to the deliverance of the wicked from hell, : 
by their being brought to repentance, and to cry for © 
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wicked, and tending to their repentance and amend- 
ment, in order to their-being fitted for eternal. happi- 
neſs. ' DireRly the reverſe of this is the idea held up in 
theſe paſſages, and, indeed, throughout the whole bible, 
The'door of metcy is ſhut. God puniſhes them in 
atger, to ſhow his wrath, and make his power known. 
He will not regard their repentance, nor hear their cries 
for mercy; but will laugh at their calamity, and mock 
when their deſtruAion fails upon them : And they 
will be abandoned to perfect deipair and endleſs wo! 

- Tazcevidence contained in the ſcripture, of the fu- 
tore and endleſs puniſhment of the wicked, is now laid 
before the reader. And is it not as clearly revealed, 
that this puniſhment will never end, as any truth what- 
ever, which is contained in the bible ? It is, at leaſt, 
as certain, from divine revelation, that this punifh- 
ment will be endlefs, as that the happineſs of the 
righteous will be ſa, Yea, it cannot be conceived how 
the erernal duration of the puniſhmenc of the wicked 
could be more plainly and tully expreſſed. Language 
does not afford words more exprefiive of this, than 
Hoſe which are uſed ; and they are uſed in ſuch a man- 
ner "and connexion” 33-to fx their meaning as clearly, 
and as much beyond all doubt, as 1s poſſible :: And 
this is exprefled, or necefſatily implied, ſo often; and 
in ſo many different ways, that there is a multiplicity 


- of evidence, and demnſtration rif-s on dernooftration ; 


ſo that, if the doctrine of endltſs puniſhment be not 
moſt clearly revealed, it is doubtleſs impoſſitle ic ſhould 
be made Known, by any words, or in any w:y what- 
ſoever- 

This will well account for the general belief of this 
doctrine, in the chriſtian world, from the days of 
the apoltles, down to this time; And though there 
have been ſome individuals in almoſt every "ape, 


, who | 


(8s ) 


who have renounced it, and ave attempted to perſyace 
others to reje@ it: Yet comparatively few, who have paid 
any regard t6 the bible, haye hearkencd to them. And 
if the diſbelief of erdleſs puniſhment, and eves of any 
future puniſhment at all, ſhould now p-evail, and have a 
wider ipread than ever before, it will ve doubtleſs owing 
to 2 greater and more genera! prevalence of blinding mo- 
ral Corruption, and the greater puwer of Satan, which it 
s foretold he ſha}l have in the world, previous to the 
flouriſhing of the kin of Chriſt : * Which will 
produce a remakable degree of infatuation and error, 
even \frong deluſion, in belicving that firſt and. moſt 
pernicious L1E, which the great decciver rold | in this 
world, and has been ever fince endeavouring 40 pro» 
pagate, YZ SHALL NOT SURELY -DigE, And it ma 

be jultly expected, that the propagation of this delu- 
fion, will promote a total diſregard to divine revelation. 
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CONTAINING an Examination of theſe 
Paſſages of Scripture, which the Oppoſers of the 
Dofrine of endleſs Puniſhment, and Advocates 
for the Salvation of all Men, have thought to be 
favourable to their Cauſe, 


HESE ſcriptures muſt be full and expreſs, and moft 
evidently-oppolite to the doftrine of endleſs punitſh- 
ment ; 


* Rev. xvi. 13, 14. And I faw three unclean ſpirits, like 
frogs, come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the 
mouth of the beaſt, and out of the mouth of the falſe prophet. 
For they are the /pirits of the devils, working miracles, which 
go forth unto the Kings of the carth, and of the whole 
wetld, &c," 
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ment ; and {a worded, & in ſuch connexion, as not to be 
capable of a conſtrufticn conliſtent with it, in order to 
have any weight in the mind of an honeſt inquirer, 
who has atrerded to the (criprures which have been pro- 
"Quced ; wherein it is ſo often, To expreſsly, and in. fo 
many ways allerted. And it any fuch paſſages are;to 
be found, which can by no means, inn fair and honeſt 
' way, be-reconciled to the | future and endleſs puniſh- 
"ent of the wicked ; an infyperable difficulty will- be 
introduced, viz. That the bible is inconfiltent with 
ra! ſo "that one part cennot be reconciled wich ano- 

It is not uncommon, for men to appeal to the ſcrip- 
tures, in ceder to ſupport the grofſeſt errors, and think 
ebey find much in the bible in their favor. Therefore, 
in the matter before us, it becomes us carefully to ex- 
amine thoſe ſcriptures, which are produced as incon- 
filtege with endleſs puniſhment; and whatever plauſible 
gloſs has been put upon them, if they appear capable of 
s natural, fair conſtruction, perfeRtly conſiſtent with»ie, { 
We ſhall haye the ſatisfaftion of ſeeing the conliſteaccy |X 
pod harmony of the holy ſcriptures on this point; and 
this de@rine will, if poſſible; be more confirmed, 

It would be needleſs, it it . were practicable; to 
Ti; -—<Onfider every text, which has been mentioned by thoſe 
5 Who plead for univerſal ſalvation, as favouring their 
"Cauſe. / Jr-will be fſufficieat to atrend to thoſe upon 
* which they appear to have the moſt depen- 
*# dCdence: And ifit can be proved theſe 'are nothing to 
7 _ their purpoſe, the reft will, of courſe, be given up. 
| T0 prove that all men will be ſaved, thoſe paſſages 

of ſcripiure are  procuced; which . ſpeak - of © rhe 
luffciency, .and deſigned extent of the atonement z 
Made by Chriſt, for the ſins of men ; fuch are the .. 
following. Joka i. 29, ?? Behold the Lamb of God, ©: 


which * © 


ay ' 9-444 


(% ) $9,101, 


which 'taketh away the fin of ihe world” 1 Tim: it. 6. 7; 
”% Who gave himſelf a ranſom for all,” Heb. i 9,*34 
*« That he, by the grace ok. God, ſhould/talte death for « 4 
every man,” '1 Joh ii. 2. * A-d he is/the propination- |: 
for our fins ; And not fot 'ours only, but allo for the 
fins of tbe whole world.” 

In order to fee the true import of theſe ſcripture 
paſſages, and a number'of others, which are to be ment» 
tioned, the following'obſervatioos muſt be made, and 
kept in view, 

1. The atonement which Chriſt has madefor the fins 
of men, by his obedience uato death, is every way ſuis 
ficieot for the falvation of all men ; as ſufficieatfor all, 
as for any one, This has effetually removed rhe dif- !; 
ficulty, the bar which was in the wy of rhe ſalvation oft 
ary one+of mankind ; and this is 'as fully removy 
with reſpe&tto all, as to one; and there is nothing CPs 
that Kind; which Chriſt came to remove obt of the way, | 
by his atonernent, in the way of - the ſalvation of the. !) 
whole world. - Had it not been for this atonemenr, the 
fins of men had barred the way of their ſalvation, and 
mercy couid not have beenextended to them. Chriſt, by 
making atonement for fin, has taken this obſtacle out 
of the way of man's" ſalvation, even the ſalvation of 
#ll men, of the whole. world. It is in this ſenſe, that he 5: 
has * finiſhed the tranſgreſſion, and made an endot jt 
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fin.””® In this ſenſe, he has raken away the fta of the. 7:3 
_ world; is the propitiation for the fins of the whole |; 
world ; and has ** Put away fn, by the facrifice of him- "7 
ſelf.” | This obſervation alone, opens an eaſy, plain, 77 
natural, 8nd important meaning to the paſſages now !;F 
under conſideration, and' ro others which will be: 


mentioned ; a meaning which has no reſpe& ro the 
atual 
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actual ſalvation of all men ; and is perfetly conſiſtent 
with thole numerous declarations in facred writ, - that 
multitudes ſhall, ' notwithſtanding, periſh tocever, 
Though fin is, 'in this true, important ſenſe, taken 
wholly our of the way of the falvation'of all men; yet 
lomerhing turther is neceflary, in order to their aftual 
{aivatien z which muſt rake place, or they will die in 
their ins, and periſh forever. And what this is, we 
nd clearly tared, and abundantly deciared, by Chriſt 
S hunt, and his apoſtles. Our Saviour has faxed it, 
7 beyond all dilpute: foh. iii. 16. * For God fo loved 
| ihe world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
3 ſoever behevetb n bir, ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
'* laſting lite.” The Saviour is given to the world: And 
he has taken away the a of the world, by the ſacrifice 
| of himſelf ; nevertheleſs, chey only who believe on him, 
{ ſhall be ſaved; aad they who refuſe and reje@t him, 
| ſhall periſh ; for *He that believerb not (hall be damaed,” 
| What caa be plainer than all this ? And how can the 
|| ſcriptures be coulilteat, if this interpretation be not ad- 
muted? 
| | 2. Ic follows from the'preceding obſervations, that the 
| falvation procured for man, by the atonement of Chriſt, 
| | and 1+" 3.408 in the goſpel, is a common ſalvation. There 
j' is ſufficicat proviſion made tor the f{alvatioa of all, It 
| is therefore for all, propoſed apd ofie;cd is al, without 
AT lc is to their acceptance, that whos 


| 
] 


[4 
| 
q | 
| 
| 


_ focver is willing, and does accept of it, ſhall be ſaved, 
Fand none-can fail of this ſalvation, but by a continued 
it 


: 


neglect and obſtinate rejection of ic, to the end of life. 
T kis falvation, therefore, be/cngs ts @/l, in this ſenſe : It 
| ws ſalvation for all mea, the whole world, if chey will 
| accept of it, or unlels they rejeRt ict. It comes to ons 
as well as aciother, withour diſtinftion., This appears, 
| and is expreiied, in the orders Chriſt gave to bis dilcis 
pics 3 
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pels ; and in them, to all who are- authorized to preach : 
the goſpel. ** Go teach all nations. Go ye into all the * 
world, and preach the goſpel to every creature.” That 
is, to #ll men, * He that believeth and is baptized, - 
ſhall be faved ; but he that believech not, ſhall be damn» : 
ed.” Tt the declared wilt and command of Chriſt had 
been properly regarded and executed; and were it not 
for rhe inexcuſable wickedneſs of men, in oppoſing or * 
negleCing the goſpel and the great ſalvation ir proclaims, ': 
and offers to all, every ſon and daughter of Adam,” on 'Fþ 
earth, would ſoon have heard this good news, and would 'F5 
have believed unto ſalvation z and every one of man- þ 
kind, who have lived fromthat day to this, would have \ 
been ſaved, having come. to the knowledge of the if 
truth, 4 
This gives 2 clear and determinate ſenſe to the words þ 
of St. Paul, r Tin, ii. 1, &c. *I exhort therefore, T# 
that firſt of all ſepplications, prayers, interceſſions, and Fy 
giving of thanks be made for «// men, For this is good '4þ 
and acceptable in the fight.of. God our Saviour z who Th 
will have all men to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge © 
of the truth.” The apoſtle knew that it was the expreſs T7 
will and command of our Saviour, who is God, that F 
the goſpel ſhould be -preached to «/! men, that they 7} 
might come tothe knowledge of the truth, and be ſaved; IF 
unleſs they ſhould wickedly rez*& it, when: offered 
thern. And how could this be expreſſed better, 'or in iÞ 
more proper and intelligible language, than in the 3 
words juſt quoted ? And it this be the mott natural, eaſy, 
and conſiſtent ſenſe of the words, then they are perfr & 
ly conſiſtent with the eternal deſtruction of all whoy in 
this life, rejeft the goſpel, or neg)cRthis great falvarion.® 
Y | The 


* To make out from this prfiage, that «'! men will be acs 
tually ſaved, it has bren afferted, that ** God auiberitarruely 
ce wills 
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tbe corrupt diſpoſitions of men, &c.” 


( 9o ) 


The propriety 21d importance” of ſuch expreſſions ab its 
now vader centideration, will furcher ap; car by cb- 
ſerving : 


3dly, 


will the ſalvation of all: Wills it az a being of ſupreme; uns 


controulable power, a being that wil! be obeyed in ſpits of 
Bart this is ſaid with- 


out any proof; yea, contrary to the cleareſt evidence. God 
our Saviour wild and commanded that the goſpel ſhould be 


Rn to every creature :-59 that the whole world might 
ſaved, unleſs they ſhould perſeyering!y rejeQ the ſalvation 


' offered : But this bis wil has been oppoſed by men, fo that 
i has not taken effeft, and millions have periſhed by this 


negiet; And/this is the wi? ſpoken of in the tex! under 
gonſideration.  Befides, if this mennt the efficacious wit of God 
our Saviour, a will -with which the evear is neceffarily cort- 
nected, why hasit.not'taken place in this world ? 

God can as cafily bring all ro ihe knowledge of the truth 
and 10's fate of falvation in this life, as in any future time”: 


Why then does he not effcht it here ; but putit off to a diſtant 


, in the unſeen” world ; with relpe4t to which no! a 


- word is faid of bringing men to the knowledge of the truth, 
.and to ſalvation, who Jie in their fins f Or rather, why will 


any imagine this, when ihere is not a titile in this paſſage te 
ſupport !t, but all is againtit? = 

God our Saviour has provided falvation for all men ; hs 
formed ap inſtitution, which comprehens, and will intallibly 
effe@ the fajvatiun of all mer, it profcr'y regarded and im= 


, proved by men; and this be hath willed and commarided to 
” bc done, lr is his expreſs will and command, that this gol. 


.pel be preached to every creature, to all mm, and he wills and 
commands ai men every where, upon h:aring this goſpel, ta 
repent and believe the goſpel, unto falvation, In this ſenfe 
he wills that all men ſhould be ſaved ; But this his will has 
been reſiſted by the tolly and obſtinacy of mer; as ic was"in 
another inſtance, of which he himſelf (peaks, Math, x wii. 
37. * © Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the prophets, 
and Roneit them which are-ſent unto thee; how often won 


- _—_ 


& "7 | atbered thy children together, gv:on as-a hcn gatherein 
| ter 


» 


24ly. The Jews had very contratted, unworthy notions 
of God's deſigns of .ercy to m-n, and. of the: work 
and ſalvation of the Meſſiah. They copfined this fals 
vation- wholly to themſelves, and canſiderd all other 
nationg as outcaſts, wholly excluded from God's favor, 
and all bencfics' in the kingdem of Chriſt ; uoleſs 
thry became Jews by circum-iſion,, This was a. fix« 
ed' and favourice doctrine among the Jews ;-and it 
was not ealy for them to give it wholly-up, and: free 
themſelves from all the influence of it, when they em- 


bracedchriftianicy. Theapoſtles themſelves, for ſometims 


afrer the reſurre&tion of Chriſt, formed their notions 
of ſalvation by this Jewiſh prejudice, in which they 
were educated; and had nb thought of offering ſalyation 
to the uncircumciſed Gentiles. Several miracles were at 
length wrought, in order to convince them, that 


in every | nation he that feared God, ard embraced 


the goſpel, was accepted of him, and ſaved, and that 
God had alſo to the Gentiles granted repentance unts 
lite,” as well as unto Jews. 
And this prejudice remained en the minds of the 
Jewiſh 


her chickens under her wings, and ye WOULD. woT !” Here 
is the lame word in the original as in the rext under conſidera 
tion, tranſlated rvri/l, and in this paſſage, would, and might have 
been rendered, how often have j wil A 

&c. Here he repreſents himſelt as wil/ng the ſalvation of the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem ; which they prevented taking effect, 
by their refuſal to accept his offered Kindneſs. He had made 
full proviſion for their ſalvation, and had offered to beſtow 


it on them ; ſo that, had they conſented, and accepted the. 
offer, 'they would have been ſaved ; and this he "calls hie. 


willing to prote& and ſave them : But notwithſtandiag thisg 
they periſhed, becauſe they rwould not comply with his kind offer, 

at more than enough-has been (aid to ſhew how far the 
words, under conſideration are from affording the leaſt 2vi= 
dence of the aRual ſalyation. of all men, 
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Jewiſh chriſtiaris for a long time ; which the apoſtle 


( 92 J 


Paul, who was the apoſtle of the Gentiles, took ſpecial 
care aad pains in hisepiſtles, ro oppoic and eradicate, by 
affertiog, that ſalvation by Chriſt was as free, and as 
mech tor one nation, as another ; and therefore to be 

zached and off:rd to all nations, and eveiy_ .man, 


| Wiihouct diltinftion, And with this view, the expreſſions 


under conſideration, arc evidently uſcd, as well as many 
others of the like kind, in the New-teſtament : And their 
fall meaning, decfign and importance wilt not appear, 
without keeping this in view, This obſervation may. be 
illufirated by reviewing the pallage that has been con- 
fiderd.-1 Tim. ii. 1. &c, The true meaning may be 
expreſf:d in the following paraphraſe, « I exhort that 
uriſtians pray for all men, Gentiles as well as Jews, 
Jithour making. any diltiaQion. For this is certainly 
acceptable co God onr Saviour ; who is the God and 
Saviour, not only of the Jews, bue of the Gentiles 
alſo ; and has provided ſalvatioa equally for all mati- 
vos, and. all mien; and has willed and commanded, 


-thatthe goſpel ſhould be-preached to all nations, and 


falvation-treely offered to ail, without diſtinRian ; that 
they may come. to the knowledge of the truth and be 
ſaved, uoleſs they periſh by their own faulc. For there 
is but one God, who is the God of the Gentiles, as well as 
of. the ſews ; and one Mediator berweer, God and man, 
even ail men, the nfan Chriſt Feſus ; whoſe mediation 


F and-atonemert therefore does not refpect one nation on- 


ly; but is uolimiced and univerſal z and he gave him- 


felf a ranſ2m for all, that his goſpel might be preached, 
and falvacion oftcred to all men ; which he determined 


ſhould be teltificd and made known in due time ; how- 


ever igaorant of it, both Jews and Gentiles have been, in 
paſt, -This has indeed been a myſtery, which was 
kept fecret fiace the world began; but row is made 


6, 


anilet, and by the ſcriptures of the prophets, ed 
ing to the commandment of the everlaſting God, mi de- 
known 10 all nations” for the be drence of faith ; chat*, 
that © Whoſoever believeth may be ſaved.” Ut 
The following paſſages of ſcripture have bees a 
prged againſt che dottrine of endleſs puniſhment. "Ge. 
m. 15. © It ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bryy 
his heel.” «£ Joh, iii. 8, © For this purpoſe the Sor 
God was manifeſted, tba! ++ might defirry the works*% 
the devil.” « Cor. xv. 25. « For he mult reign, tilts 
hath pur all his enzmies under his feet,” Ir 1s laid, thi 
ſcriptures are inconliſtent with the continuancel\pf 
fin and miſery forever ; for theſe ars among the ent | 
mies, which ſhall be put under the feet of Chrif ': 7% 
and are the works of the devil, which he c:me tous 
firoy. That Satan's head cao't be bruiſed eſfeftuall py; 
and his works deſtroyed, if any of the human race$ 
leſt in bis hands, and finally deſtroyed 'in endleſs;jh 
and miſery. 1 
That theſe declarations do not afford the leaft erovtf 
for ſuch a conſequence, will be very evident, by atcen d- 
ing to the following obſervations. by 
1. The natural and common meaning af a perſoti's 
having his enem'es put under his feet, is ,his complet-+ 
Iy; deteating and avgreoming, and triyumphing off 
them. This was repreſented by the (captains of $9 
men of war in Joſhua's. army putting their feet on 


weeks of the kings of Canaan. Joſh. x. 24. This $ 


ke 


not imply that the enemies are reconciled to the «< 
queror, and do cordially ſubmit, and become his frie$(: *, 
and applaud, and rejoice in his conqueſts z; but NF 4 
poſcs the-contrary, viz. That they - continue his & * 

mies, though completely overcome ; and- they are = $ 
under his feet, to anſwer his ends, and grace his 4 þ 
quell and triumpa. 
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2. Thedevil will be moſt effetually - ſubdued ; hig 
works will be deſtroyed, and his head bruiſed, in the 
higheit ſenſe and de en he ſhall be perfe&ly de- 
feated and diſappointed ral his ends and defigns ; and 
every thing he has attempted and done againſt Chriſt 
and his incereſt,; ſhall be turned againſt bimſelf, to an- 
iwer thoſe ends which he conſtantly ſought todeteat by 
all his attempts; and Chriſt ſhall be more honored, 
his kingdom more happy and glorious forever, than 
It could have been, if Satan had never oppoſed ' him, 
or ſeduced and deſtroyed any of mankind. This does 

not imply that the devil ſhall ever be come a friend to 
— Chriſt or ceaſe to exiſt, or that all the human race. ſhall 
be ſaved ; but the contrary may be neceflary, in order to 
effe&t this to the higheſt degree ; viz. that the devil 
and his angels, with all his impeoitent followers in this 
world, be doomed to everlaſting puniſhmenr, as Chriſt 
himſelf ſays they ſhall. And that this is neceeflary in 
' "order to deſtroy the kingdom and works of the devil 
| moſt effeQoally, and to anſwer the moſt important ends 
| to Chriſt and his eternal Kingdom, will, it is hoped, be 
made to appear in the ſequel. In this view, theſe pak 
of ſcripture are ſo far from being inconliſtent with 
endleſs puniſhment, that this is neceſlarily ſuppoſed and 
umplied in wha: they aflert. 
| Another paſſage of ſcripture@which refers to the 
— fame event, is found in Phil. ii. 10, x1, ** That at the 
'- name of Jeſug every knee ſhould bow, of things in hea- 
ven, and things 1in earth, and things uader the earth ; 
a1d that every tongue ſhould confels, that Jeſus Chrift 
'2. Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” This text 
has been produced as inconſiſtent with endleſs puniſh- 
ment, and as a full proof, that all men ard devils will 
be finally faved. The. whole weight of their argument, 
from this pallage, lies in the meaning they affix to bow 
"ng 


j 


+4 
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ing the knee at the name of Chrif, and confeſſing his E 
Teſus Chriſt is Lord, They ſay, this means a volunt4##+ 
homage paid te him, as his friends and” obedient &*: 
vants. But what evidence is there of this ? * The wore 
are as Capable of another meaning, as of this, and pe; > 
fectly agreeable to the defign of the apoſtle here ; whis 
is to ſhew how Chriſt is exalted and honored, and; 
to reign until all creatures and things in; the unive 
ſhall be made ſubjeR ro him, and his enemies. put undty 
his feet. His friends will bow the knee ro him, ant 
cheerfully give him the glory due to: his name; and 161+: 
fully lubmit to him, and own him as their Lord, an 
the Lord of all. His enemies alſo will be obliged © 
ſubmir co him, and©wn his power and dominion, at} £ 
that they ae juſtly condemned and puniſhed by hin" 
And while in puniſbing them, he will tread the with 
preſs of the fierceneſs of the wrath. of Almighty Gad," vel | 
will be to the glory of God the Father. In» this ; G | 
this ſame ola quotes and uſes theſe words, in 'tx_ 
epiſtie to the Romans, Chap. xiv. 10, &c." ** Xs 
we ſhall ail tans before the judgment ſeat of Chriſs. ab, 
K is written, As Hive, faith the Lord, every knee f 
bow. to me, and every tongue ſhall confels'to Ge 
So then, every one of us fbal! give account of bel, 6 
God,” Here the apoſtle uſes the words 'only to figni 
that. all ſhall give an-account to Chriſt as" their judgy! 
and \conſequently receive a ſentence according as” t 4 t 
works have been, whether good or evil z which he wil 
cauſe to be properly executed. And may we not, rat! 'r 
muſt we not, underſtand them in much- the ſame ſeat, 
when he uſes the ſame words io another epiſtle ?  }?); 
The apoſtle Peter, ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſays, AQts#3 
21. * Whom the heavens muſt receive, until che ns. 
of the refitution of all things, which- God hath {pots 
by the mouth of all his holy prophets, ſince the word 
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began.” Some have thovght theſe words fignifſy, that 
all creatures hall be reſtored to holineſs and ha; pineſs 
by Chriſt, That they import no ſuch thing, wel be 
evident, if the following things be obſerved, 

1: The reſtitution of all things ſeerns to mean nothing 
elſe here, but the accompliſhment of a!l things which God 
bach ſpoken by rhe mouth of all his holy prophets. 
T his (enſe is given to the original word, in ſume tranſ» 
lations ; and is natural and cafy, and agreeable to the 
following words, which have been ciced. 

28. All thinss will not be reſtored to | their former 
ſrace at Chriſt's ſecond coming, and therefore rhis can- 
not be the meaning. This earth and, the viſible heavers, 
are reſerved unto fire, againſt the day of judgment, ard 
perdition of ungodly men ; when the heavens {ball peſls 
away with a great noiſe, and the elements ſhall m/s with 
fervent beat; the earth alſo and the works that are there- 
in {ball be turnt up. 

3, The vime of the reſtitution of all things, of which 
the apoſtle ſpeaks, is the time of ng fa coming to 
zadgmenr, which is elſewhere called His coming the 
ſecond time : For the heavens muſt receive him, till 
this time of reſtifution, which they will not do, any 
longer than to the day of judgment ; for then he will 
«So come in like manner as his diſciples ſaw him go 
iato heaven.” Therefore, they who allow there will be 
any puniſhment of men and devils after the day of judg- 
ment, as all muſt who will pay aay regard to the bible, 
cannot make this text mean the reſtoring all creatures 
to holineſs or happineſs, conſiſtent with their own notion 
of the final reſtitution. 

4+ If the reſtitution of all things dves not mean only 
the fulfiimentof all the great things which the prophers 


| | have foretold, which has been obſerved as the mof? 


natural lenſe,” and will certainly take place at the day of 
judgment : 


nihed by chis acts” ew ic mult mean yhe reſtirutios' 
of all chings from the ſtate of diſorder and confulions', : 
info winch they are fallen by fin, into a ſtate of ord 
at the day of judgment ; when all ſhall be called ro JT 
account, and rebellion ſhall be fileaced and come'to Lo 
proper iſſue, and every one be rewarded according Gt: 
his works ; and all obſtinate ſinners, both men and Jan, 
vils, reczive their proper doom and puniſhment; white). 
the righteous are ſeparated from them, to- inherit rhe” 
kingdom prepared for them :- And Chriit and his kingp' 
dam receive all the advantage of the rebellion that hat-; 
taken place, and of the eadleſs puniſh nent 'of the: 
wicked : So chat there ſhall be unſpeakably more g/ory?? 
and happ.nels in the kiagdom of God, in contmuncy "K 
of fin, and che eadleſs puniſhment of the wicked, that 
could have been without ic. When things ſhall 
brought to this ſtate and ifſue, which eertainly they. EE 
be at the day of judgment, the re/titution of all TEtngdi: 
will take place to the higheſt degree. Every thing will: 
be fer perteftly right; the wicked will receive theip;: 
proper puniſkment ; all the Oy caſt on God's law,” 
government and charaQter wil} be wiped off, and he half. 
have his full revenue of glory, by all the ſia and pugct 
niſhment of the wicked. Chrift ſhall receive the full: 
reward of his work, ang his kiagdom Rave all the wr 
vantage of the whole. Who can 1MAgine a Mare per%)yt 
et and glorious reflicution of all things, than this 2. $3] 
Another = 
* Chriſt ſays, Matth, xvii. rt, ** Elias truly ſhall fir5*: 
come, and refer all things” The ſame word 1s uled heres: 
as in AR, iii, 2r. Thereit is a ſubſtantive, and here a verb #4: 
and maſt ſignify to regulate, and reduce things to order, Chigk 
the Baptiſt did, by preaching repentance and reformation: ' 
and declaring, "that all who retuſed ro: comply, thould 'Y 
puniſhed in unguenchable fire, Chriſt will reflore all thing: - 
by kkeing this maſt completely executcs, 
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_ - Another text, which is produced in favor of univerſal 
ſalvation, and to-oppoſe the do&rine of endleſs puniſh- 
merit, is Rom. v. 18. © Therefore, as by the offence of 
one, judgment came upon all men to condemnation : 
'Even fo, by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift, came 

 L__p0n all men, unto juſtification of lite,” 
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S Anſwer, The apoſtle had particularly ſtated the way, 
which men become intereſted in the righteoutnels 
and falvation exhibited and offered freely to all in the 
"goſpel; and ' proved that this is by faith, or believing 
in Chriſt, or receiving him, and the abounding grace, and 
gifr"of righteouſneſs by him. And had abundantly. in- 
Liſted, that there is no other poſſible way for men to have 
any ſhare in this righteouſneſs and juſtification by Chrilt, 
. but by faith, He"had mentioned this above Iweniy 
-times, in this epiſtle, before he comes to theſe words 
now under conlideration, keeping it conſtantly in view. 
It will ſuffice to cite only three or four inſtances - now, 
out of more than twenty, Chap. i, 16. « For ] am 
not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt , for it is the power 
of God unto ſalvation, !s every one that believerb.”. Ch: 
Wu. 22. Even the righteouſcgeſs of Gud, which is by 
faich-of Jeſus Chriſt, unto all, and upon al! them that be- 
. tieve,” And this chapter begins with the follewing 
words, ** Therefore, being ju#7ificd by faith, we have 
with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” And 
ma the tentence immediately preceding the words we are 
upon, the fame thing is brought iato view, though the 
word Zaith, or believing is- not uſed. v. 17. * For if 
by one man's offence, death teigned by one ;. much 
more they which receive abundance of grace, and of the 
pife of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in_life by one, Jeſus 
brift;” Here the word receive is ative, and expreſſes 
that particular exerciſe or aft, by which men embrace 
the goſpel, or receive Chriſt ; and is the ſame _ 
| wil 
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with faith, or believing on Chriſt. . Joh. i. 12, * ret} 
43 many as received him, to them gave he power- t9 be<'y 


come the ſons of God; even to them that believe onm:- 
bis name.” He here limits the abundant grace, and whats 
righteouſneſs, by which men reign in lite, to thoſe whey: 
receive it, or believe on Chriſt. For it. is in and vpore 
all them that beltcye, There was, therefore, no need of 
repeating this limitation, in, the words under confideras;'z ; 
tion, and ſaying, 4 Even fo, by the righteouſneſs. off'*: 
one, the free pitt came [or comes} upon all men [wht 
believe] unto Juſtification of life.” For this 1s naturally? 
and even neceſſarily underſtogd. And it would be doing 
violence to the words to leaye out this idea, and make:* 
the apoſtle (ay, in dire contradition ta what he had ſa*:: 
ofren atlerted before, and laboured to prove; that juſ<*; 
tification and ſalvation comes atike upon all men, be<'#; 
lievers, and unbelievers, or whether they believe or not.-*' 
And this not only makes him contradit himſelf, bur? 
the expreſs words®f Chritt, and Jokn the Baptiſt, * Hei? 
that believeth not is condemned already. He that be w_ 
heveth not ſhall be damned. He that believeth nor the:* Mis 
Son, ſpall wot /*e life ; but the wrath of God abiderb one. 
him.” EY 
The free gift does indeed come to all men, in. 
the offer of the golpel ; and it is wholly owing to hes 
wickednels of men, diſpoſiag them to flight and reje&&;, 
this falvation, thus brought and coming to them, thats”) 
ail men, even every offs of the human race, are not —_ 
rually ſaved : Bur ill it remains trus, that they only 
who believe, and thankfully recezve this offered grace /f 
and gitt of righteouſneſs, ſhall be aCtually juſtified, and *: : 
rewgn in life by Jeſus Chriſt : For he that beheveth nor, Ls 
afterall, hali be damned. 
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v. 19,—23. © For the earneſt expeQation of the 
"creature waiteth for the manifeſtation of the ſons of 
God. For the creature was made ſubj<R to vanity, not 
| willinglz, but by reaſon of him who hath ſubjeRted the 
ſame in hope. Becauſe the creature itſelf allo ſhall be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the glo+ 
rious liberty of the children of Gad, For we know 
that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
t er until! now : And not only they, but we our- 
| © ſelves alſo, which have the firſt fruits of the ſpirit, even 
'  weourſelves, groan within ourſelves waiting for the adop»- 
ion, the redemption of our body.”” 
S# Inorder to make this paſſage of ſcripture have the 
aſt appearance of aſſerting univerſal ſalvation 3 the 
creature and the whole creation * muſt mean rational 
creatures only; of which there is not the leaſt evidence : 
But that this is not the meaning, is very manifeſt. 
This word, w hich is uſed four times in theſe verſes, is 
found in fifteen other places ; and does not appear to 
» mean rational creatures only, except in two places.| It 
is uſed twice in the firſt Chap. of thisepiſtle, v. 20, 25, 
- where _ it means the viſible creation, and creatures in 
general, as it allo does in the 39th v. of this chap, And 
that by zbe creation, in this paſſage, is meant, not man, 
but the vitible, material creation, and the various infe- 
rior creatures, ſubjected to man, and abuſed by him, 
is evident: 1, Becauſe the creatureis ſaid to be made 
ſubje& to vanity, not willingly ; which cannot be true 
of thoſe who are voluntary lervants of fin; which all 
men are, except thole who are the ſons of God. 2. 
"The creature or creation is here diſtinguiſhed from the 


ſons 


® It is the ſame word in the original ; and the flage would 
be more intelligible, perhaps, to the Engliſh reader, had it 
been tranſlated the creation, in each clauſe of the text; 

I Mark xvi. 15, Col. i. 23, 
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ſons of God, v. 19, 23. So that neither the wicked, 
nor the children of God, are here intended by thee ** 
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The apoſtle is in this paſſage repreſenting the cer="; 
tainty and greatneſs of the glory which ſhall take** 
place in behalt of the church of Chriſt, which he bac > 
mentioned in the preceding verſe, as the conſequence ofs::7 
their preſent ſufferings. This he does, by frf bringing {1 
into view the church's deliverance from the power of**: 
evil and wicked men, in the latter day; when ** The #J 
kingdom and dominion, and the greatneſs of the king”? 
dom under the whole heaven, ſhall be. given to the”? 
people of the ſaints of the moſt high ; and they ſhalt; 
reign with Chriſt on earth.” In order to exhibit the'*: 
certainty and greatneſs of this event; he, by a figure; 
often uſed in ſcripture, repreſents the whole creation a% ih 
unwillingly ſubjeed to bondage in the ſervice of wicks::} 
edneſs ; and groaning under this calamity, and earneſtZ%; 
ly deſiring and expecting deliverance ; which will take>:? 
place in this happy ſtate of the church, when the crea<{\;: 
tion ſhall be delivered out of the hands of the wickeds-:; 
and conſecrated and improved by ſaints, to the glory of”; 
God, and happineſs of his children. Thus he makeg;* 
the viſible creation, now ſubjeRed to vanity, and in bon$'; 
dage to ſatan and. wicked men, to groan, and fpeak a? 
language, which is a fure and ſtanding evidence and» 
pledge of the future glory of the church in this world; 4 
And thea in the 2 Fr ver. he paſſes from this delivers*?} 
ance and glory of the children of God, to the yet. 2: 
higher and complete glory of the church, at the generab/\ 
relurreRion, when the children of God ſhall ſhine forth; 7 
as the ſun ia the kingdom of their Father : For which? 
complete redemption, not ihe whole creation, but bee! 
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lievers, wait and long, in this ſtate of ſuffering and itn, 
wich eager expectation. * 

la this view, the connexion of theſe verſes with the 
preceeding is plain and natural, and the gradation Ob» 
zerved, clear and beautiful..— Here is not a word in fa- 
vor of univerſal ſalvation; but the whole is perfectly 
£6nſiftent with what this apoſtle aſſerts 10 this chapter, 
and the next, and elſewhere, viz. That they who hve 
after the fleſh foal! die; and that God, willing ro ſhew 
his wrath, and make his power kaown, cadureth with 
much long ſuffering theſe veſſels of wrath, fiitea to de» 
Prudtion, Who ſhall be puniſhed with everiatting de- 
drutiion, &c. 

# Eph. i. 10. 4 That in the diſpenſation of the fulnefs 
of times, he might gather together in one all things 
an Chriſt, both which are in heaven, and which are 0 
earth, even in him.” Col. i. 20. * And having wade 
peace through the blood of his croſs, by him to re- 
Cconcile al! chings unto himſelf, by him, 1 fay, whe- 
cher they be things in earth, or things in heaven,” — 
"Theſe words have been produced by lome, as Contain» 
1g the doftrine of univerſal ſalvation; as a#/ ibings, which 
are-10 heaven and'on earth, are here faid to be gathered 
"Logether in one, and to be reconciled unto God by 


Chriſt, which, chey ſay, certainly muſt comprehend 
#// men. 


Anſwer. 


®* When it is ſaid, ver. 21. © Thecreation itſelf ſhali-be. 
delivered from the bondage of corruption, ime the glorious 


. liberty of the children of God ;" the meaning is, that the 
. Viſible creation, which is now abuſed to anſwer the purpoſes 


of the enemies of God, ſhall be delivered from this bondage, 
7 zitelt ſo-undeſirable, in the deliverance, and glorious liber- 
Ly and triumph of the church, in the latter dahs, and tor the 
Like of the childrea of God. The word here tranflaied inte, 
3+ many times in this epiltic, aid ia other placge, 1 
it, org $0, and vile, 
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Anfwer 1. By gathering together, in one, all things in 
Ciriſt z/ or, as it might be rendered, gathering 'all 
chings together under one head, is doubrlels meant, fet« 
ting Chriſt at the head of all things in heaven andeartk, ; 
1, e, On the throne of the vaiverie, having the govern= 4; 
ment-and diretion of all things pur into © his hands ; vi 


= 


Or, as he himlſelt exprefeth it, Matth, xxviti. 13.7% All 
Power is given unto me, in heaven and in earth.” Chr. 
xX1. 27. ** All (21ngs are deiivered unto me of my Fa- ol 
ther” The whole created univerſe, which is exprefled*2y 
by heaven and cartk, and the things therein, fell 1nto 2 26 
diflolved and broken ſtate, in a ſenie; by the incrodudtion 
of fin, Chriſt is appointed to bear up che pillars oF it, to 
prevent any evil coming by lin, on the whole; and'to 
bring the greateſt good our of ir, by the redemprion of 
the church, and its attendants and conſequences: And # 
that he may eff<& this, all things are pur into his hands, = 
and he is made the head of all. This is exprefſed by x 
the apoſtle in the fame chap.  v. 22. in diterear words, x 
which ſerve to explain'theſe under conlideration, *And% 
hath put a// /b;ngs under his feer, and gave him #0 ” 5s 
bead over-all ihings to the church,” To gather rogeth ee dt | 
all things under one head, and to conſtituce Chriſt head © BY 
over all things, is the fame thing. But-chis does nog 3 
iraply the ſalvation of all :5:ngs, or of all men, nor nas}; 
any relation £O 1t. 

2+ The other paſſage in the epiitie to the Colomans.| 
doubtleſs means much the ſame thing with this, _ 
they are to be conlidered- as parallel texts. Whoever; », 
reads theſe two epiſtles, wich attention, written 5y St; 
Paul, -and moft probably about the fame time, an! wy 
compares them together, will find that much the lam# 
matter is contained in them, and often expreſſed 15 th 1 
ſams words with but little variation: T'he only differs? 


gace in the words of thels rwo paralicl pIACEs is, that 2 
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in the form:r, al! things in heaven and earth, are faid to 
be gathered together in one, in Chriſt, In the latter the 
ſame things are ſaid to be reconciled by him, When all 
- things in the created univerſe, which had in a meaſure 
fallen into confuſion, and jarring contradiftions and 
- diſcord, by rebellion, were put under Chriſt, to be 
formed into one harmonious ſyſtem, bringing good out 
of all the evil, and cauſing every thing to conſpire to 
bring the greateſt honor to God, and ifſue in the high 
eſt good of the whole; all things ia heaven and earth 
were, in the moſt important and higheſt ſenſe, recon- 
ciled to God, in him; and this is the ſame with ga- 
thering al things together in one, by or in Chriſt, Thus 
heſe paſſages appear to harmonize, and expreſs one 
dd the ſame thing. How can a// things, whether 
be things in earth, or things in heaven, by which 
more are comprehended than angels and men, and all 
rational creatures, be reconciled, in any other ſenſe ? 
Theſe words, therefore, make nothing againſt endleſs 
puniſhment ; but are in favor of it, and neceſſarily 
wmply, it if this be moſt for the honor of God, and the 
general good ; and necefſary, that ol! things may be pur 
8 due order, and the moſt perfet harmony z which will 
be conſidered in a following ſefion. 
Some have thought the words of St. Paul, x Cor, xv. 
22. aſſert the ſalvation of all men, « For as in Adam all 
die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive.” But this 
muſt certainly be owing to want of proper attention to 
this chapter in general, and to the words which imme- 
. Giately+ precede and follow theſe. The apoſtle is here 
ſpeaking of the reſurrefion of the body ; of the reſur- 
xeCtion of Chriſt, and of thoſe who belong to him 3 
' And nota word is here ſaid of the farce 33a of any 
other perſon, but thoſe whom Chriſt repeatedly promiſes 
. foraile up at the laſt day, viz. thoſe who in bars life 
S 44 ieve 
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believe on him, Joh. vi. 40. © And this is the will of: 

him that ſent me, that every one which ſeeth the or 
and believeth on him, may have everlaſting life ; 
I will raiſe him up at the laſt day.” It is certain from: 


in this | wo z but he attends oth to the refurrec< = 
tion of Chriſt and his people ; that is, the reſurs*:- 
reftion of the body. The words wich which theſe are<: 
conneRted, ' make thi ſufficiently evident. © For fince*. 
by man came death, by man came alſo the reſurrection! 
of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even ſoin Chriſt... 
ſhall all be made alive. But every man ia his own ors: 
der; Chriſt the firſt fruits, afterwards chextharareChriey? 
at his coming.” By death and dying is meant the 
of the body, and by reſurreftion, and being made 
alive, is meant the reſurreion of the body, and cha 
only of the ſaints, 

'The word all is therefore neceſſarily reſtrained her | b: 
to/all that belong to Chriſt. When it is ſaid, In Adant, | 
e// die ; it means all that are in Adam, all his poſt x 
ty; and when It is ſaid, In Chriſt 2/7 ſhall be nec. 
alive, it means all that are in Chriſt; ſo that the latrey:" 
all is not of equal extent with the former, - The apoſtle;! 
exprefſech himſelf here, juft as he does when ſpeaking . 
of Adam and Chriſt, in #75® allage which has beer”! 
conſidered, Rom. v, 18. © Therefore as by che offence: 
of one, judgment came upon all men to condemnationP 
even fo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift camg\? 
upon all men unto juſtification of life.” It has be F ſp 
ſewn, that by the context the words all mex inthe lab 
clauſe are neceſſarily reſtrained to all thoſe who beloag 
to Chriſt, or b-lieve in him ; and in juſt che ſame m J 4.4 
ner the word ll, in this place, is by the context, and; 
the matter created of, nec:Marily reſtrained to all the rg 
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are Chriſt's, 'or believers in him. . And they who will 
not attend to the context, and take theſe words in their 
only natural, p'ain meaning, but run away with the 
meer ſound of a word or two, without conſidering their 
connexion,. only to ſupport a favorite opinion of the'rs, 
will not underſtand the ſcriptures, but remain in darkneſs, 
Our Saviour ſays, Joh. xii. 22. ** And J], if 1he 
from. the earth, will draw a/7 men unto me.” 
It has hence been inferred with great aſſurance, by ſome, 
at every one of the human race will be ſaved by Chrilt, 

$ This is the only word which Chriſt ſpake when he 
as on earth, in favor of univerſal ſalyation, if this be 
To : And this had need be very plain, and ſtrongly aſ- 
ſerted here, and ſo that the words cannot poſſibly he 
underſtood in, any other ſenſe; to counterbalance all 
that has been quoted from him, in which the contrary 
1s aſſerted over and over again, in the moſt plain and 
unequivocal terms. One deſign of Chriſt's coming in- 
to the world was to 'reveal the true charafter of God; 
to proclaim the love of God and his deſigns of mercy 
to men, and what would be the ifſve of all rhis to man- 
kind. And if his grand delign was to ſave evry man, 
and this were neceſſary for the full and” moſt glorious 
d:ſplay of the diving charaQter, it might have been ex- 
pected that he would, dwell much upon this glorious 
ſalvation of all, and {et it in w light mot 
Clearand inconteſtible, But the fa& is fo far from this, 
that he dwelt abundantly on the future and” everlaſting 
puniſhment of the wicked; and ſet it in the raoft alarm- 


- 10g, dreadful light ; repreſenting it by being caſt into 


«furnace ef fire; into @ fire that never ſha'l be quenched ; 
where their warm ditth not, and the fire'is not quemebed ; 


and dwells long upon it, repeating 1t again and again. 


Ang he leads us to the day of judgment, and repretents 


+ — Himſelf as dooming the wicked, even all who were” not 


triendly 
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friendly to him in this world, to ever/afting fre ; ans 
concludes by ſaying, Theſe all go away inio everlaſting 
puniſhment, And he has not left the leaſt hinc to cavs: 
tion vs againſt underſtanding him as allerting the en? 
leſs puniſhment of the wicked ; nor has he ſpoken 4% 
ſentence, that any one pretends has the. leaſt appear # 
ance of a contrary meaning, ualeſs it be this, If wha; 
this is careſully examined, it ſhould appear to alle; 
that every man that ever did, or ſhall exiſt, ſhall $4 
ſaved, and caanot be fairly underſtood in any othey 
ſeaſe ; we ſhall be thrown into an inextricable plungsy 
by fiading a moſt aſtoniſhing inconſiſtence | $1} 

But there will appear no danger of falling into ſuga 
a difficulcy ; and an eafy and natural ſenſe will be four} 
in thele words, conſiſtent with the eadleſs puniſhme?y 
of the wicked, by attending” to the following oblk's 
yations, | lh 

1. Theſe words of Chriſt evidently reſpe& the cars 
ſequence 'of his crucifixion, in bis world, and whit 
men are in ibis liſe; and it is a forced ſenſe indeed, ty 
ſuppoſe they reſpeR every perſon that had ever liveey 
and was then in the unſeen world ; or that he means+9 
ſay, that though men live in unbelief through life, F 
will draw them to himſelf, and chey ſhall be convert 
#/ler they dic. The words of Chrift reſpeQting u*$ 
ſame thing, ſerve fully to explain theſe, Joh. iu. #5 
15... As Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the wildernety 
even ſo mult the Son of maa be lifted up z that whoſerhn # 
pelieveth in him, (hould not periſh, but. have eterpif{ 
life,” . Here Chrilt tells how men ſhould be drawnita 
him, .viz. by believing on-him, and all that do nor 4. 
lieve on him, are repreſented as certainly periſhing. 5! 

2. The words all, and all mey, are uſed, when everp 
individual is not intended, but many or all in gener, - 


vr 4 great multitude, There are the following inftangcy ® 
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of this; and many more that might be mentioned. 
Matrth. tii. 5, 6. ** A/] Judea, and a! the region round 
about Jordan went out to John, and were baptized of 
him in Jerdan.” Mark xi. 32. ** A!! men counted 
Jehn, that ' he was a prophet indeed.” It is faid 
all men came to Chriſt, Joh, iii. 26. Mark 1. 37. 
The diſciples ſay to Chriſt, ** 4/7 men ſeck after thee," 
They.do not mean every man without exception; for 
hat-was not true. 

The words al! men are ſometimes uſed for the gentile 
nations in genera], in oppulition to the Jews only z and 
to fignify, that the goſpe} and ſalvation were. not .coht« 
fined to the latter ; but equally extended to the former ; 
though every may be not included, * Our Saviour ſpeaks 
the words under confideration, at an interview. which 
he had with a number of Greets, proſelytes to the wore 
ſhip of the true God, frem among the Gentiles, who 
had c2me up to Jeruſalem to worſhip at the feaſt ; and, 
upon their deſire, were introduced to him, by his diſe 
ciples. Theſe words are ſpoken with reference to them ; 
and are fſuiced to convey this idea to them, vie. That 
after his death, of which he ſpeaks in the preceding 
verſes, ſalvation by him ſhould be extended to the gen- 
tile nations, as well as to the Jews; and they ſhould 
be drawn unto him: Ard ns that he would aQtually 
ſave every one of the human race ; for ſuch a thovghc 
could not be fupgeſted to them by theſe words, Nor 
have we ocw any warrant to put ſuch a forced meaning 
on them, when another, conliftent wirh ell that Chriſt 
has ſaid of everlaſting puniſhmeat, is ſo natural and eaſy, 

2. Salvation by Chriſt is not only extended to all 
hations, tut the influence of the goſpel will continue and 
ſpread, till all men in general, if not every irdividual 
perion then living, ſhall be drawn to Chriſt, and be- 
come his friends and fervans, This event is fo much 
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and fo often predited in the ſcriptures, that none whe! 


atrend to chem properly can, be ignorant of ir, Chriſt; 
repreſents this by a woman putting leaven into threg2} 
meaſures of meal, which continues there, till zbe whelg:," 
is leavened ; and by 'many other ftmilicudes, all Ln: | [2 
porting, that the goſpel of the kingdom ſhall be preached; 
and ſpread | in the world, till, by the divine influence ates 
tending it, all nations, the whole world, or all meatlh 
ſhall be broughe into ſubjeRion to him yz and the kingg./ 
doms of this world ſhall become the kingdom of Cari! oY 
« The Lord will make bare his holy arm 1a the eyes Or: 
all nations, and all the ends of the earth ſhall ſee the'*: 
ſalvation of God,” Tfai. lii, 10. * And they ſhail ot; 
know the Lord, from the leaft of them, unto the great? 
eſt of them ” Jer. xxxi. 34. In the 22d Pal, where this 
death of Chriſt is predifted, the conlequefice of this iy; 3 
expreſied in the following words ; © 4/! the ends of thiri 
world (hal! remember, and ture unto the Lord ; and 
all the kindreds of the naticns hall worſhip before thee. NY 
Theſe words, and thoſe of our Saviour, under conlides] 
ration, expreſs the ſame event, and luſtra 216 each other; 
Who then can think they imply the aftual falvat.on iy. 
all the human race ? 3's \ 
Another paſſage of ſcripture, which has been pro's 
duced, as favouring the dofring e of univerſal ſalvation;* 4 
18-1 Pet. iti. 18, 19, 20, Speaking of Chriſt, he fays;'* 
« Being put to death in the fi-ſh, but quickened by he's 
ſpirit: By which aiſo ke. went and preached unto. the: 
ſpirits in priſun ; which ſometime were diſobed1 gt 
when once the longſufferiog of God waited 1 in the dayS$\ 
of Noah, while the ark was preparing,” = 76 
A few obſervations oh thele words, will be ſuf nc 
to' ſhew, that there 18 nothing in them faveurable to c 
alvation 6f all men z; but d!: rely the contrary. 
1, Granting, that Chriſt did go and Fay rot 
pirits, 
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ſpirics, when they were in priſon, either before or after 
© His refurreRtion, though it is not aſſerted in thele words 3 
| for this was done by the ſpirit, and they might be 
preached to before they were ſpirits in priſon : Yet, 
" granting as'above; we 2re not "told, what be preached. 
He might preach no glad tidings, and apgbing but ter- 
Tor and” eternal daranation to: them, confiftent with all 
Wart is faid here. 
# 2. 1f it be granted, that he preached the goſpel to 
them, we are” not told what was the effcft; or that fo 
much as one.of them repented and believed, and was 
delivered" out” of priſon. They may all be in priſon 
.yet, notwichftanding any thing that is ſaid here ; and 
conſequently, be more miſerable forever, than it chey 
had nor heard this preaching. 
3. Granting, not only that Chriſt did preach to them 
when im priſon ; and that he preached the goſpel ro them, 
and ofcred ro d-liver and ſave all of them j; but that they 
all- accepted the offer, and are gone to heaven ; all 
which is only matter of mere conjecture, as neither of 
theſe is aſſerted, or implied in this paſſage :. But grant- 
ang them all, it does not follow from hence, that all the 
reſt of mankind, who die in their fins, or that ſo much 
as One, except thoſe who livedio the daygot Noah, will 
* be ſaved. Butthe contrary may be very ſtrongly inferred : 
For if all that had died in their fins, from the beginning 
of the world to the death of Chriſt, were to be ſaved, why 
are thoſe who periſhed by the flood fingled. out from all 
| ae reſt, and the preaching of Chriſt confined to thera? 
S This looks as if they were to bediftinguiſhed from all o- 
S trhers, who areleft in priſon, without hope of deliverance. 
-» This text therefore appears to.be a poor, ſandy foun- 
dation for a Man-to build his hopes of ſalvation upon, 
or of the ſalvation of others: Yea, he muſt be inftacvated 
to a great degree, who has the leaſt depradence _ this 
or 
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for his deliverance from hell, and obtaining eternal Fu 
Vation. 3. 
4. * When the moſt eaſy, plain meaning 'of theſe Bo 6 CY 
1s hxed, it will very elearly appear, that they-have no (ee; 
ference to the ſalvation of any one that ever did, or halls 'Þ 
die in his fins 3 but imply the contrary to-this. Ss 
[e is. no:.here ſaid thar theſe ſpirits were in priſon, when |: p, 
Chriſt went, anJ, by the ſpirit, preached+ unto them. + bh 
They were ſpirits in priſon when this epiſtle- was writ- 'F 
ten; but were once imbodied ſpirits, the ſpirits of choſe long | 7 | 
fince diſobedi-nt ' men, who lived in the days of Noak z 4 
to whom he, inſpired by Chriſt to. forecell the. flood, +} 
and warn anl exhort them to- prepare for it, was a | 
preacher of righteouſneſs for ' one- hundred and twenty © 


_— 
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ſtrive with them, and the loogſuffcring of God waited [= 
upon them. All this is exactly agreeable to the hiſtory te 
of the flood, and ity attendants, Noah was infpired to iT 
warn that; genaration inwords, by forntellingthe. flood ; q: 
and by aftions, in building the ark-; and the ſpirit of 6 
God 91d ftrive with-them during this time»: Boe wy. 
were diſobedient to-all bis warning and preaching 3 4% 
and conſequently periſhed in their ftas : And-cheir ſpirirs-|; 
areconfined in the priſon of hell, where Chriſt fixeth the ; R j 
rich -man'when he died ;z and are kepc in (cuſtody, as as (5 
; fallen angels are, unto the judgnent- of the great 4 
a F. 1 & 
And that thisis the true ſenſe of thispaſſige;is confirmed : t 
by the apoſtle's evident deſign. It is introduced to en- |: 8 4 
courage and” animate Chriſtians to faithfulneſs, patience, * 
conſtancy, and cheerful refolution, in following Chriſt, 
under all oppoſition and fuff:ring from wicked men. 
He mentions the ſufferings of Chriſt, and his rromabaie f 
reſurreQion and deliverance;; and chea introduces this 
inſtance of Noah, and choſe with whom bog ng 
betore 
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before the flood, who oppoſed him, and the ſpirit of 
Chiit, preaghing to them by him. God waited on 
them with long fuftering ; and Noah wear throwgh his 
ſjuffericg and work with patience and reſolution z_ till 
at length, the time of vengeance came ; when Nowh and 
his family were ſaved ; but the difobedient were de- 
ſtroyed';z not by cealing to exiſt ; for though their bo 
dies periſhed, their ſouls were ſhut up in the priſon of 
zell, where they now were, and had been above two 
Souſand years ; notas priſoners of hope, bur of juf- 
mfce, reterved ucto judgmeat, and final, eternal.condems 
F nation. | This repreſentation is ſuited co ſupport and 
{ "eacourage Chriſtians, while they were ridiculed and-op- 
| © poſed, and ſuffering by wicked inen, in the midit of a 
| crooked and perverſe nation ; and to excite them, with 
tience and meckneſs, to wait the expeted end. St, 
eter makes uſe of this inſtance to the like purpoſe, in 
his ſecond  epiſtle, in the following words, © For if 
God ſpared not the old world, but ſaved Noah, the 
eighth perſon, a' preacher of righteouſneſs, bringing in 
the flood upon the world of the ungodly ; the Lord 
&noweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, 
and to reſerve the 'uojuſt unto the day of judgment, to 
be puniſhed.” And by the way, if the ungedly men, 
who periſhed by the flood, were delivered and carried 
to-heaven by "Chriſt, ſv long before the day of judg- 
mear, they could not be a fir inſtance of God's reſery- 
ng wicked-men unte the day of judgment to be pus 
niſhed, and” it was not to the apoſtle's purpole : But if 
they were then in the priſon of hell, reſerved in con- 
Daement, unto' judgment, to be puniſhed with a ſeve- 
rity becemirg cheir guilt and wickedneſs ; this example 
= mentioned agreeable to truth, and is ſuited to anſwer 
kis cad, | 

Oa the whole, therefore, there is Not the leaſt evis 
SG .- dence 


( 13) 


dence from theſs words of St.. Peter, that any one 'man* 


that has died, or ſhall die in his ſins, ever" was," or ever ** 


will be delivered from a ſtate of puniſhment,'to all Le b, 


contrary complexion, viz. 
gent to Chriſt, while they live in this. world, are os 
1nto the priſon of hell when they die; and are kept there ' 
in cuſtody, unto the day of judgment ; when they ſhall 
receive of Chriſt, the judge, according 10 what they have 
done in the I ody, and be doomed to a \more levere and 
everlaſting puniſhment, , 

Rev. V. 12. ** And every creature which is in hee: 
ven, and on earth, and-under the earth, and ſuch: as are 
in the fea, and all that are in them, keard 1, ſaying, Bleſ- 
ſing, and honor, and glory, and power, *be uato him 
that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, fos 
ever and ever.” Theſe words have been produced by 


ſome, as a proof that al! mes and devils will bes: happy,” 


and praiſe God, and Chrift forever. and ever. How 
far they are from proving aoy. ſuch thing, will appr, 
if it be conſidered : 

1, John ſaw this take place, and heard this -univer- 
fal ſong of praiſe, when Chriſt took the government 
the world into his hands; being made - head over 


the divine decrees contained in it, in the admin'{ftration 
of providence, to the end of the world. This therefore 
can have no reference to the winding up. and ifſue"of 
things, at the day of judgment; or in any aiter-pernd s 
and conſequently can have no reſpect to che final ſalvas 
tion of all, or uf any. And long atter this ſeene, when 
all che ſcals of the book were opened, John ſaw-all the 
devils, and all the men who dicd ia theu fins, calt into 
A 


% 


things to the church ;, repreſented by his taking: the” > 
book out of the right hand of him who. fat upon. the © 
throne, in order by open the ſeals of it, and accompliſh” 
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a lake of fire; where they were to be tormented forever 
and ever: And he certainly had no viſion before, or 
after, which is contrary'to this, or looks beyond it, . 

- 2, If theſe'words are any proof of the ſalvation of 
all men, they are an equal proof, that every creature on 
earth; and under the earth, and in the fea, and all bat 
are in them, both beaſts, ſerpents, worms, and fiſhes, 
will a&ively ſing praiſe to God , becoming reaſonable 
creatures, and having the facu'cy of ſpeech, and will 
be happy in this employ forever. Bar there are very 
few, if any, who will believe all this to be aſſerted here. 
Therefore a more natura), conſiſtear meaning offers it- 
If, and muſt be the only true one. 

2. This is oaly a-figurative repreſentation, to expreſs 
the univerſal ſubjetion of - al/ (hings ro the power and 
government of Chriſt; ro'be improved to an{wer- his 
ends, and to promote his blefſedneſs, honor and glory ; 
and che happineſs of this deſirable, joyful event, and 
his worthineſs to receive all this. This is parallel to 
the frequent repreſentations in the prophets and in the 
plalms, where mountains, hills and trees, bealts and 
cattle, fire and hai), ſtormy wind, dragons, and al! tbe 
avorks of creation, are repreſented as prailing God ! How 


- ablurd would it be to 1afer from this, .that all things 
> were rational, and capable of praiſing God in an aftive 
_ way, or ever will be? All the creation praiſes God, as 
"the divine glory and charaQtzr are exhibited by every 


creature ; but in this all creatures and things are paſſive, 
EXCEpt thoſe which are rational, and the friends of God. 
They are the priefts, who actively offer up this praiſe to 
God, for which, all his works of creation and provi- 
dence afford the moſt ample matrer. Io this feoſe, 
prails God.”  Plal. Izzxvi. 
230. All the rebellion of creatures he will turn to his 
own higheſt honor and praiſe: An4 it. it: be neceſſary, 

in 


CEES J 


in ofder to this, that there ſhould be endleſs puniſhment, 
which may be true; and the evidence; that it is {o, is to 
be exhibited hereafter 4 then this puniſhment, and thoſe 
;that ſhall be puniſhed forever, ſhall render an eternal 
tribute of. praiſe to God,, which otherwiſe could not 
have been obtained, In this view, the words. under 
examination are ſo far from implying, that all. creatures, 


or all 'men, ſhall be- happy forever, tha: the contrary 


1s -ngceffarily implied, viz; That creatures-will be.pu- 
niſhed without-end z even as many as thall be neceſTiry 
for God's higheſt honor and praiſe. The ſmoke of 
their. torment ſhall riſe up in the ſight of. all happy in- 
teligences, and bring a tribute of praiſe to God, which 
ſhall be aftively offered up to him, by thoſe who are 
his happy friends. See Rev. xix.. 1,- &c. 


Plal. exlv. 9. The Lord is good uato all, and. his 


tender merci:s are over all his worls.” 
16. *Gnd is love,” 


1 Joh. iv.. 8s 


of his creatures milerable forever, 

- Anſwer t. This is not inconſiſtent with his puniſh- 
ing: them, and inflicting very great evil and miſery upon 
them. This we know he has done in this world. He 

deſtroyed the inhabitants.o: the. old world with a. flaod. 

He burnt-up the inhabitants of Sodom and. Gomorrah 

with fre and brimſtone. He overthrew Pharaoh and 
his-army in the red ſea. He deltroyed the inhabitants 
of Canaan by fire and fword ;.and he inflicts all the evils 
- that nations. or individuals have ſuffered in this. warld ; 

of which there” are inſtances innumerable, and many of 
- them, very dreadful and terrible. The Plalmilt ſays, 1n 

the words preceding thoſe juſt quoted, ** Men ſhall 

ſpeak. of the might of thy /errib/e as.” In Plal. Jxvi. 

8 &c, are the tollowing words, ** Say unto (God, bow 


terrible art thou in thy works ! Come and tee the 
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God, with whom is terrible majeſty, 


( 116 ) 


of God; be is terrible in his dong coward the children 
of men.” Arid he is often tiled, The great and terrible 
And it all this be 
confiltent with his goodnefs ro all, and with his tender 
mercies being over all his works; chen any degree and 
duration of puniſhment, which his creatures deſerve, 
may” be conſiſtent with it, notwithſtanding any thing 
we know. Can any man preſcribe to God, arid point 
gut the exaft meaſure of evil, and the length of the 
puniſhment creatures may ſuffer, conſiſtent with his 
oodneſs ? | 

W Anſ. 2. God may be gocd to all, and his tender 
nercies be over all his works 3 and yer puniſh his crea» 
tares with endlefs miſery, Where is there one, who 
has not experienced che goodneſs of God ? Let him be 

inted out, if there be one, In this world, of which 
the Plalmiſt evidently ſpeaks, and not of the inviſible 


world, every one who has lived, does now, or ever will 


tive, rectives great and conſtant kindneſs from God ; 
for every thing better than perfe& miſery, is goodneſs 
and tender mercy to ſinners, * | 
Anl. 3 Thouyzh God be LOVE, infinite, un- 
bounded goodneis ; yet this is not only confiſtent!/ with 


his puniſhing creatures according to their deferts ; but 


his great love and goodneſs may inflyence him to puniſh 
them without end ; and not to do it, may be incon- 
fiſtent with 1mfinite goodneſs, 

It 15 not thought inconſiſtent with the greateſt bene- 
yolence and compaſſion, in an earthly king or judge, 
to ſentznce a criminal to a moſt paintul death; and to 
ke it executed, whea the ſufferer deferves it, arid this 
is 

® Some render the original words thus, © His tender 
mercy is above all his works,” That is, his work of mercy 


In the recemprion of ſinners, is his chiet'and higheſt wotks 
$9 ir is tranſlated in the $eptuagint, and by athers, 
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iy neceſſary for the public good ; Yea, this is not only 
conſiſtent with the moſt extenſive and vable milhed 
gbodneſs z but is itlelf an exerciſe and aft of love and 
goodnefs ; becauſe the public and general go%d is ſought 
and promoted by it. And it is the nature of true, and 
the moſt exalted love and benevolence, to regard the goud 
of the public ; and not © give that up, and at con- 
trary tO it, in arder to favor an unworthy individuat. 
To do this is partiality, which is contrary to upright» 
nels and goodneſs. Yea, to ſpare the criminal from 
jult punithment, in luck a caſe, would be'fo far from 
the diftates and fruit of love, that it would be an aft of 
untighteouineſs and cruelty ; to injure the public, and 
hure millions, in order to grant an undeſlerved fayor to 
any individual, Should 2 King ſpare his own fon from 
a juſt punithmen', when the good cf the public required 
that| it ſhould be inflifted, and thereby ruin the whole 
Kingdom ; this would be the height of injuſtice and 
cruehy. * 
if 


” * And his cauſing his ſon to be puciſhed,. would be (o far 
from an a& of crueity, that it would be an if cf mercy ; and 
ponepny conſiftent with love and tender compallion tor his 
on, Yea, it would be an evidence of his true benevolence ts his 
fon, as it would be the Rrongeſt evidence of bis love 16 the 
public :| For true dove to the community, neceffarily irapiies 
benevolenge to every individual of which the comamuniny is 
compolcd. * 
I he followiag wards of Cicero, the famous Roman orator, 
in kis fourth oration agaiaft Cataline, who was at the head 
of a confpiracy, fermed to deſtroy the ciiy and the the piine 
cipal men in it, are worthy wo be introduced here. 
© For let me aſk, Should « matter of 2 tamily, firiding his 
& children butchered; Chis wite murdered, and his houſe 
&« burnt by x fl:ive, inf{:&t upon the offencer a puniſhment 
** that feli ſhort of the higheſt rigor; would he be counted 
F* mild and merciful, or 1akuman and ciuetfk It we puaiſh - 
-* them” that is the conſpurators, 5 with the uimoſt ſeverity, 
«+ We 
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If God be infinitely good, he muſt and will puniſh 
thoſe creatures who delerve it, with endleſs puniſhment, 
when this is neceſſary for the higheſt good and happi- 
neſs of bis kingdom ; for this is the diRtate of the-moſt 
e& love; and not to do it, would be inconſiſtent 
with goodneſs. If this be fo, in vain is the love and 
goodneſs of God alledged, as inconſiſtent with endleſs 
Cn: That the higheſt good of God's eternal 
iogdom does not require that ſuch a puniſhment ſhould 
be inflicted, it is Certain, ne man has any right or abi- 
Iity to determine; and the evidence which there is of 
We contrary, will be conſidered in the next ſection, 
# THrest are the chief and leading paſſages of ſcripture, 
which have been thought by the advocates for univerſal 
falvation to” be moft clearly inconſiſtent with endleſs 
puniſhment. And let every one now judge, whether 
they are fufficieat to overbalance thole which have been 
produced in the preceding feftion, as plainly declaring, 
ia a variety of ways, that the future puniſhmear of the 
wicked will be endleſs; fo that he can fit down with 
ſatisfation and confidence, and reſt his eternal intereſt 
on this foundation, and rejoice ia the proſpeRt of ever- 
laſting happineſs, purely becauſe the ſcripture ſays that 
all ſhall be happy forever, whatever be their charafter, 
and however they live in this world, Yea, let all judge, 
whether theſe texts have the /za/t weight in oppoſition 
0 eternal punifthment, and are not perfealy confiſtent 
-with that doEtrine. Surely this may be cafily decided, 
Greater light and evidence cannot be defired ; and 
divine revelation has ſet this poiat in fo clear a light, 
Chat he who rpos may read, if he kave eyes. to ſee. 


SECTION 


* we {hall be accounted compoſſimate ; but if we are remiſs in 
* the execution cf juſtice, we | may deſervedly be charged 
** with the greateft crueity, 'in expoling the public and our 
® lellow citizens ruin,” * | 
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WHERENTN-it is conſidered, what reaſon 
may be given for the Defrine of endleſs Puniſh» 
ment, which is revealed in ths Floly Scriptures : 
Or, Why Ge! will puniſh impenitent Siuner's 
forever ; A4nd\ whether there be any reaſonable” 
objectivns a7 ann this, | 
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TW HOUGH ic be-granted chat reaſon, without the 
; nelp Or divine [EVELATtION, can determine nuthing 
with certainty aboat\ furure and endleſs puniſhment 2 
et, when we fi d the doftrine of eternal puniſhment S 
expreſsly and abundantly affcrted 1n the Bible, we may 
reaſon upon it; and as it muſt be moſt reaſonable, it 
may appear to be ſo, and we be able to vindicate it 
from-all objections which any may pretend to found in 
reaſon again(t ic. It will therefore be proper and uſe» 
ful co:conſider this doctrine in the light of reaſon, and . 
ſee how far it may be vindicated on this ground; and 
whether the 0bj-&tions that are made againſt it can be 
lupported by reaſon. 

Not a few have been fo. prejudiced againſt rhis doce 
trine, by their inclination and feelings, and their own 
way of reaſoning on the ſubje&R; that they come ta.the 
Bible determined not to find it there, or if they do, to - 
reject that book as not from God, And ſome profeſſed * 
Chriſtians have been ſo weak. and unreaſonable, as to 
think they have been doing God ſervice, in attempting 
co prevent perſons of this caſt renouncing the Bible, and 
becoming profeſſed :Deiſts, by trying co Make it ap- 
pear, that it contains no fuch dodrine, 

A contrary method is here propoſed, viz. To exa» 
Pia cheir reaſvaipgs and objeRions, and ice whether 


they 
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" muſt be acknowled 


( tho ) 


they will bear the teſt of truth and ſound reaſon; or 
ate cnly the figments of a dairk and prejuliced mind. 


Fizsr, Let.it be inquired , Whether G- 
puniſh any of bis rebellious creatures -» 
puniſhment z or whether the y can Geir v: 
ment £ 

If fic againſt God be {fo great a crime as fully to dee 
ſerve an endleſs puniſhmeat; fo thi his juſtice and 
righteouſneſs may be gloriouſly Ciſplayec by inflicting 
jr ; then this may be ene rexiſon why he will do it, But 
if not; if ſuch a puniſhmeng be too great, and exceeds 
we il] cefrre of the inner ; it is 1poſtbic he ould be 
Iomed toit by th! rightebus Governor of the world, 

F lt bas been taid, thatendlefs puniſhment is cruly an 

nie evil; and therefore cannot be juſtly inflited 
on any, unleſs their crimes, or their guilt, be infiaitely 
great ; for juſtice io puniſhing conſilts io proportioning 
the ppniſhment to the magnitude of the crimes, for 
which it is inflifted : But no finite creature, eſpecially 
man, can contratt infinice guilt, cr be guilety of crimes 
infinitely great, in the Tore ſpace of human lite x 
therefore cannot deſerve an infinite or cadlels puniſh- 
ment, | 

' Let impartial reaſon be confulred on this point. It 
Xt ean be made evident gnd. certain, that fin again(t 
Gad is notan infinite Evil, a crime of unbounded mag- 
nicude, the argument in favour of endleſs puniſhmenc 
irom the reaſon of the thiag muſt be given up ; and it 
ged, that no reaſon can be offered 
why God ſhould punilh, the finner forever. | = it 

PEE, Q 

| It will be thought by ſome, perbaps, that tos much is 
granted here; and ghat 'God's puniſhing the Gonacr without 


£nd may be yindicafdd as juſt and pro tbouzb the infigice 
6vi! of bin be denicd, ve Propers org | 


There hays beca thole, it muſt be ckadwiedged, wtia 
AaYse 


an tndlefs 


; may \zuſtly 
ach a puniſh 


2 3 


fin b* an infieite evil, a crimet fo great that it really has, 
in 028607 IT eſpe&ts, no bounvs or limits, and this 
ſhail appear (0 be agreeable to the diftates of reaſon 'and 
coramon fenſs ; thea it muſt be acknowiedped, that 'it 
deſorves an 1/!ofs puniſhment ; and. char this is the 
proper wages 0! all fin againt God; and therefore he 


may with juftice 2nd propriery inflitir\; and muſt do 


it, whenever he lays judgment to the Jine, and Tighs 
' tzovinets 


have rejeQed the do@rine of the irfinite evil \or ill deſert of 
fin, as not to be vindicated, and involving unznfwerabte dife 
fculties, in their view; and yet have thought they could 
give a good. reaſon, why they who dre in their fins ſhou'd'be 
puniſhed forever, viz. Becauſe they will continge'to fin, and 


remain in a ſtate of rebellion without end ; and therefore 
will delerve to be punithed without end; and ihis\wilt be prov 


per, and even neceflary, 


But perhaps, when this is examined, 1t will not appear to th 


have any weight, or agreeable to ſcripture or reafon, For, 

1. The fcripture repreſents finners to be ſentenced to 1his 
puniſhment, and puniſhed ia the future Rate, for: the fins 
which |they did commit, when in the body, in this worid. 
When our Saviour repreſents himielf as, fentencing franers to 
endleſs puniſhment, the ſentence is grounded on their paſt 
conduR, in this world, « For | was an hungred, and ye gave 
me no meat, &c.” And St. Paul ſays, * We multi all-ap« 
pear before the judgment feat of Chriſt ; thatvevery phe m2 
receive the things done in the body, according tothathbe hath tone, 
whether it be good or bad,” Therefore, according to) forips 
res ſinners will be ſentenced to a puniſhment. which they 
a 


ready deſerve, for their fins in this life ; but they wauid not 


deſerve to be ſentenced to an endleſs puniſhment, for [theſs 
fins, if they were not an inhaite evil, and they infinitely 
criminal, 


2. There dq*s not appear to be any juſtice in ſentencin 


a finner to a puniſhment, which he docs not already feferve, * 


for what he has done ; for this 1s te condemn him for ther 
of which be hath not been guilty. Therefore, it che infinize evil 


of ſin be given up, there will aot.-appear any juſt 
leſs puniſhment, 
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teouſneſs to the plummet, and rewards ſinners accor: 
ding to their works. 

But when we attempt to reaſon on this ſubjeR, it 
| ovght to be done with great care and cavtion, left, 
 - through partiality in our own favor, we ſhould reaſon 
| and judge wrong. Men have all ſinned againſt God, 
- and joined in a common rebellion; and this is natu- 
"| rally attended with a lelfiſh partiality, diſpoſing them 

to overlook their own guilt, and call in queſtion the 

- righteouſn?{£of their Maker's conduRt, if he treats them 

according to their deſert, T herefore, however juſt ic 
may appear to an impartial judge, that rebellious crea- 
ures ſhould be puniſhed forever z yet, no wonder if 
ſhe heart of rebels ſhould riſe againſt it, and ſo far pre- 
F*judice their minds, as to blind chem to the reaſonable. 
' neſs of it, and lead them to pronounce it wyult, The 
danger of error here lies chiefly on this fide. 

* . Whether ſin be an infinite evil, and in what ſenſe ir 

| is ſo, will appear, it is hoped, by attending to the fol- 

ih lowing obſervations, obj*<Etions and anſwers. 

| ' x. All fin, or wrong affeftion and condutt of men, 

| is more or leſs criminal, according as their obligations 
to the contrary are greater or leſs; or, according to the 
degree of obligation that is violated, is the degree and 
magnitude of the crime in violating ſuch obligation. 

There are different degrees of obligation. A man 1s 

- under greater obligation to love and befriend his pa- 

rents, wife- and- children, or his benevolent friend, from 
- "whom he has received innumerable kindneſies'; than he 
| \ , isto a ſtranger, or one who has.no peculiar relation to 
8/5 him. Therefore, if he is unkind and injurious ro the 
4 . former, this is an unſpeakably greater crime in him, 
than his unkind and injurious treatment of che larrer 
_ can be. V ko: 
2. The obligations which men violate by fin,” or 

| W 
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wrong affe&tion or conduR, are chiefly derived from the 
objeat who is thereby oppoſed and injured: T herefore, 
the chief aggravation of all fin, or the greatneis of the 
crime, is derived from the objeR, againſt which ir 1g 
committed ; and is according to the greatneſs, excellence, 
worth and importance. of that object, and the criminal's 
ſpecial concern and connexion with it, &c, There are 
indeed other conſiderations which may render obligae 
tion, in particular inſtances, greater or lefs, and conle- 
ſe vently, the magnitude of the erime.in violating the 
bligation, will be in foe reſpects varied by. theſe z 
But the cbjef and higheſt aggravation of all fin has irs 
foundation in the objeQt againſt which it is committed 
and the evil of ic chiefly conſiſts in this, 


Hence it is a greater crime for a ſon to hate and i FAG 


jure, and att a cruel part towards his excelient father, 
who preſides in a large family with digoity and bene. 
volence, and who alone provides for him, and all the. 
reſt ; than it would be, for him to treat one of the fer 
vants in the family after the ſame manner. It a man 
fall upon a ſtrarger, whom he meets in the road, and 
takes away his lite, in order to obtain his money, hig 
crime is great : But if he proceed to rake away the life 
bf his moſt worthy friend and greateſt benefaftor, wha 
had often reſcued him from death ; this would be acrime 
immenſely greater than the former. He is very crimie 
nal who injures, and fſerks to deſtroy, ard attually 
takes away the life of one of his ingffenlive, though 
molt incoaltderable neighbours : But how much more 
criminal and.jll deſerving is he, who riſes in rebellion 
againlt a up excellent prince, on whom a great na- 
tion depend for protetion, ſupport and happineſs ; and 
actually dethrones him, and puts him to death, and 
bereby brings cotal ruin on.his whole kingdom ? 
Concerning ſuch inſtances as theſe, thecommonlenſe, the 
" 3 "feelings 
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feelings of m2n determine without heſitation, 2nd evenirs 
teliftiely, without the labor of long reaſoning z they bcing, 
in a ſenſe, ſelfevident. And doubtlets, if men had as clear 
diſcerning, and as great ſenfibility, reſpeiog the bernz 
and charaRter of God, his preſence, greatneſs, power, cx» 
cellence, goodneſs, &c. and of the abſolute dependence 
"of all things on him, and of the infinite importance of his 
being and kingdom, as they have, with reſpe& to thoſe 
things mentioned ig theexamples above; theconvittion of 
the infinite magnicude of the crime of revelliog againſt 
him would be more than equally clear and irrefiftible, 

Ia all the inſtances mentioned, and in all of this kind 
What can be imagined, the greater guilt. and 311 deferc 
pf the criminal ariſes from the objze& injured, againſt * 
which the crime is committed ; and is in proporyon to 
the degree of o-oligation violated by the tranſgreffor, 

3. All the fias of men are committed againſt God : 
He is oppoſed and injured thereby, This cannot: be 
diſputed, fince ſia 1s a tranſgreflion of the law of God ; 
for to diſregard, oppole and deſpiſe the law of God, is 
certainly to dilregard, eppoie and deſpiſe Gud, and to 
riſe in rebellion againſt his authority ard government, 
'Some inſtances of Ga are more dire2!y againit God, than 
"others; bur all fin is againſt him, and he is the chief 


the firſt and the greateſt z and ſo much exceeds all others, 
who can be injured by fin, in his being, worth, and ex- 
 tenfive rights #n1 1acereſt, that, in compariſon with him, 
"rhey are of no conſideration, fink into nothing, and 
vaniſh, This is firongly expreſſed by David, when 
he was humbling himſelf before Gad for his fins, 
« Againſt thee, zbce only, have 1 ſinned, 2hd done this 
Þevil in by fgbi.” 
* 4: God 1s infinitely great, excellent, and worthy ; 
and his being, intereſt, honor and kingdom, are .of 
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infinite worth and i importance. His intereſt is ſo grea?, 
extenſive and univerſal,” that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, there 13 
no other intereſt, but this One, in the univerſe,. He has 
made all things for bim/elf: He: is the only proprietor, 
who has an abſolute, perfe&, and nnalienable rigat to 
all creatures and things. _ They all depend wholly and 


conſtantly on him; anFhe is the boundleſs, infinits - 


benefaftor to all: His authority cover all is withour 

Iimits, and his goverment abſolutely perfect. 
Therefore, all ſin is againſt an infinitely grear, worthy 

and important objeR ; "it is oppoſition to God, hus whole 


intereſt and kingdom "ir diſregards and deſpiſes hi mg F, 


and tramples his authority under foor, 

From theſe premiſes, 
all 'muſt grant, che plain and unavo'dible concluſion is, 
that all fin is infiaitely criminal and ill deſerving, This 
propolttiop is as demonſtrably certain, as any one of a 
moral nature can be. If wrong aff:CQtion. and conduct 
ve criminal, in proportion to the greatneſs of the obh- 
gation to the contrary; and the obligation be great in 
proportion to the greatneſs and worthineſs of the objeCt 
toured by ſuch wrong affetion and condu@: Tf all fin 
be egainſt God and injurious to hirs; and he is infinitely 
great and worthy, and his intereſt and kingdom inf. 
nitely great and important; all which is granted ; 
Then men are under infinite obligations to God, to love 
and ſerve him, and be friendly to his intereſt and king- 
dom ; conſequently all oppoſition co thele, is a violation 
of infinite obligation, and ;nfinitely crimiaal, 

Or ſhorter thus : 

Every crime is great in degree, in proportion to the 
greatn*ls and worthineſs of the being, againſt. which it 
is committed. Every lin is committed 2g4inſt God, 
and 1s an injury done to him, who is infioitely great 
and worthy: Therefore every ſin is a crime uf 1nfinite 
Egnitude, and Celerves an infiaice puniſhment. $+ 
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5. The infinite evil of ſin appears from the evil con- 
ſequence of it, or the evil which it naturally tends to 
produce, and wil! take place, unleſs prevented. - A 
crime is great in proportion to the evil it tends to eli &, | 
or is the natural conſequence of it, But the evil whick 
fin aims at, and cends to produce, is truly infioite. 

This appzars from what has been already obſerved, 
All fin is againſt God, and his whole intereſt and king- 
dom ; It tends to diſhonor and dethrone the Almighty; 
to deſtroy ll his happineſs, and to ruin bis whole inte- 
reſt and kirgdom; to introduce the. moſt dreadful con- 
Suſion and infinite miſery, and render the whole unverſe 
Aofioicely worle than nothing, to all eternity, 1t there be 
any ſuch thing as infinite evil, this is ſuch; and he who 
aims at this, and does the leaſt cowards it, or what has 
a direct rendency to it, 1s guilty of a crime which has 
no bounds, in this reſpect, as to its degree of il] deſerr, 
I: is big with infinite miſchief, and therefore is in itſelf 
an infinite evil; and nothing ſhort of endleſs puniſh- 
ment 'can be its proper reward, - To inflict an evil in» 
fanitcly leſs than this, as a puniſhmear, falls iofinitely 
ſhort of being anſwerable to the crime, or of mantfeſting 
the evil or guilt of it, 

To this it will be objeQted, perhaps, that no ſuch 
evil actually takes - place. God cannot be dethroned, 
cr realy hurt, by the ſinner; he is infinitely beyond the 

_xecach of the rebel; and his kingdom and intereſt can- 
not be hurt: Yea, God will over-rule all fin for his 
own honor, and to promote the happineſs and glory of 

- his kizgdem forever, Why thea ſhould the ſinner be 
pniſhed, as if he had afually eff:Red infinite evil, 

4 When the evil tendency of what he does, and his crimi- 

4 mal endeaycurs are prevented taking effect, and no ſuch 

— Evil can-come ? | 

Anſwer 1, The crime is not to be eſtimated pip : 
evil. 
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evil that is aRually effeRed by it ; but by the nature ** 
and tendency of what is done, and the aim of the cri» 5 
minal. "Though the evi! conſequence be prevented, and 
it be not in the power of the criminal to effz& it; yer, "£7 
it he does what he canto accompliſh ic, his crime is to #4 
be eſtimated, by his maniſeft diſpgſirion, ,and the ten» < 
dency of what he does. It a ſubje attempgs to take. 
away the life of a kiog ; or from difaffetioa to him, 5:3 
does that which tends to deſtroy him. and would doit, #1 
were he not prevented ;z though the life of rhe king be 
not hurt, and the attempt wholly miſcarries; yet he i$,ap 
juſtly condemned as guilty of high treaſon, and puniſheall 
accordiogly. \ 
The finner does all he can to dethroane bis Maker, 
and render him infintiely miſerable, and ruin his King- 
dom forever : Every fin has a ſtrong and mighty ten- 
dency to this ; and no thanks to the ſinner, that this in» 
finite evil has not been effeed, by his rebellion : And 
1s his crime not (ſo great, becauſe the evil is prevented, 
by the infinite power and wiſdom of God ? He who 
will aſſert this, muſt renounce all reaſon and common» 
ſeaſe. © David, inſpired to imprecate puniſhment on the 
wicked, ſays, Pſal. xxviii, 4, ** Give then according i#- 
their deeds, and according to the wickedneſs of their en- ' 
deavours : Give them after the work of their hands, and  : 
render to them tbtir deſert.” They are to be puniſhed 
according to their deeds, the nature and tendency of 
them, and according to the wickednels of their eu» 
dtavours; whether they accompliſh what they at» 
tempt or not. Again, Pal. xxi. 8, &c. * Thine hand” 
ſhall find out all thine enemies, thy right hand ſhall > 
find out thoſe that hate thee, Thou ſhalt make them 
as a fiery oven in the time of thine anger, &c. For they _ 
intended evil again} thee z they imagined a miſchievous * 
device, which they are not able 10 perform,” According 
(48) 
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to the objection, /Þor intending evil againfl God, and ts 
magining @ miſchievous device, which they were rot able to 
perform, ought to haves been given as a reaſon why 
th'y ſonld not be puniſhsd; whereas it is bers menticn» 

ed a3'a reaſon why (204 would certainty pur th hem, 
Anſ{. 2. God, in puniſhing the wicked forever, will do 
no more ro them, than" they would have done wo him, 
h:d it- been in their power : And (urely t!1is is but a 
juſt and equitable puniſhment, which they ' fully © de- 
terve, if they deſerve any\ at 'all. They will rebel a- 
gant h'm, and trample on his aurhority and laws, let 
phac will be-the conſequence, to him, He would have 
Ween dethroned, and made infinitely miſerabie forever, 
id they been ab'e co bring it to paſs : This is the ren» 
dency of their treatment of him; and this mult have 
been the effect, had he nor been able to defend himſelf 
agaiaſt them; and counteraX their endeavours. And do 
they not deferve to be treated after: the ſame manner, 
by him, and made eternally miſerable? Would any 
puniſhment ſhort of this be in any meaſure anſwerable 
to the crime ? If they have caſt God behind their back, 
and cared nothing for his honor, intereſt or happinels ; 
do they notdeferve to be caſt off by God, and that he 
ſhovid take no care of their intereſt or happiaeſs ? Theic 
hearts have been full of miſchievous devices againſt 
God, and all they have done has tended to deftroy him, 
his happineſs 2nd kingdom : And will ic not be juſt 
to bring | the miſchief on their own heads, and give 
them over to-endleſs miſery ? Among the laws given 
by Moſes to Tſratl, is the following one : Devt. xix. 16. 
&c, © It a falle witneſs riſe vp againſt 'any man to tel- 
tify againſt him that which is wrong ; the judges ſhall 
make Cciligent ir.quiſition : And behold, if the witneſs 
be a falſe wirne(s, and teftified falſely againſt his bro» | 
ther; her forall ye do unto him, as be had thought 5 have -\ 
| one 
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done unto bis brother, And thine eye ſhall ot piry, but 
life ſhall go for lite, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand 
for hand, foot for foot.” TIhs law requires them to 
punifh the inan, who, by falſe witneſs, chought and 
endeavoured.to bring evil on his brother, by io0iag 
that very evil on him, though his brother received not 
the l-alt hurt by ic. All will doubtleſs Yay, ths is a 
righteous law ; and it 1s but juſt that ſuch an. cvit de» 
{ligning man ſhould be thus puniſhed. Ant wiil ac be 
unarighteous ia God, who ordered this law, to aft by the 
{ame rule, in puniſhing thoſe who have born falſe witacſls 


againlt him and his charaQter ;, and have attempted to 


bringruin on. him and all his frieads-; by grvieg them 
up to eternal deitruftion; though he and his kingdom 
have received oo hurt by their wicked attempts? 

As God and his kingdom are infiaitely diſtiaguiſhed 
irom every thing elſe, in their infinite greatneſs, excels 
leace,. and importance; {o rebeil:ox again{t him, and 
oppoiitioa to his iaterelt and kingdom, and an attempt 
to deſtroy the whole, muſt be- equally -Ciftinguiſhed 
trom any other poſſible or ſuppolable crime z and theres 
fare 1T 15 right and proper, that it ſhouid have an <qually 
diſtinguiſhed puniſhment ; chat is, an endiels one: "A 
temporary puniſhment, Waich 1s 
this, and inftaicely lef3 than the evil of {4a; cannor ants 
{wer the end of puniſhment; it will neicher cxprefeike 
evil or. crime of injuring the inftaitely great Je Ivan 
nor ſcrve 1n the leaſt degree to ſhew-. 1s 16hnaite worthy 
grandeur and greatnels z but ſpeak a Contrary language, 
viz That his beinz, character and kingdom, are of 'ifl» 
fiaitely leſs worth, than they really are; and fo would 
be a real dilk>nor to him. 

If one. who -has defamed the charaQter, of a worthy 
perionag*, being prolecuted, convicted and condema'd, 


ſhauld be puniſh: d only by pay'ng a {mall fn:, viz. ons. 


penny. 
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penny or ſhilling: The language! of this would be, that 
the chyracter of rhe perſun oefamed was worth po more z 
and therefore would be fo far from anſwering tothe inju- 

, and wiping offthe reproach ; that it would really faſten 
the diſgrace upon aim, +and - his charatcr would ſuffer 
- mare; than if the criminal had not _ been condemned 
and pun:ſhed. AndifGod ſhould puniſh rebels againit 
him, who have defamed him and highly injured his 
character, wich a temporary puniſhment only, this would 


be as far from, anſwering to his infiaitely tuperior, ex , 4 


cellent and impartant charafter, and properly viadi- 
cating it, as if no puniſhment at all were inflifed: Yea, 
it would be infinitely worſe than none, and really degrade 
his charafter, and be a reproach to him. Jn this caſe, 
2 juſt puniſhment muſt be aniſwerable co the finitely 
S amiable, worthy and important Character, which is in- 

Jured and blaſphemed ; that is, ſuch a puniſhmeat as is 
ſuited toexpreſs the greatneſs of the injury done, and 
the infinite worthineſs of him who is injured, and thus 
take off the reproach caſt upon him. Bur this can be no 
leſs than an endleſs puniſhment. Therefore ſuch a pu- 
niſhmernt 18 juf, it is deſerved, and muſt be inflicted, if 
there be any puniſhmeat at all, in order to. vindicate 
the Divine charaQter. 

But tkere are other objeCtions againſt the infinite evil 
of fin, and the finner's deſert of endleſs puniſhment, 
which mult be conſidered. 

Oby. 1, It is ſaid, that as all creatures are finite, they 
are not Capable of infioite guile, or of committing a 
crime hat has an infinite degree of evil ia ir, or that is 
in any reſpeft infinite, 

Anf. 1, This objeCtion is obviated by what has been 
ſaid in proving the infinice evil of fin, viz. That this 
reſults from the greatneſs and excellence of the being a- 
guialt which it 1s committed ; and depends. not ar all 
on 


—_ 


Sy 
33, 
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LAG? 


64 the degree of exiſtence of him who offers the abt; 
tf a finite creature can affront and abuſe his Cre; 
who is infinitely great and worthy, he can be guilty $3 


Aoſ. 2. If a creature ſhould atually pur 
to his Maker's exiſtence, or dethrone him, and dat 
his kingdom ; his crime would be truly infinite. 7a] 
will grant. But to deſire and attempt this, and dg 2 
which would certainly effect it, were it not- prev 
by a ſuperior power, is to be guilty of the ſame &&# 
ſo far as the criminal is concerned z and therefore: 
be inflaitely great, and deſerve the ſame puniſh@&s: 
as if the effc& had actually followed, The ini 
magnitude of the crime, in this caſe, does not 16+ 
leait degree depend upon the greatneſs of the crimz 
or the degree of exiſtence, of which he 13 poſſeſſed}; 
Anſ. 3. Agreeable to this, when a <trime is £*ime 
mitteJ, men do not firſt inquire into the greatogk: or 
ſnallneſs of che perpetrator, in order ca determige 
magnicude of the crime.z but confider che nature &% 
criupe, and the injury done, and who is injured}? 
If aa abjeRt, dependent flare burns his maiter's Kyaſe, 
and deſtroys him and his whole tamily, or attemf# to 
CO it, his inferiority and dependence on his maſt ty do 

nut exteauate his crime, in the judgmeat of menz> 
rather aggravate it; And no one will offer this as L-flen 
in his tayor, or as a reaſon for a mitigation of'þ {20M | 
niſhment. ow | 
And here it may be obſerved, that it is equally wn- 
realunable, and contrary to the commonſenſe and Fac- 
tice of men, to lay that an infinite crime canaot be © mn- 
- mitted in the (ſhort ſpace of humaa life; and that: 1:9. 
caanat deſerve cudlels puniſhment, for the tas of i, few 
T jet. 
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years... For. as the infinity of che crime does not depend 
on the greatneſs of the offender, fo neither does it; de» 
pend. oa the length of time in which it is perpetrated, 
1n judging of crimes, and the degree of pun-ſhmentthey 
deferve, men do not 10quire what length of time was 
ſpent. in committing them ; but what is the pature of 
them, and what is doae, And men arc condemned to 
death, or impriſonment during life; for crimes which 
were perpetrated ina few minutes. 

Obj. 2. It is ſaid, ihevery fin be an infinite evik./a 
crime of infta/te magnitude ; theg all c:imes mult be 
equal z for none can be greater. than iufinite : Which 
is contrary £0 reaſon and ſcripture, 


—_ 


s Anſwer, Tais conſequence does nat follow from the 


lo&rine of the infiaite evil of fin, as it has. been ſtated. 
Two crimes may be both ioftaite jn their. crimina+ 
lity, and ill delert, as committed agaiaſt God ; and 
yet, in other reſpefts, one may be greatly aggravated and 
criminal above the other, being committed againſt more 
light, and greater warnings, and an abuſe of greater 
tavors, &c. They both deſerve eadleſs puniſhment ; 
but one delerves @ greater degree of puniſhment, than 
the other, It is ealy to conceive two perſons deſerving 
and ſuffering endleſs puniſhment; an4 yet one deſerving 
and ſuffering a much greater degree of pain or puniſhment, 
than the other. And is it nvt as caly co conceiveot two per» 
ſons being infinitely guilty, as rebels againſt the Monarch 
of the univerſe ; and yet, m other reſpes, the rebellion of 
one be mach more criminal, than that of the other ? This 
may be illultrated by the following ſimilitude, -T wocords 
or Cylinders extended without end, and, in this reſpeR, 
both equally infinite, may be of very different diameters, 
and, #: ibat re/peit, one much larger than the other, 

Obj. 3. Iifia be an infinite evil, becauſe committed 
again an infinite bbjeQt ; thea the virtue and holinefs 
| of 
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of ereatures muſt be infinitely &920d, excellent” ind 
praiſeworthy, becauſe exerciſed towards the” ſang In- 
finire objeR ; which is too abſurd to be admittes. dy | 
An. This conſequence does by no means follpw. 
Creatures can do more miſchief, by rebelli9h, and wke 
more from God, than they can do good, or give tozan, 
by Geir obedience. Here there is ar infinite c&:ffc FFICe, 
It has been ſhewn, that fin takes 4/7 from God, Ss in 1 
its very thature and tendency deſtroys all the gong in 
the univerſe; ard would a& ually do it, were” Woct 
counteracted by omnipotence, infinire wiſcom and god» 
nefs : But the obedience and holinets of creatures {not 
to be eſtimated by the objeRt towards which it is *#xer- 
ciſed ; bur by the ſubject, by him who exerciſe”? it, 
or the degree and quantity given to God. All tit a 
finite creature can give, is bui, faite ; He can py 
more than himſelf; and therefore what he gives #21 
faitely ſhore of infinice, it is as nothing, Con aIrea 
with the obje& rowards which it is exercitcd, <7 to 


whom it is piven, 3-1 
Obj. 4. Though God be icfinicely great, excalient 
and worthy ; yer finite mins can have no concep{FM of 
that which' 1s inficite, The infinty of God is #fage- 
ther inconceivable to chem, and our of their ight:Zand 
all their ideas muſt be limited, But that of whict. they 
can have no idea or conception, can haye no inftxxnce 
on the mind ; and therefore cannot increale the oblifa 10n 
of creatures, fo as to render it greater, than®# the 


object was finite ; conſequently, a creature cant # be 
under infiaite obligations, from God's infinite grit aneis 
and excellence, | 1. ns 


Antwer. It is certainly not irae, that a finites 
Can have no conception of an infinite being, os 
from that which he has of one who is faite * Becags 
's contrary to gur experience, in the conſciouſneſs: 
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ideas that are in our own minds. If men could have © 
no idea of that which is infinite, diffcrent from that © 
which they have of a finite obje&, they could not reaſon, - 
nor {peak an intelligible word :bourt it 3 which the ob- 
jeRar himſelf thinks he can do, and is eQually doing 
, while he is meking the objeftion. And it we con- 
fult our own feelings, we find that we feel otherwiſe 
towards that which we conceive to be infinite, than we 
could, if we thought it was not ſo, The inſtance be- 
fore us will ſufficiently prove this. Are we not conſci- 
ous that we ought to be alf:ted with the infinite being 
and perſeftion of God, inexprefſibly otherwiſe, than 
rowards any finite being? And if fo, then his infizity, 
or his being infixite'y great and good, brings an obliga- 
tion on us to reſpect and love him z which we could not 
be under, were he not infinite, And if that which is 
FT infinite, viz. infiaite greatneſs, authority and excellence, 
© 3 Hinds us, and the greatneſs of the obligation ariſes 
L 3 Yrom the infinity of che obje&; then it muſt be an in- 
Ainite obligaricn., 
When we think of future liſe and kappineſs, we ea- 
fily and necefſarily diftingurſh between temporary and 
endleſs happineſs, and prefer the latter to the former, 
feeling, in ſome ſenſe, the infinite difference. And 
when we attend to infinite, or endleſs puniſhment, and 
argue for, .or againſt ir; we feel that this is infinitely 
more Creadfu!l than any finite evil, and cannot but dread 
it unſpeakably more ;/ and be ſenſible that it affords an 
tTnexpreſſibly ſtronger motive, not to rebel againſt God, 
than any finite puniſhment can: And that it is infinite- 
1y greater folly and madneſs tro provoke God to caſt vs 
into ſuch puniſhment, than to expoſe ourſelves to ore 
infinitely leſs. Therefore, the reaſon and experience of 
every man, if properly attended to, will teach him that 
* rhe objeftion is without foundation, 
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The evidence that (in is properly an infinite evil, af 
havin its nature infinite ill deſert, has now been cons. 


A 


dered, and objetions have been examined and obviateey 
and the reader is to judge, whether ic may nt be proveſy 
even to a demonſtration, that all ſin delerves infiess 
or endleſs puniſhment. But a5 the j:ficiie evil ofti9 
appears from another conſideration, it may be furtFer 
obſerved, 2! 
6. The atcn:ment which has been made For ling: 4 
order to the Gnner's being pardoned, ſhews that thrMi 
is infinite il] deſert in fin. I 
They who acknowledge the Divinity of Chriſt, AL 
conſequently, his infinite greatneſs and werthioef, ! 7, 
alſo acknowlecg*, that the atonement he has wade,ar 
ſin, by his obegrence and ſufferings, has infinite wat 
and merit, and is as great and conſiderable, as the px 
ſon who gave himlf to be the propiciation for the 3g 


of men. Bur it fa be not an inftaice evil ; then thisH- 


x4 


” 


tonement 1s infinitely more and g-eater than was Neg 
ſary, in order to open the way tor the pardon of: #; 
and the Mediator is infinitely greater and 'mare 'S 
than-it was neceſſary he ſhould be, in order to mi 
atonement for fin, Qne'end of the atonemenc why! 
Chriſt made for ſin, was to ſhew wha: evil chere is in TH 
and its i}l deſert. this is every way fufficient # 
atone for fin which has infiaite 4ll deſert; therefore, 15 
declares ſin to be an inflate evil, or © deſerve infi-3 
or- endleſs puniſhment. Conſequently. ro deny tg 


4 
s 
z 


there is infinite evil in (in, is, in eff, to deny ? e 
Divinity of our Saviour ; or the truth which is declyF 
in the atonement which he has made for ſin. got 

IT being thus evident, beyond all contradiftion, 
all fin is infinitely criminal, and deſerves endleſs pun 
ment; ſo that God may juſtly infl.& it; .and mult &- + 
if he lays judgment co the line and a to/£ 
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i plummet, and puniſhes ſinners according to theif 
1 ic hence appears further evident and certain, that"this 
| Puniſhment will be joff Red on. all who die in their ing, 

| _ from thoſe paſſages of ſcripture wh'ch declare thac God 

| will reward them acco:ding to their works, nnd infli | 

iþt a puniſhment anſwerable to their deſert. is: 

11h This is oftea and abundantly afferted in" fcrripture; 

i} From many iaſtances of this, the following are ſelected, 

| I} Hai. ti. 11, ** Wo unto the wicked, it ſhalt be HI with 

, | | him: For the reward of his bands ba!l be given bim.”* 

| 


Pal. xxviii. 4. ** Give them according to their deeds, and 
according to the wickedneſs of their endeavouryy give them 
- after the work of their bands, render to (ht their Pesent,”" 
.Matth, xvi. 27, ** For the Son of min ſhall come in 
the glory of his Father, with his angels : And tbew be 
all reward every man according to his works,” Rom, 
V. 5, &c. * But after chy hardneſs and impenitent heart, 
» Freaſureſt up wrath againſt the day of wrath, and reve- 
lation of the righteous judgment of God ; who will ren- 
der 16 every man according to bis deeds. Tribulation and 
anguiſh upon every foul of man that doth evil.” 2 Cor, 
v. 10, ** For we muſt all appear before the judgment 
fear of Chriſt : That every one may rective the things dong 
in the body, according ts that be bath done, whether it br 
goed or bas,” Rev xx. 12, And the dead were 
Ju g*«: out of thoſe things that were written in the books, 
according to teeir works.” xxii. 12. ** Behold I come 
quickly; and my reward” is with me, 0 give lo every 
man according as bis work hal be. 
\ All fin deſerves endleſs puniſhment, this is the pro- 
per wages of fin, and God may moſt juſtly infli& it. 
God has faid, in his word, that he will puniſh firners 
i the future ſtate, according to their ill deſert ;, theretore 
they wil! be puniſhed forever. © 
© *SFCORDLY. It muſt 'be conſidered, whether atty $o0d 
en 


on-creatures ? BOS x: 
if no good end. can. be anſwered by thus puniſhing; 
and if. it be nor, all chings coalidered, neceflary for tht 7 
good-of the whole, that any creature ſhould be mag; 
miſerable forever ; then it is not conſiſtent with wildant 
and neſs to inflict ſuch a puoiſhment upon any. 
thoug they. may deſerve it, and no injuſtice would | ? 
dane to them. by iafliftiag it. The iofiaitely wiſe ary 
d' governar of the world always has fome wiſe age G 
good end;. in-all he Coes, or.) never puniſhes his creatury#; 
merely for the ſake of puniſhing, or only co make thex4 
miſerable. - This is ſtrongly aſſerted by God himſel/% 
when he ſays. ©* As I live, I have no pleaſure in ty 
death of the wicked.” Aad thereiore we may be ſun 
be will not puniſh them forever, though they defzr; 
it,. paleſs it be aececeſſary to prevent greater evil, 20% 
anſwer the beſt and moſt important purpoſes. oF 
Burt if endleſs puniſhmenr, infinitely dreadful as ir is}; * 
be. necefliry to anſwer the hight and beſt ends, andt 
promoate the greateſt g20d of the whole, and is an im! 
pottant and effeatial part of the moſt wiſe and benevrs 
lent adminiltration, in the government, of the world's 
Then it is not only perte&ly confiſtene with jofiaits 
goodae(s, but it is the dictace and exercil= of goodnery 
ielelf ; and not to inflit this puniſhmenr, muſt be inks 
nitely diſagreeable & croſſing to unlimited goodaefs, & 
monitrate the want of benevolence. On this ſuppolich | 
then, all the objeCtions which have been, with tuck cars \ 
fidence, urged againſt endleſs puniſhment, {ram #3 
gooineſs of God, as being inconſiſtent with that, 
to the ground, and appear highly unreaſonable, 
iſh and abſurd. : 
We are iadeed, poor and very inadequate judges*+ 
the ends and delights of God, al bs admin f 
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6 6ur preſeor ficvarion, aod'in this very imperfedt abd 
fiaſul ſtate; io which it is a9 uacommgoa thing lor men 
ro call'Gcd's wiſdom and goodneſs in queſtion, and fay, 
His ways" are not tqua!, Therefore, though we were not. 
able to fee why there is to be endleſs puniſhment, and 
udderſtand what wiſe and good ends God defigns to 
aniwer by it 3 yer, ſince he has tevealed ta us, that be 
will puniſh the wicked forever, it would be very uabe- 
coming, yea, intolerable arrogatce, tor men to lay ag 
end can be anſwered by it, or even doubt of the 
wiſdom afid goodneſs of this part of the Divine admi- 
niftrativn, 
- But we are not left wholly in the dark, with regard tg 
his part of God's ways. la the ſober exerciſe of our 
tcaſon, aſſiſted by divine revelation, we are able to jul 
tify God, in puniſhing the wicked forever z ard t tcp 
and rejoice in ſome of che ipfinitely important, wile and 
ends which will be anſwered by this awful, cremen» 
dous branch of the Divine government, in_which God 
will do terrible things in righteaulaeſs ; fo that the 
good thar ſhall 'be produced by it, will iafintely 
vverbalance and ſwallow up all the ev. 
"The following ccnſiderations will be ſufficient, it is 
preſumed, co illuſtrate and eſtabliſh this poioc, 
I. All will grant ir is not oaly juſt, that criminals ſhould 
puniſhed according to their d:{eris ; but it is an ex- 
preſſion of wi'dom and goodac fs, 1n a governor or judge, 
thus ro puniſh them, when this 1s ſuitable and neceſſary 
to maintain authoiity, law and governmeat, and deter 
others from the like crimes. And ia this cale, to re» 
fuſe or negict to punifh, can proceed from nothing but 
a defeQt in true benevolence and goodneſs. Puniſh- 
meats ace therefore found neceffacy in human govern- 
ment, in order to preveat greater evil, and promace the 
public good ; ſo that evtry true friend to the public, and 
(20 


jt qa le 
And who can think himſclf able to determines, thay 
6rernal puniſhment 1s not proper an1 neceilary,.. ay jt 
maczans, to anſwer theſe ends in the Divine 2overame) Mn 
which is infinitely extended, and everlaſting * And if q 
he cannot 4tr lawily deitr mine fuch puniſhment to bs wa ; 
neceſſary and viclels; he has no warrant to conclugt 
is not 'beriectly agreeable to infaute goodaeſs, ro # 
fift it. »Why is It not as much kyzed, and az. neceftary ; 
73 a means, 6 reſtrain creatures trom lin, as any Ki 


der dxtVneſy uato nc of the great = a 
Ead no influence oa the ang*ls who have nat fianzd : 
and has not bzen a means of preſerving and confi-migg 
them in obedience? And chough it be certain, that © 
redeemed fron among men will, after they are math * 
erfect, continue in obedience and holineſs forever; v8 ] 
this will not be effeAted without means ; and this may " 
anJ doubrieſs will be one, even the everlaſting puni b 
ment of the wicked, the ſmoke of whole aniſhm:gc- 
will riſe up in their Gizht forever and ever. No put iſh 
ment birt an endlefs. one can anſwer this ead. God os 
dered puniſhmeats in Iſrael, evea the greareſt that p FF ( 
kaps c3ule' be inflifted in this world, viz. Thar tranf 
greſfors ſhould be publicly toned to death; that ache; 
might hear and fear, and hereby be reſtrained from lin; 
Endleſs puarthnent may be as mecellary in the furuct'; 
(fate, to anſwer the ſame end. BY 
Il. 4t is defirable, and of the greateſt importance? 
that all the diving perſeion, his whole charater and, ; 
glory, even all that is amiable and eXCellen in G. "I8- 
ſhould be afd out and dilplayed, ia the aght ot tai : 


| 4 
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ereatures ; that his friends may be under the beſt ad- 
vantage to ſe- it; and enjoy God, and adore and 
praiſe him-forever, This is as defrrable 20d. important; 
*ir% tha; God ſhould be glorifed to the higheſt de- 
ores, for this is done only by ſuck a tnanifeſtacion and 
dTp'2y of his excellence and pertiections, and in the con» 
ſequerr love and pratſe of his crexnres : And this is as 
defirable and importaar, as the bigheft happineſs of the 
Sryants of G d, the memvers of his eternal Kingdom. y 
for their happineſs myſt confift fuammari!y in the knows 
ledpe and enpyyment of God; in beholdiog his glorys 
and loving and glorify .ong him, But they, know aad 
joy himy oo further than he is manifeſted to thern iy 
his glorious perfeQtion, by his works 3 and their happis 
neſs will be in degree aniw-rable ro this diſplay-ot che 
Jivine p:rfcctions ; and is promated by every thing, by 
Which God is glorified. 
But the eternal puniſhment of the wicked-ia ſvited to 
FF promote and anſwor theſe delirable and important cadsyg 
Wa and"ts neceffary, in order to their being accompliſhed, 
, Wl moſt perfeatly, and to the  hignelt degree, -T his wall 
HE $611 SV | | 
1 appear by deſceading to parciculars, 

1. The terrible majeſty of God, and the infinite di ead- 
fulneſs of bis diſplealure and wrath, could pat be fully 
diſplayed and known, did he not-infli& eternal: puniſh» 
ment on any of his creatures wgho deſerve it. 

«Terrible mj*[ty and wrath are aſcribed ro God: in the 
inſpired writings, as included in his amiableneſs #nd glo- 
rious perfection, bis abſolutely perte&t character, for 
which he is worthy to be loved and gored,” And his 
terribleneſs and wrath are <qual in degree to his inficite 
exiſtence and capacity ;.and therefore are | infiaitely 
great && dreadful.” And if it be agreeable & defirable, thaz 
there ſhould be a God of infinite terribleneſs and wiath 
it is equa!ly defirable-that this ſhould appear, and be dil- 
Soveret! & diſplayed, in the works of God, But this eans 
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bot be done in any way or degree, yoleſs it be by terrid 
aff or works, by which evil is inflicted oa creatures. © 3 
there were 10 pr ible evil in the univerte, ard God neve: 
did, of would irfl:& any evi! on his Creatares, as 2 punts 
#74nt for their has; there could be no polſibie appear: 
ance Of terrible majefty in God, or of any dilptcalure ant; 
wrath ; for that beithtg trom whom no evil, no pain of 1Nt5 
ferivg ever did, or ever will come, bas no© wrath, or ads 
ehing that is t*rrible, or awful. And as God's terrilhe 


©% 
majeſty appears, and is ated out, only by his inflict 4 


. 


evilz fo this appears great in proportion (© the evii FF? 
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fi&ed. Therefore infinite evil muſt be inflicted, 1n tf; 


a; 
der to EXDPreſs the 1nfhoit 19 LEFrivie 1t;aj [ty and wary 
of 'God. Any finite evil or puniſhment will be no Pies 
p*7 expreſi in of infinite terribleneſs and wraths Wy 
fall infirirely ſhort of it. But ences pus (ih ment 18-1 
full and proper exprefiion Of this, as it is an evil iofivitly 
Wterrible and treadfol, and can be infliftrd by My ; 
But the t1bpicely powerful and tertible jchovab, wh 
only'is able, in this way, to make a molt glorious ts 
etrrnal diiplay of his infiaite power and wrath, Andy 


= 


not the anſwering this infportank end, one good reals 

why the wicked ſhould be puniſhed according. to the? 

delerts ? -* Whit if God, willing io ſhew þis wrath, $1} 
: mak 


* The threetning of eternal puniſhment ag»inft the 113 
greffars of the law of God, is indeed anexpreflierr of inflits1 
terror and wrath againft ſing} if it be ſuppoted it may andix'7 
be executed on any ; But if the puniſhment threatered 96 
only z temporary One, it 1s no” proper expricſion of the:tor- 
rible majeſty 'and wrath of God. And though endleſs]. 
mihmen: be threatned, yet if it be known that it will ne%er 
be execured in any inflance, it will ſand for nothing Md 


ad 
. 


whit +a 008 15 terrible, hes in the execution of the. threatiin 
and no! in the threatning itſelf, uacoaneced with 


hs 
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pumithacat thieaned, 
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gf the world, as bas been f.ewo, Therefore, fo fr a4 
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qnake big powyer known, has determined to. punith they 
veſſels of wrath, fitted to ſuch a deſtrution ; to puniſh 
them with everlaſting defiruction, from the preferce of 
the Lord and zbe glory of bis power f"" - 
2. God's infinite dilpleaſure and avger whh fin and 
the fiover, and the oppofitign of his heart to them, are 
properly exhibired un puniſhing the ſinner forever ; but | 
kannot be ex, refiſed by any. i1emporary puniſhment. 
J Infirirte hatred of that which is opp fivon to all good, 
$ peceMarily implied 1h infinite beneyglence and: goods 
neſs 3- and therefore is effential ro the Divine charaRter, 
and it cannot be perte& and infimely excellent without 
It.; but direQly the contraty. | Ic is therefore gelirable 
nd neceſſiry, that this ſhould appear, and be 'gluricus- 
y diplayed, in God's ceacutt towards linners, Une way 
to expreſs this, is in puniſhing the fianer ;- Bur | thig 
cannot be done by any punt, mery, but an end efs ore ; 
beeauſe the degree of hatred of ſin, maniteſted in pus- 


Tl! nilhing it, is in proportion to the degreg-ot evil ins 


ed, in the puniſhment. Ano endleſs puniſhment, theres 
ore, is neceflary to anſwer this important end... A tem- 
porary puniſhment will be (o far from expreſſing ins 
Poe oppoſition to fin, that it cx 5+ the. Contrary, 
iz. that God is infinitely leſs diſpiealed at fin, then an 
fo perte&t and being muſt be ; and there- 


ore, would-be worſe than no puniſhmeac, and really ins 
ure the Qiying charafter, 
” $- la the everlaſting puniſhment of the wicked the 
pofoite dignity and worthineſs of God, and excellence 


= - of his law and government, are exprefſed and afſerted in 


a very adyantsgrous and firiking manner y and this is 
Sne important end and defign of this puniſhmene. 

- Sin 4s criminal, «nd the evil of jr great, in proporticn 
the Cignity, excellence and worth of the Governor 
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the evil of fin is Gifcovefed; in the ſame degree Jie 
manifeſted, 'God's grrarneſs, dignity, worthineis, &: 
Byr' the everlaſting puniſhment of the nner will 4 £ 
in fome 1t/p:ts, the ftrcn,ett poſſible expreſiien ot þ £ 
infinne evil of fin; and conſequently, a bright and! 
ſetting; manifeftation' of the infinite worthineſs and #7 
celience of God;' and the ſacredneſs of his law and's 3» 
vernment, | By this puniſhment, it will forever appear's 
angels end [ihe rederme<d 5 yea, toull inceliigentty, 
whatan it Bnitely evil and birrer thing is, to fits agari 
God; 'and by means t this, God. will be eternoly Ban 
and exalted, in his infinite greatneſs, worth aod exe: 
lepce, as he could not be, were there no ſuch puajty- 

ment. And it will, conſequently, -be the cecalion It 
Jy and praiſe-ipheaven, by which God will be honge; 


EF 


80nd exalicd forever, — 4k 

A finite puniſhment, which is puniſhing the ig 
joficitely lets than he deſerves, would be io far it 
goſwering this'end ; thar it would have a contrary 1 
dency,. andrefle& diſhoner on God, and repreſent 4 
as icfinitely "leſs honorable and excellent, than he's 
It h:nce appears,” that endleſs puniſhment is as imp 3 
rant and neceſſary, 'as is the" moſt clear manifeltarige3 
God's infirite worthineſs and glory, and his aflertpg 
and maintaining his own rights, dignity and honor, '?ad 
the 1cfinite importance and excellence af his law. thc 
government, to the greateſt advantage of the'univece, 
himſelf and che creation. be 

4- Endleſs puniſhment” is ſuited, 'and neceflary;*to 
make the brighteſt everlaſting diſplay of the night ule 
nels and goodneſs of God. wy 

[t.has been obſerved, that infinite anger and'dil 116g 
ſure agaioſt fin is eſſential ro infioite goodneſs t! AlhF i 
uſt be further obſerved now, that ſuch diſpleaturt 


anger is goodneſy itlelf, oppoſing, and kindled vg/zy 
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what infiaice goodneſs. leeks. 
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oſes and tends to de 
0 aku goodneſs ya 
the greateſt good of the whole, and theretore, muſt'ye 
infinitely diipleaſed with thac- which ſets/irfelf againſt all 
go0d. Therefore, the more this diſpleafure and anger 
s manifeſted, the greater is the maniſeftation- of dive 
goodaels. Bur this cannot be properly and fully mani» 
teſted, but by inflicting infinite evit-on the obſtioare; 
Yoofi med enemies of all gaod. Hence it appears, that 
the greater the evil is, which is ioflited-on the obtli- 
nate Ganer, if it be juſt, che greater is the ditplay* of 
divine goodnefs; and therefore, to- inflict endleſs pus 
nil meat on ſuch who deſerve it, is a diſplay borh ot 
the righiguulacts and icfivite goodneſs of God, which 
cguld noc be made in any fine puniſhment. 

If a ſubjcR turn enemy to a whole Kingdom, and do 
all ia his power to deftroy, both cha-king and) che people, 


wrath, againſt that which © 


be diſpleaſed and angry, 10 progertian 10: bis goo: refs, 
his benevolent r-gard 10 the highelt good of ths kings 
dom z- and in his Caſe, his goodaels mult be exc: cited 
and «ed out, in exprefiing his difpleature, by'pundbing 
the obitinare offender, And to neglect tu puniſh him, 


8 or to inflict a fmall and light puntthment, —_— 


tels than his crime deſerves, would be lo far from ex- 
preſing any goodneſs, that ic would demonſtrate the' 
want of ic. And on the contrary, puniſhing him ac- 
cording to his deſert, would be- the. higheſt evidence 
he could give, 1p this caſe, of his benevolence and 
goodneſs. _ : 

And why is not this equally true of the Governor of 
the univerſe ? If it be, then endleſs puniſhmetit muſt 
be one cficntial part.of his government, as neceſſary 10 
lay, in the cleateſt light, bis infinite righteovſneſs 


goodneſs,» 


Thus 
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Thus it appears, from the view given of it under 
herd, that endleſs puniſhment will ſerve to manifeſt '.20 
diſplay the Divine perteftions and character ; - an } 
what way and/manner'it- will d9 this ; and why * 
necefiary in order to anſwer this lofinitely \ciporthot 
ett, ſo-mvuch to the glory of God, #1d conlequently:pr 
the-good and happineſs of att who tove him. 1 
But that infinite "goodneſs is exerciſed and difplty 4d 
in puniſhing the wicked forever, wilt be” more Bidy 
proved under the next head; where it wif] be partſ3- 
larly conſidered; av it reſpe&7, and - wilt promatet ze 
general good, the glory and happineſs of che kingdy 
of God. 4% 
IH. The eternal puniſh ment of thewicked will, '-ja- 
ny- ways, promote the higheſt good of the blefiza, Ul 56 


= 
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cially the redeemed from among men; and 3s the g-Ofe 
ptoper-aad neceffary means of their vn'pezkably' gitar 
degree of hohneſs and happineſs forever, than « 
otherwiſe rake place: And therefore mult be agre 
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to infinite goodneſs, and a ſtrong exrr:Mon of jr.) :2 
.\The exerciſe and manifeftation of God's diſplaghyre 


people, in condenning and paniſhing them accordifis eo 
their deſerts, and evil deeds, and vindicating his ſerv 
andther cauſe, and ſaving and delivering them fromthe 
hand -and power of their adverfories, caufing theftr#ro 
tnumph over all that injured then, is certainly al anhs 
ſtance and expreſſion of his righteoufnels and bh op 
The holy ſcriptures every where reprefeat it in this thr," 
of which every perſon, attentive to his B:ble, mufſt;{ ve 
ſenſible. God, ia vindicating the righteous cauſe off ki 
ſervants, by delivering an3 ſaving them, and rnatif% 
ing his high diſpleaſure againſt their enemies, bu 
demning and puniſhing tham as they deſerye, exf : 


and diſplays his righteouſneſs & And, at the _—_— | 
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this righteouſneſs is nothing but kindneſs and mercy tg 
his church and people. And the more his diſpteature 
andanger towards his and their enemies is manitelted, 
in the-greatneſs of the rightcous puniſhment _iofl ted 
vpon them 3 the greater is the expreſſiva -of his guod- 
neſs to them x and they are urſpeak ably more happy in 
the righteouſneſs of God, & in his love and favor to them, 
than they could have been, had they not been thus vindi- 
eitcd and delivered, and their enemics had not been de- 
ſtroyed and puriſhtd with everlaſting de{truRion; There» 
fore the ri2bteouſn;ſs of God, as it reſpeRs this caſe, is 
often ſpoken of in ſcripture, as including his goodne/+ ; 
nd righteouſneſs and -{alvation are words frequently 
'Bſcd as ſynonymous x as every Careful reader of his Bi. 
muſt have obferved. The following paffages, a- 
mong a multitude of others, ferve to iNuftrate theſe ob. 
ſervations. Plal. Ixxi. 2, 13, &c. © Deliver me in thy 
righteouſneſs, and caule me to” eſcape. Let them be 
confounded and conſumed, that are adverſaries to my 
foul. But 1 will yet prorje thee more and more. My 
mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy righteouſneſs, and thy ſalog« 


ton all the day.” Plal, cxlin. 11, 12, ** For thy righ- 
geouſmeſs ſake bring my foul out of trouble. And of 


tby mercy cut of mine enemies, and deſtroy all them 
that aM'& my foul.” Pial, Izv. 5. * &y terrible thitgs 
in righteouſneſs, wilt thou anſwer us, O 0d of our [at 
vation.” Devt. xxxii. 43. * Rejoice, O ye nations, his 
; for be will avenge the blood of bis ſervants, and 
will render vengeance to bis adverſaries, and will be merci- 
fab unto bis land, and #7 b;s people. 

Therefore the divine vengeance and eternal puniſh- 
ment, that ſhall be inflited on the wicked, is repreſenced 


| 1n ſcripture to be in the ciear and full view of the re« 
deemed, and inhabitants of heapen, as a mean bf exciting 
© and greatly increaſing their love, joy and praife. 


lal. 
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lit. 3, 6. Speaking of the wicked, he ſays, & G99 0311 \\ 
deſtcoy So Folens The rights 2us alſo ail (es, 'qad 
fear, and. ſball /augh at mim.” Plal,, Ivin 9p. 
* He ſhall tak: them away 2s with a whirlwind ; 4 
liviag and in his wrath. The righicous ſhall v4 
when be /:eth the vengeance : He ſhall waſh his-tegr 
the blood of the wicked,” Pal, hotix. 12, 13. * Ws 
der unto our ncighbuurs (even fold into their boſy; as, 
their peproach wherew:th they have Fefr04: :hed tte, 
0 Lard. 50 we, thy people £ will give thee thanks Jotyer 
Plal.. xci. 8, ** Oaly with thine eyes [halt thou be? 0 
and ſee the reward of 7 wicked,” Iſai. Ixvi- 24. **F | 
they ſhall go torth and look upon 1bt carcafes of thef: 
that haut tran/greſſed again/t me; lor their worm \ E 
not die, neither thall thcir fire be quenched ; and 
ſhall be an abhorring unto all fleſh.” Rev. xiv} 
«And he ſhall te. tormented with fire and brim y 
in the preſence of toe boly ange!s, and in tht preſence uf 
Lamb ; ag 4 the [moke of their torment aſcenderb wp}: 
ever and ever,” Chap. xviii. 20. 4 Rejoice over er; 
thou Ap, and ye holy apoſtles and prophets Nor 
God bath I you on ber,” Chap. xXix, 1. &c, % \Mf- 
ter theſe chings | heard a great voice of much 
#1 beaven, laying Aillelu; gk (alvation, and g 
honor, and power, unto the Lord our God : Forligue * 
and righteous are his judgments z for he hath judgeyl: the  - || 
great whore, which did corru; or che earth with twer' [bee 
nication, and 2atb avenged 15e blood of bis ſervants | 
pand. And again they laid flekch (i. e. praile y&3% 
Lord) and ber /moke reſe uD foreves and ever.” 
None, turely, will diſpute tne goodnels of G 
puniſhing his enemies, and the enemies of. his © 
2nd kingdom, fo far, and as long, as ſhall be ner: 
$9 ſecure and promote the velit inteceſt, and higheſt hyp 
>: neſs and Flory of all who bciong to this Kine fs 
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For that goodae(s itſeit ſhould do this, is agreeable tq 

commonſente and reaſon, And this is. aſſerted in che 

holy icripture. God there repreſeacs himſelf, as giving 

people and nations up. to ruin and d:ftruction, for the 

ſake of his church, as the cffeRt and exbreffion of his 

love and goodneſs, Ifai. xiii, 3, 4. © 1 am the Lord 

thy God, th: holy one of 1fracl, thy {aviour :'1 pave 

Egypt forithy ranſom, Echiopia and Seba for thee, 

Since thou watt precious in my tight, thou haſt been ho- 

norable, and 1 have loved thee: Fhereft ire will 1 give 

men for thee, and people 'or thy life.” In theſe words 

there is reference to the deſtruttion of Pharaoh and the 

Egyptians, for the ſake of 1liracl, that they might be de- 

livercd to the greateſt advantage to-themiclves, as an* 
Sexample of what: God would yet do for his church. And 

fwhcn we lee Moles and that people Tejoicing and prail- 
ing God, for his goodneſs in overthrowing and taking 

vengeance on his and their enemies, 11 ſuch a ſignal and 

dreadivl manner, we approve of it as reaſonable : For® 
it was, viewed 1d all its connexions and confequences, 

a wonderful att of Divine goodaels : Therefore it is ce- 

lebrated as ſuch z and made matter of folemn, joyful 

praiſe to God in Pla cxxxvi © To Hins that {more 

-Egyvt in their firlt-born; ſor bs mercy endur eth ſcrever, 

To Him which divided the red fea into parts, and made 

- Uract to pals through the mid(t of it ; for his mercy en- 

dureth forever : But overthrew Pharzoh and his hoſt 

in the red fea ; for &11 mercy endureth forever.” 

And if this was ſuch a remarkable inſtance of God's 
goodnels and mercy, thus to puniſh and deſtroy-Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians, far the ſake of his church, to pro- 
mote their good and happineſs; : when he could bave 
delivered them: without this deſtruction, but. not fo 
much to his glory, and their advantage ; and in this 
God made a diſplay of his glocious charaQter and intt- 
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nite goodneſs, a3 \ matter of admiratio 
to his church; and to be cetievrated TOrever, ; Than 
is equally an inſtance of his g0Gankls ; yea, an infiaft 
W1CATET 2nd more remarkable [NITANCE or Its and 
porizonad!y brighter '# f lay of his g'OriDus char i. 
ang greater matter of etc nal - joy and praiſe, ER 
nith for ever the Mmpenient enemies of his rege md 
church; this being neceflary, in order to promote mr 
higheſt good, two make their redemption molt compte 
and glorious, and raiſe them to the greateſt heigh $i 
felicity and glory. f = 
It is now to be more particularly conſidered7end 
ſhewn, How the everlaſting puniſhment of the- wit; xd 
is ſuited, and even neceſſary, to anſwer theſe ends. 77 
It has been already obſerved and ſhewn, hewitt xi 
ſuited, an] neceffary, endleſs puniſhment is 10 WAH% A 
full and moſt gl 10Us 011play of the divine char try 
10'the view of the blefled, In this will be Teen, as &9 
not be ſeen, fo clearly and to ſuch advantage, by 287.40 
ther medium, or without this, rhe ir Gaite gprea r:*(«,Y 
power and terrible majeſty of JxHovan: And at V 
Infinire Excellence and worthinat is, and his hafre F Y 
dilpleafure, his indignation and wrath, againft hn | 
his 10finite benevolence and goodneſs, to which B21 
oppoſed. The ſmoke of their torment ſhall aſcerg up. 
In the ſ1zht of the bleſſed forever and ever, and ſer; as 
a moſt clear glaſs, alwaygbefore their eyes, to giver it 
a conſtant, bright and moſt affeRing view of all th2ic. 
And all this diſplay of the Divine charafter ahd Þg 
will be in favor of tlie redeemed, and moſt entertah? 
and give the higheſt pleaſure to all who love Gad {ad 
raite /heir happineſs to ineffable heights, whoſe ſ&,Zity 
conhifts ſummarily in the knowledge and enjoymet 1 of 
God. This eternal puniſhment muſt therctore te 
ſpeakably to their advantage; and will add ſuc 
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menſe degrees of glory and happineſs to the kingdom of 
God, as inconteivably to overbalance all they will [uffer, 
who ſhall fall under this righteous puniſhment, and ren- | 
der it all, in this view and connexion, an infinite goody 
But it w:ll furcher appear, how uſeful and neceflary-che 
endleſs puniſhment of the wicked is, to the higheſt good 
and happineſs of the redeemed, and all the friends of 
God, by attending to the following particulars, 

x, The eternal exiſtence of {in, in all its horrors, acted 
cut without reſtraint, with the infinite evil” which is the 
natural and juſt con{:quence of it, taking place in the 
jght of the inhabitants of heaven, will ſerve to maniteſt 
mad illuſtrate the beauty, excellence ard worth of holt 
Meſs, and the happineſs of all holy beings ; and forever 
brighten the charaRer of God and #l] his friends, and ren- 
< | der the bleſſed uni{peakably more ſenſible of their hzp- 

+ pineſs, and of the beauty and happineſs of each other, 

4 \f | than they could be, if there were no ſuch contraſt, 

[ii It is well known, that contraries illuſtrate each other ; 
PIER # 2nd that the greateſt beauty cannot spperar to the teſt 
IHR . advantage, without a Poder; T hat Cetormity gives a luf- 

tre to beauty ; and evil- magnifies and ſweetens the 
Contrary good. This contraſt will cake place to the 

highe@ poſſible degree, and to the greateſt advantage, 
- forever, by encleſs puniſhment, and can not be with- 

Out 3t : Therefore it is neceary to the higheſt happineſs 

and glory of heaven. | 

2, The eternal puniſtkment @ the wicked, in the ſight 

of the redeemed, will ſerve, inceffantlyyto keep, freſh in 
"their view the infioite evil of fin 3 and, in the moſt effec- 

val, lively manner, teach them, #$d make them fee! 

gaeir own infinite 11] deſert, and the infinitely evil caſe © 
in which they ſhould bave been, had Ged, treated them 
according to their delerts : And ſo keep in clear and 
conſtant yiew the infinite guilt aod miſery, from which 

chey 
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they have been redeemed 1 and maintain in their 
a lively growing ſenſe of all this, There are ur; 
other ways, in which they are, and will be, taught; 
things ; but this will add great .nftruRion, which" 24 
could not have without it 3 and 1t 1s better 101 ted \|Han 
any other, to keep up their attention, and give 16M 2 
more lively, conltant, aff: Et "0g apprener Gon and}; Fm 
of them. lt is of great importance, and aeceſlary,% 
the redeemed ſhoula be unc 'er the beſt acl vanlage | 
theſe truths; in order to their glorntying (300, 
belt manner, and enjoying the higheft happineſs, 'F 
3. This is neceſſary, in order co their moſt clearly 
Ing, and celebrating, tv the higheſt degree, the gore 
pf God, his aſtoniſhi ng £4 ace anJ mercy in the) Ti 
demption, Had ther© been no fin, guile and my ; 
there could have been no iuch thing as redeeming 
and grace, ever Known, Or tho ught of, by creaty/” 
And this is great in proportion to the areatneſs Ii.the 
guilt, vileneſs, il] ceferc, and miſery of the ſinner x, 
the former cannot be known, any further than the « 
are diſcovered and ſeen ; Tygrretfore, redeeming | 
and goodneſs can be no further ſeen and celebrat W 
the redeemed, than they realize their ill deſert, ang 
Infinite guilt and miſery from which they are redes 
In the light of this only is ſeen the goodneſs and Fj 
reign grace of God to them, in their redemption {And 
in proportion to their ſight and ſenſe of this; will M 
feel and adore the goodneſs of God to the Ir 
and their hearts glow with the moſt ſincere, ſweet's-ia 
tude and joy, while they give all the praiſe agd'4# 
to God, for the diftintion made between themy21 
thoſe who, in their light, are fageyer pputrerably 0 
able z; and their enjoyment/afid ha pineſs thed 2 
gratitude and praiſe, will riſe In proportion to thei x? 
and ſenile of God's infinice, aſtoniſhing gocdvels ane 
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Rirgviſhing, ſovereign grace to them, and all the re- 
deemed. Theetore, while they behold the damned. in 
ail their fin aac awtu} mite: y, and Coomed thus to luffer 
"without end, and this will be fully io their fight, it will 
be the occalicn of cheir-1iGong proporticoably high, in 
Their cxerciſes of love and prailr, an1 in the ſweeteſt 


tevie of redeeming love @ d gi et And in them will 
be molt completely fulfilled the la't s of the proa- 
phet Iſatah : * And it ſhall come to 2's, that from one 
mew moon to another, and trom one labbaik to another, 


ſhall all 1th come to worſhip before me, 1aich rhe Lord, 
And they {hall go forth, and look upon the men that 
have traaizrefſed againſt me : For thiir worm ſhall not 
die, neither [hatl their tire be qugnched ; and they {hai 
be ao abhorring to all ficih.”” T he tohat1tancs of heaven, 
while they are worſhiping Gcd, ſhall have in full view 
the mer. that for their trantgreliions are cal! into endicts 
burnings ; and this fight will give them moſt clear and 
aftefting apprehenhtons of - the 11 hnite evit of fin, and 
the juſt deiert of it; and 1 this light: they will 2bhor 
fin and the finners $ Appreve of (ro0's t ghteous 14dge 
ments ; and. fee and adore the infinite goodneſs and 
altonithing grace, by which they are redeemed from 
this infivite depth of fin and milery ; which will ani- 
mate them in all their woffhip and praiſes, and un- 
fpeakably add th their increaling felicity, 

The apoſtle Paul fets the puniſhment of the wicked 
exactly in this light, Rom. ix.. 22, 23. * What if 
God, willing io ew bis wrath, and make bis power known, 
engurec with much lopg- ſuffering the veflels of wrath, 
fatced to deftruction : And that be might make known the 
riches of bis glory on theveſſels of mercy, which he had 
before prepared unto glory ?” Here one end of God's 
* Miewing his wrath, and making his rower known, in 
i We eternal puniſhment of-the wicked, is repreſented co 


be, that he mig ht make known the riches of his 
on the veſſels of mercy : That- is, that he might; 
this means, make known to the redeemed, the he wt 
his glor (ous grace, exerciſed towards them in their} als 
vation. | | % 

Che endleſs puniſhment of the wicked being 


= hy "gle 
Ways 1 the bn ht of the redeemed, will ſerve to may Faſt 
to them, as nothing cite cang and Keep conſtanrig;30 


7 


their view, the power, dignity, worthinefs, love 5d 
grace of th Recerany, who was able and wiling th: , 
deem them irom fuch a ſtate E in and puniſhmen&gof 
nbate gu It; and wretchedaets : Or, it will make a brhe 
and eternal diiplay of the glorious Caaratter and ifs: Jre 
worth ot the graces > | og $1 
They who iuppoſe it wo Ld not be qul} to paRyh 


fianers with everlaſti ing deſtruction, or thatit 1s incen WR-pc 
with the *4 odGnets of Grad to DU liſh rnem Fo ever, | 


redemption a very {mall and in en hiderable marterJ'} 
13 reaily, according £9 this, Te m vn from liutle "x 
evil. As it was nothing very great, to make atoneh4 
for fins which did not” deſerve infiaite. evil ; and w: 
could not be nul 11[hed with ev REG deſtruction, | EY 
nftent with the -oditite 's of God ; and which his IPs 
nels obliged him to pardon, and fo makes the inner Þ?} 
DY\, had there been 4 Redeemer, For men caanoQ> 
redeemed from evil, - which they do not delcervep):? 

waich cannot be inflited on them, conſiſtent withg > 
goodneſs of G2d, This finks and hides the char aQe:40 
a Redeemer, and at once reduces red Cempong toy ; 
little or nothing. The aRual exiſtence of ternal 4b 
ailnment, in the fight of all intelligent creatures,{ 
ferve to contute thele unworthy notions of God alles 
regempticn z and is neceſſary in order to do it mof % 
fectually, and to let the Redeemer in an iofinicely 
important and glatious i:ght forever. | F" 


nd 


greatneſs and warth, the value an preciouſneſs of his 
blood appear, in that, 'by his ſufferings and obedience 
unto death, he could atone for ſuch fans, and deliver 
from ſuch puniſbment ;, and merit and pracure pardon and 
favor tor ſuch infiacely guilty, i11 deſerving creatures. 
And the almighty power, and wondertu! condeſcention, 
love and grace of Chriſt, will appear in a moſt affefing 
light, 'in his being able and willing to pluck ſuch vile, 
_obſtinate ſianers from thoſe everlaſting burnings; and 
will, by this puniſhment, be kept in freſh remembrance, 
'and cauſe his glorious charatter and works to be more 
ad more known and c:lebratcd forever, 
And all this will be in favor of the redeemed, and 
11l add unſpeakably to their happineſs ; for the more 
glorious Chritt appears to them, the more ns dignity 
and worth come into their view, and the greater their 
redemption appears to be, and the clearer ſight they 
have of the love and grace of the Redeemer, ard the 
more indebted and obliged they are to him, -and the 
higher he is exalted in their, ſalvation ; ſo much the more 
* Dappy they muſt Ze ; and. with proportionably greater 
ſweetneſs and joy will they forever fing, © Worthy is 
the Lamb that was ſlain, and has redeemed us to God 
by his blood, to receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, 
and ftrength, and honor, and glory, and blefling, for- 
ever andever.” 
Uron THE WHOLE, it appears, from the view we haye 
bad of this ſubjeR, ſo far trom being inconliſteat with 
the goodneſs of God to puniſh finners forever, that the 
ends of divine goodnels are anſwered by this to the high- 
eſt poſſible degree, and as they could not be without it, 
or in any other Poſſible way z fo that it is utrecly incon» 
fiſtent with infinite goodneſs, not to puniſh them thus. 
- This erernal puniſhmeat reflefts ſuch_ light on the Di- 
yine Character, goverament and works, eſpzcially a 
Wi 
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work of redemption z. and makes ſuch a bright aif ſay 
of the worthineſs and grandeur of the Rederm rg 1nd 
of divine love and grace to the redeemed ; ' and is ine 
caſion of ſo much happineſs in h#aven z and: fo ge 
ſary, in» order to the higheſt glory, - and greateYin= 
crealing felicity of God's everlaſt ing kingdom ; tat, 
ſhould it c:aſe, and this fire could be eX'1, guorſhse7 
would, 1a a great meaſure, obſcure the light of - th \ #1 
and puc an ws to great part of The happineſs Bo 


eternal cio moſt contrary to nfl Ute - wild And 
g710dneſs. And however great an evii the enate 13 4 
lery of ſo many millions is, in itſelf conſidered 3 W*} ie 
being not 07 ly juſt, but the neceſſiry means of fy in 
hte glory nd hap; pineſs t0- the kingdom of God!; 2 
this view, and in cempariſon with this, it ſinks inch Þ0- 
thing, nod 's wholly abioc bed, as to the evil of wg? | 
lolt, ia the PONIIED'S & glory an] felicity, of whit 31 
is the occaſion 4 and” is, vn the whole, molt deſi 1 
and really bacomes, ia this connexion, an imp; 
good, eli:ntial to the perfection of the Divine gab 1 
ment, and the hight glory and Happineſs of God's: 
nal kingdom, How - incon{iderate and unrealog ble 
then, uſt they be, who diſbelieve the doftrine oft ad- 
leſs puniſhment, and oppoule it, 'as inconbitent with Fas 
huic goodneſs, ® b 1-8 


* Some have argued from the averſion of a tender pacent | 


or fond mother to the pain and tufferings of their child 
by bzing call iato the fire, &c, and from the defire thut © 
profeſs to have, that all men ſhould bs ſaved ; that theſe 
more goodnets, than they afcrivc to, (zod, who believe 5 
calt multitudes of his creatures i940 everizfting burnings; yn 
heace infer, that eadlels puniſhmeat is inconſiftent with 3; 
g22dncis, | 
& - 
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6-804 1- 0:2:MV; 
CONTAINING a Number of Queſtion: 


and A«ſwers, relating ts the Datrine of endleſs 
Puniſhment. 


P O N. the ſubj-R, as it has been now ſtated, the 
following queries may arile in the minds of ſome, 
which ought to- be aniwered ; And thereby the 
ruth may be made more clear, aad further confirmed, 
\ 
| [, 
If there were any weight or propriety in this way of arguing, 
it proves that C300 never <©: id, 107 ever will infi4 any rvii on 
his creatures;z as much as it does, that he will not puniſh 
them forever, It proven, for inftance, that be did not rain 
fire and brimflone. on the 1whabitants of Sodom, and cauſe 
them, both old and younps to welter in the kecneſt anguith, 
till they expired : And that be does not inflict thoſe excruti- 
ating pains and tortures on children, and others, which ten. 
der parents and friends ofren behoid with the utmott averſion, 
— diftreſs and anguiſh, And fince this way of arguing is as 
"mach- againſt #newn fatty, as it is againſt endichs puniſhment, 
it is certainly juſt as confiſlent with the exiſlence of the latter, 
as of the former ; and theretore 1s not worthy -of the leuft 
regard. And wien any pne pretends to argue in this way, 
he diſcovers hiamleif to be a very thailow reaſoner, or a ſtranger 
to uprightnefs and honeſty. Had Abraham reaſon to think 
he had- more goodneſs than his Maker, becauſe he was 
ſhocked at the propoſal of deſtroying the inhabitants of Sodom, 
and interceded for them ? 
When parents in iſrael had a diſobecient ſon, they were 
commanded to bring Ii forth into public, end witneſs 
aint him, that he might be ſtoned to death. Devr. xxi. 
18,—21. if the parenis love and tenderneſs towards their 
children, led them to refuſe to execute this law, or to lock 
upon it hard and cruel, and reiuct at the thought of baving 
one of their chi/dren put to death in this manner; had they 
reaſon to think the Cod of Lirzel ſevere and cruel, or that he 
had leſs goodneſs than thernielves ? 
- A Þcaevolemt man may wiſh and pray for-the falyation of 
all 
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[.. Twovcn it be granted, that the bleſſed viſ- ire» 
ceive g1eat advantage by the eternal deſtrudticn of: pck 
valt numbers of the human race, and there will-Us, uae 
ſpeakably more happineſs in the kingdom of God,; pan 
could be, were there po {uch puniſhment z- yet, POW ; 
it be conſiſtent with gooJncls, or even 1mpartial 387% ©, 
£5 make DArt of - the human race happys at the exz”:nſe 
of the reit, and by means” of their eternal -mift 3 £ 
Would it aot be much better for @// to bs free from as 
ſery, and have a leſs and moderate ſhare of happy 
than for ſome to be ſo very miſerable forever, "a+ 


means of the greater h2; 


mind * Would it n« 
lefs ſhare of happineſs ; 


their everlaſting miſery. Zh 

- AR; 
all thoſe whom he ſees, or that do exiſt in the world, aEtcir 
ſalvation is, in itfelf confidered, deficable, and he know? pat 
that'this is inconſiſtent with the general good : Bur if anf:e, 
or a number, ſhould be pointed out him, who deſerve-* to 
periſh; and he ſhould know that this was necefſary for the 
glory of God, and the good of his kingdom z he woul&pot 
+ nor defire that they ſhcu'd be ſaved ; unleſs hit benevgitpce 
were very impertte&,, When a king or judge condernns:;30r! 
mina! to dearth, and ſees the ſentence executed, hecgy 
is neceſſary for the public good ; is not this an-«&t of gocarrt't 
Or ſhall we think the tender mother, wite, or child &.the 
criminal, who wiſhes, and, in agonies of pity, mplortsþis 
pardon and reprieve, and cernnot bear the hought of hx. 
ecution ; to have and ſhew more benevolence atid -goodr 21s, 
than. the king or judge? And it theſe ſhou'd* boaſt ofttyerr 


», 
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benevolence, and repreſ:nt the wile and good juds 
inexorably cruel; they would appear to the friends of 
cen raptenty and the public gocd, juſt av do the advt 
or wwur /al /aivation, when they boat of this as the 
VOLENT PLAN, and repreſent the oppolers of 
uachariiable, inhumane and cruel, » 
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Anf, 1. Since they-who ſhall be miſerable forever, do 
deſerve this puniſhment; neither they, oor any other 
creature, will have any reaſon to complain, becavle they 
are thus puniſhed. Ardif God can, by executing ul- 
tice on.them, anſwer great and important ends to him- 
ſelf, bis government and kingdom, which could not be 
obtained, but muſt be forever loft, without it; and can 
render his kingdom unſpeakably more happy and glo- 
|  Sious, than ic could otherwile be ; ſurely ail rrue friends 
to God and his kingdom, who: deſire and feek the great- 
eſt good of the whole, muſt be pleaſed, and greatly re- 
wice in it. This leads to 
Aaſ. 2. Since the good of which endleſs puniſh- 
meEnc will be the m*ans, will be ſo vaſtly great, as im- 
menſely to overbalance the evil ; ſo that it will be as 
nothing compared with the good, every degree” of evil 
PIO millicns of millions of degrees of good and 

appineſs ; and there would be, on the whole, infinitely 
| Jeſs good, ſhould this puniſhment ceaſe z it muſt be the 
Gictate and Choice of infinite benevolence, thus ro puniſh, 
And that muſt be a very partial, imperteR, defective 
gocdnels, which, in this caſe, would give up the greateſt 
general good. for the ſake of an infinitely leſs good to 
fome- unworthy individuals : Such a diſpoſitioa is 
not true benevolence, but the contrary. - This has been 
obſerved before, and it is preſumed 1s evident, beyond 
a1 poſſible doubt, Theretore, , 

Anf, 23. The generous, benevolent mind, which de- 
ſires and ſeeks the greateſt good of the whole, the glory 
0: God, and the greateſt g'ory and happineſs oft his 
— Kiogdom, muſt chuſe, and te pleaſed with that juſt, 
Eternal miſery of the wicked, which is ſo neceſſary to 
 "promoge this, to the higheſt degree : And the greater 
and more generovs and benevolent the mind is, the more 
pleaſure wiil it take in fuch a plan, _ And he only, 
whole 
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who heart is contracted, | partial and ſelfiſh, andþ DN- 
lequently, an enemy to the greateſt general go ; will 
objeEt ard oppole ir. "6 
All will allow, there may be wiſdom and goodne.s in 
ſubjecting a perſon to a great degree of deſerved evily i 
order to promote his unipeakably greater good ; f-1 t 
the evil he {uffers, becomes the means of his immes fel 
greater happinels forever; and that this 1s voitly.. Ire 
ferable to nu tuffering and ryiſery. . In this caſe, m eſre, 
the miſery ſuffered 1s, on the whole, a good; it © 
the neceflary means of making him volpeakably 13 
happy, than he could have been, had he not ſul & 
For that which is the neceflary means of ſo much þ 
though iz :i/elf undeſirable and evil, 15, in this : ;>0f | 
nexion, A real good, 


ab] he commun, 6 Nevercheleſs, when ao 
lider, chat they who are mie a ſuffer jun 


u7"FY ſuffering is much ms to no ſuf] yi 
and, on the whole, becomes a great good z It ng be 
ſo in the caſe under conſideratioa. For the evit i in 
itſelf, no greater, from thoſe particular perſons fulljags 
and not others; and the A of which thoſe ſuffe) g3 
are the' means, is as great and deſirable, as if th who | 
enjoy it had themſelves been the lubjects of the hAfer= 
ings, were this poſſible, 

iI. IT- may be queried, Whether it be not ane, 4 
aad mult not be conſidered as an uobappinels, thi az 
this good cannot take place without any ſuf} 
Would not this be iofinitely better, and more agree pv 
if it were poſſible ? And ſurely this is poſſible with+; 0d. 
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If is be not; muſt not this be crofling, and the ſource 
of une finefs and regret to the infinitely good Being, and 
"xo all his benevolent friends ? - 

Anl. x; Itis certain, that God hath taken this me- 
thad*to promote the higheſt good of the univerſe; by 
ordering things fo, that a great degree of fin and ſulfer- 
io Houta exilt, in order to it, Infinite benevolence 
{is the greareft good of the whole ; therefore, If this 
© 613 be e7cRed as well, and to as great a depree, 
wire any bo or fuffering, God would have prevented 

xetce of theſe : Conſequently, all this Gn and 
;# do take place, becauſe they are neceſſary to the 

550d of the whole ; fo that it could not be ob- 

many other way, 
Al; mutt allow, tha: God will anſwer fome good end 
by all the fin and miſery in the world,” which could not 
be ſo well anfrered without them 3 or confeſs, that bis 
government on 3 mint rations are imperict and un- 
wit. Andi ine evi] chat has aftually taken place is 
defuard; an! new flatyy to anſwer 'the moſt important 
arg bet cond ; then it may be as neceflary, for the ſame 
Feat-o, that ir ſhould continue forever, to anſwer the 
fe 16,06 the higheſt degree. And that It 18 fo, and 
gi» reaton of it, has been ſhewn above, This, therefore, 
beinga known fact, cannot be diſputed. And we mey 
ken:e ta'cly conclude there is nothing uncefirable and 
elegrecableinir; yea, we are certain there is nor, If it 
be ue Greble, that the greateſt pood of the whole ſhould 
take place. - | 

Aal.2, Infinite power 1s not an ability to effect im- 

-Þ flies, or to make contraditions confiſtent : Four not 
to be able to do this, is no defect of power, as theſe are 
| Rot ihe obj: Gs of power, any more than ſourd 1s the 0b- 
L3e of fight, And there is nothing cCilagreeable in 
S 1's ; but on the” contrary; it would be undeſirable 
| thers ſhould be zoy ſuch power, were it pcflible, Ir 
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: 
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[t 1s impoſſible that a creature ſhould be made aha 
ble of eqjvying an inflaite degree of happineſs, in 1li-: 
mited duration z juſt as impoſſible - as 1t 15 :hache 
ſhould be a God. Nor can creatures be happy, 48 
lome m=-thod bz taken, and means uſed, to. make 
lo, Should any ore aſk, Why every creargre © 
made to- enjoy as great a degree of happ InC'$ His 


Creator ? And why chere are not millions of creates 
more than there are, or ever will he 2 (For (204 Canave 
create ſo many, that this queſtion may not- be af id, 


W | y. did be notCcreate more 2; And why Lhe) a\s 
aot all be thus happy, withour any way being taked;tcr 
mearis uſed to make them fo 2 And whether it wil) 2408 
bz eternally conſidered as an unhappineſs, and mat fof 
grief and regret, that all this cannot be? He mp 
anlwered, That all theſe are i their own nature abſolg 
1MP!« Mble, as they imply a contradiian ; and BY 
fors no: deſirable ; but the c ntrary. For whats 
poſſible, and 'mplies a contradiction, is £0! Pp 
fp 


: $4 


And therefore this can give no uncaſinets to'« per 
mind. 

And is mt this a ſufficieat and fatisfaRtory anfwe 
the query p opoled ? A Being of infinite power, wil 
and goodnels, carr be under no reſtraiot z andthe hit 
eſt polſibie WO od of the univerle will be elfe&tedg* <1 
ways and means that: are moſt wiſe and beſt. Tit? 
all that a perfeftly good mind. can” wiſh 22d deſty 
And therefore, there can be no poſlible- ground of 
leaſt uneaſlineſs to fuch a mind 3; bur every thing SN 
fectly fuired to giveit all the enjoymentand happlpy 
that can be delired. 

[!1, lr it be granted, that endleſs puniſhmenc whe 
nec:{Tary, and would anfwer all the goad ends whith 
have been mentioned, had there been 'no Mediator! th 
Redeemer ; yet, lince the Soa of God has, in the! ig 
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man nature, ſuffered the curſe, even that which, cons 
fidering his infinite greatneſs and dignity, is equivalent 
ro the eternal ſufferings of men ; 1» chat God may be 
juſt, and maintain and honor his own character, law 
and government, in pardoning and granting complete 
falvation to fioners, for Chriſt's ſake : And in his fuffer- 
ings may be ſeen clearly diſplayed, all thofe things that 
have been mentioned, as manifeſted in the endl-f; pu- 
niſhment of fianers : And fince the merits of Chriſt are 
as ſuffictent for the {aivation of 4/7, as of only a part of 
the human race : Since all ihis is true, it 1s queried, 
Why it is neceflary, or proper, that any of mankind 
ſhould ſuffer eternal puniſhment ? Are no: all the ends 
of ſuffering anſwered, in the ſufferings of Chriſt ? What 
peed then is there of endleſs puniſhment ? 

Anſwer. lt is granted, that the mediation and fut- 
erings of Chriſt, have ſo far anſwered the law, and the 
end of the puniſhment therein denonnecd againſt fin, 
| that God may, conſiſtent with his charafter and law, 
| Pardon and ſave every one of the human race, who be- 
lieves in Chriſt, being heartily pleated with his media» 
torial charzQer and works; as by his ſufferings for fin- 
vers, the lame, and 'as much regard and honor is paid 
to the divine charatter, law and government, as if they 
had ſuffered forever : And hereby are manifeſted the 
infinite evil of ſin, and the infinite il] deſert and miſery 
of the ſinner; and the wonderful love and grace cf 
God, &c. And therefore, in this view and ſenſe, what 
Chriſt hath Cone and ſuffered for man, 1s as ſufficient 

'* for the ſalvation of any one, as of another, and for all, 
Tx a for part of the human race. 

+ Nevertheleſs, this does not lay God under the leaf 
= obligation aCtually to fave all : And it ſtill remains for 
© his 1ofinite wiſdom and goodneſs to determine this 
' whether all ſhall be ſayed, or only part of mankind : 

| » And 
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And if but part, how great a part, and what indivica- 
als ſhall be included in that number ; ſo as ſhall jaz:4 
beſt manner, and higheſt degree, anſwer the ends, bf 
redemption, and promote the greateſt good of the wh 
And though the ſufferings of Chriſt do lay a i 
cient foundation for the ſalvation of ſinners, and m1 
a bright and gloricus diſplay of thoſe cruths which ty 
been mentioned, relating to the divine perfeCtions, If, 
ſia, &c; yet, the eternal ſufferings of ſome of thet.ye 
man-race may be aeceiſary, to make and continue at: 
nifeltation cf theſe things, to the beſt advantage, and: 
as to promote the greatelt happineſs of the bleſſed; $3 
Io all reſpects, as nece ary, as if Chriſt had not fuffet, 
neceſſary, in order to complete, or fully accompl 
the enos of Chriſt's ſuffcriags; ſo that redemprtion/yy 
Chriſt would, without -this, be very imperfect ; "Fl 
the ends of divine wildom ard goodnefs could not*he 
arlwered, if all were ſaved. And that this is really: 


cerning the ends that will be anſwered by eternal Py 
piſhineac, 1n the preceding ſetion, ® wn 
The ſufferings of Chriſt are a peculiar and ſeri $3: 
maniteſtation of the ſacredneſs of the divine law, Gyi 's 's 
batred of ſin, and the infinite evil and maligniy of:; X 
&c, A manifeſtation, which could not have beegy 
fully made, had nat Chriſt ſuff-red as he did. Newigt- * 
theleſs, the eternal ſuffcrings of ſinners are ſuiteds; fn 
miny reſpects, to inſtruct and affet creatures, as 146 
ſufferings ot Chritt alone could not; and the formerige 
neceſTiry to be joined. with the: latter, that the dilf ay. : 
and inſtruction may be moſt full and complete. F1e 
ſufferings of Chriſt were tempgrary, and ſoon over a; "z 
though they will never be torgocten, yet they cannot? Te. 2 
ſo clearly in view, as the preſcnt, conſtant, endif q 
Y erin ght: - - 
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ferings of the wicked z and the latter. will be the means 
of keeping Up a more clear and freſh view of the for- 
mer, than otherwiſe could be : AnZ at the ſame time, 
will be a conitant, eternal exhibition before their eyes, 
of the infiaite odjoulneſs and miſery of the ſinner, when 
fin has its natural and deſerved courſe and iſſue 5; which 
is ſo neceſſary, in order to a proper, full and moſt aftct- 
iog view of the power and worthineſs of Chriſt 3 the et- 
ficacy of his mediation ; the greatnels of the ſalvation 
by him, and his infinite love and grace in dying to ſave 
ſinners, &c. which has been particularly conſidered 
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F lt hence appears, that the ſufferingy of Chriſt for fin- 
ners, andthe abundant ſufficiency of his merit for their 
ſalvation, render erernal puniſhment not the leſs neceſ- 
fary, but, in all reſp*&s, more ſoz and unſpeakably 
more important and uſeful, as it is neceflary to make 
this ſalvation moſt complete and glorious, and. anſwers 
more important ends,' than nt could, had there been no 
ſalvation for Ganers by a Meciator. 

But this may be further itluſtrated by the following 

articvulars : 

#3. It all the human race were ſaved, it never could 
be ſeen, as now it will be, how exceeding perverſe and 
obftinate men are, in their fins. In the eternal deftruc- 


-tion-of men, this will be ſet in the moſt clear and con» 


vincing light. God is ufing the- greateſt variety of 
means, with men of different ages, nations, and capa- 
cities, and in different and various circumſtances, ſuited, 


BZ inthe beſt manner, to influence them, and bring thein to 
F repentance z urging them by infinitely weighty argu- 


= _ meats: and mqives, to. embrace the offered Saviour 


= (which, by the way, could not _be, in any meaſure, fo 
'- ſtrong and urgent, were there noetecnal deſtrution, for 


the dilobedicnt) and yet, in oppoſitioa to all theſe, they 
| :.cetule” 
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refuſe the offered falvation ; abuſe and- trample # 
divine love and mercy, and the Saviour biel nd. 
madly ruſh on to eternal perdition, + This will m1 
moſt bright and endleſs diſcovery of the infatu Jp 
madneſs and malignicy of fin, and the obſtinacy; 3nd 
vilteneſs of the ſinner ; which muſt have remained!'Iy | 
great meaſure out of light, and never could have: 
ſo fully known, and realized by the'ſaved, were il bre 
no awt{ul inſtances of this, who ſhall ſuff-r the &He- + 
quences of it forever, If all did believe on Chriſtt;ad 
accept of the offered falvation, ic never could have '&! 
ſo fully known, that men were obſtinate and vile ent 
ſlight this ſalvation, and- trample on Chrift, ut} 
the preateſt light and advantages ; and perſever uh 
Choole: eternal deſtruftion; rather than o mit tE-] | 
Saviour, Rt 
It is of the greateſt importance, that this ſhoulf) Dt 
ſeen forever; that the redeemed may have a co \ 
a3d increaſing ſenſe of the nature of fin, and know iifhw 
far they were from ſalvation,” notwithſtznding allfp3 
ible means and advantages ; and realize the ink; ! 
power and grace of Chrift, in their recovery ; that 
may give the glory to God, which is due to himg6: 
enjoy redeeming love and grace, in it's full exteq 
{weetnels"and glory. ; ky 
2. -1f all were ſaved, the real need, and abſolute - 
c:fity; of an atonement for fin) in order to the falvix: po 
of.meo, would not appear in ſo clear a light, as iefy 41 | 
do, .in the erernal puniſhment of the impenitent. if 
were ſaved, chey would be in ſome degree lenfibh Pos 2 
the need of this atonement : ' But it would. not appeai fo*” 
clear and certain, that there is no other poſſible way ic = 
ſalvation ; and that all'muſt have been miſerable fortiyr, 
had it not been for the atonement and redemptioff BE: 
Chriſt; as it now will, whebt- all that 'ght and 1 
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7 This atonement, through chis life, aftually periſh forever, 
7 - without any poſſible remedy. - 
3. If all mankiad were faved, the ſovereignty of divine 
- in the ſalvation of men, would not be fo mani- 
as it now will be, 

Indeed, grace or -mere favor, is in it's own nature 
ſovereign grace ; that is, it is exerciſed towards thoſe 
who have cot the leaſt claim, or deſert of it. And the 
Further a creature is from any deiert of the favor granted; 
and the more unworthy 2nd i!] dejerving he is, and the 
more he has done to provoke difpicafure and wrath, the 
if more ſovereign is the grace. And therefore, the more 
|! whe creature's ill deſert appears, the more the favor 
: " granted appears to be mere ſovereign gracez and the 
grener maniteſtation there is of the riches and glory 
W/ this. 

But this will be made to appear, in the ſtrongeſt light, 
eo the redeemed, when they behold choſe in everlaſting 
miſery, as the'r juſt and deferved portion, who are nv 
more ill deſerving than themlelves; and know that mere 
pp; g:ace bath made the diſtinQion ; ſince, had 
1 not been for this grace, they themſelves would infal- 
Ii-iy have run on to deftrudtion, and been as finful and 
micerable, as thoſe who are aQtually loſt ; norwithſtand- 
ng the offcrs of ſalvation made wo ther, and the means 
' and advantages they enjoyed. Nothing can be betcer 
- ſuited to keep this in the cleareſt view forever, than this 
anal ditinfiion, made by Civine grace, in ſaving ſome, 
| while others are given over to deſerved, everlaſting de- 
- Atruction. And without this, or were all ſaved, the 
 manifeſtarion of this, would have been comparatively 
— diik, ant very imperfect. 
From this view of the matter, it appears eaſy to ſee 
"how important and neceſſary ir is, that all ſhould nct 
be laved, ia order that the Redeemer and redemption 


might 
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might appear in their true greatneſs and ſplendor nd 
he higheſt manifeſtation of glorious, ſovereign grate” 
made in the falvation of fianers; and the greneſt L4p- 
pineſs of the ſaved promoted : Though, at the ; 
time, 1t 1s not pretended, that any are Sole to di * je 
the ends, that divine wiſdcm and goodneſs will acer, | 
by rhis diſpenſation. 

LV. Ir it be granted, chat it is neceſſary, in ory to 
reader the work of redemption. moft complete an 
rious, and the redeemed happy to the higheſt deg-ers 
that 2! ſhould net be ſaved: Yet, ir is queried, 'Y; 
there ſhould be /o few ſaved ; and almoſt ali magF 
loft, nocwithſtanding all that has been done for the {al- 
vation of men ? Surely it cannot be for the grexrefiÞjol 
of the whole, to have the moſt of- mankind deftry: 4 / 
and but few have the benefic of redemption, 2; cd 

Aanf. tz. No man is in any meaſure able to digs 
mine what number, or what proportion of the Me, 
muſt be ſaved or loſt, in order to anſwer the mo Es 
portant ends; the ends that have been mentioned t6-\be 
odbrained by endlets puniſhment, and many more WiJoh 
are now out of our fight, If we knew the exa&t;*; 
portion between” the fared and the loſt; and chat | he 
former were few, compared with che latter; this Wi 
be no more a ground of obj<tion againſt the doghzini 
of endleſs puniſhment, than if che proportion.was dirt 
ly the other way. + And to ſuppoſe; that the leſs 4he'# 3 
ber of thoſe that ſhall be puniſhed'is, {5 much the;2et- 
ter, ſeems to be giving up the doctrine of eadleſs payiſhe 
ment z and to ſuppoſe it would be, on the whotez; beſt 
to have none loſt. Though we are utterly incomprient”; 
judges in this matter, ioflaice wiſdem can determt it, 
without the poſſibility of a miſtake. God knows** hat 
proportion of the human race, even the exa& nur 
and what RE; may be ſaved; conſiſtent wit 7 - 
a gre! 
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| And he calls his diſciples a ite 
_ words ſpeaks of the then preſent time, and of what took 
© Place, at that time; and does not-ſay, that but few of 


.Ehurch ſhall always be a lituc flock :- But he has aid 
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greateſt pood cf the whole ; and how many muſt be 
puniſhed forever, in order to anſwer the beſt and moſt 
important ends, Aad all have reaſon to acquieſce in his 
di\poſa] ; and to rejoice that it will be determined by in- 
faite wiſdom and goodneſs. And all wi? regoice in this, 
who are friends to righteouſneſs, wiſdom; and benevo- 
lence; that is, friends to God, and his uncontrollable 
don:tiion, Man has ao right or ability co. judge what 
13 beſt, in this caſe; or what will. in fat be the iſſue, 
any further than God hath revealed it in his word, 
 Avl, 2, We nave no reaſon to conclude, from: the 
word-of God, that but few, or a very ſmall part. of 
mankind will be ſaved ; Bur, from, bat, there is reaſon 
£0 believe, that many more of the human race will be 
Happy, than miſerable, MIR WHT 
yt has indeed been believed by many, that the nums 

r of the redeemed will be very, ſmall, compared with 
thoſe who will periſh; partly from ſeveral. peflages of 
ſcripture; and partly from what has taken. place in the 
world kitherto ; as the church of Chriſt has been com- 
paratively very ſmall, and but few have-appeared to 
walk in the narrow way which leadeth unto life. But 
when thoſe ſcriptures, and this fat, are carefully exa- 
mined, and compared with other parts of ſcripture, it 
will doubtleſs appear, that no ſuch thing can be. infer- 
red; but the contrary. 


if _., Our Saviour ſays, * Strait is the gate, and narrow 


is the way which leadeth unto life, and ſew there be 
that find it.” _ And, ** Many are called, but few choſen.” 
flock,  Chrilt io-theſe 


mankind, compared with the whole, ſhall ever find the 
way to life, and be choſen to ſalvation z or-that his 


the 
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the contrary. | He repreſents his church by a * Grair 
of muſtard ſeed, which a man-took and ſowed it] hi 
field ; which indeed i is the leaſt of all ſeeds ; but m/ 
it'1s grown, it is the greateſt among herbs, and beca "- 
a tree ; fo that the birds of the air come and lodge” 1 
the branches thereof.” And he likens it © Uato leaf@n, 
which a woman took ead hid in three meaſures of m-al, 
eill the whole was leavened,” Denoting, that thor; 
it-was-imall in its beginning, i # 2c 
come great, and fill the world. And the ſame this is” 
repreſented in Daniel, by a ſtone cut out of the m6 ane 
tain - without hands, which became a great mount'in, 
and filed the whole earib. And the fame is ex pretzd 
in the. following words ; ** And the kingdom aad þ ru 
nion, and the greatnels of the kipgdom under the whole 
heaven, ſhall be given to the pe -ople of the ſaints of: 4 
Moſt High. The kingdoms of this' world are! Hes 
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chet,” ' 
According to this; the time 1s coming when all nayt 
ſhall be the ſervants of Chriſt, and the world ſhaligbe 
full of his people z agreeable to many other propheczes 
of the ſame thing, too many to be recited here. -**#: pd 
it ſhall com: to paſs in ihe aft days, that the mount u 
of the Lord's houſe ſhall te Rablihed | in the top a! 
mountains, and ſhall be exalted above the hilis 4\ 

all nations ſba't flow unto it, For the earth ſhall +4 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters Cove: Jhe: 
lea.” 

They who have attended well to the Bible muſb-be 
lenfible, that the tim? is yet co come in. which falviton 
by Chriſt (hall take place, as it never has yer done+5 dis 
—_ ſhall flouriſh: and fill che worlds, and SW” s 
kingdom be utterly deſtroyed-ir the-earth, And*hi $ 
happy and glorious day of ſalvation, ſhalt cootight. @ 
thouſand years, In this thouſand years of peacts 
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7 les when the people ſhall be a!! righterus, mans 
_kind will naturally propagate and mul-iply, as they 
never yet have done, and fil the whole tace of the earth ; 
fo that there will be many thouland times more living 
- In the world at one time, than there ever yet have betn. 
1+ Jr is caly tq ſhew, that in ſuch a late, many more peo- 
4! ple will exiſt in a thouſand years, than have exiſted be- 
j | fore z yea, many thouſands to one; ſuppoſing this 
| thouland years ſhall be the ſeventh thouland years of 
| the world; which ſuppoſition is agreeeble to ſcripture. 
If the greater part that live in the preceding fix thouſand 
years, do periſh; yer if all, or moſt, who ſhall exiſt 
Tun the ſeventh thouſand years, ſhall be ſaved, there will, 
Fon the whole, be many more of mankind faved, than 
loſt; yea, it may be, many thouſands co one, Burt as 
this does not fo. unmeciatcly affeft th: ſubject we are 
conlidering, it is needleſs to enlarge ypen it here. 
Taz reader has now the dottrine of endleſs puniſh- 
ment laid betcre him, as it is revealed, and abundantly 
afſerted in the wor of God : And the juſtice of this pu- 
niſhmenr, and neceſſity of ic, in order co anſwer the 
moſt important purpoſes; to render the work of re- 
dempten molt complete aad glorious, and promote the 
higheſt good and happineſs of the univerſe ; fo that it 
is accal good, and neceflary part of the moſt wiſe and 
benevolenc plan; avd therefore moſt pleaſing to infinite , 
goodneſs, and beft | ſuited to excite the joy and praiſe 
ot every benevolent mind. ® 


* And in this light may be ſeen the abſurdity of that en- 
thuftaftic harangue of Mr. "Jeremiah White, who lived in the 
laſt century, lately publiſhes in Botton { ſee Salvation for a 
min. pe. i, 2; 3: 4+} which may weil be contidered as the 
very regs of the eathuſiatm, and religious frenzy, which took 
| place, to io great, a degree, in bis day. He was himſelf fo 
pleaſed agd charmed with bis ſcheme of univerſal ſalvation, 
We: | » that 
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that in a conceit of his own ſpperior benevolence he 4 
himſelt with fanatic complacence and jy; and then exif Aims. 
© Hz 1s not a chriſtian, he is not a+ man, he hatk:Xur 
the renderneſs and bowe's of a man, he bath loft bayy:: 
iifelf, he hath nor ſo much charity a Dives expreſied.y hel), 
that cx1not cry out, I His 1s GOOD NEWS IF IT BE FE Epv®! ''F 

As Mr, White cannot now anlwer for himielf 4 higybuche 
er, who introduces this as an inflance of the aothoMinges 
nuiay, piety and benevolence; and” all the advoen-:4 tor 
temporary tutyre puniſhment, in oppoſition to endieg may 
be delired to aniwer and clear up the toilowing dillypliigs, 
which ſeem to aitend their ſcheme, 

If he who has any benevolenc:, wi!l be p'eaſed wth the 
news, that there 1s 22 luch thing as endleſs punitk* nent z 
wiil he not be glad to hear, that there is no future pu, mene 
at ail! And will he not be lorry, that there v4 ha ve ben 
& <i'] are, fo much fin and mijſeryin the world ; and 7 raft not 
this be maiter of griet io him 10 all eternity, wherever hg 
thinks of it ? And why muſt not the infinitely Beazyolent 
Miad be in the {ame way aff:ted with thats, to an -initely 
greater degree { | 

Accordingto this, it would be much bef, and mat* pleaſes 
ing to the benevolent, 10 2s no ſuch thing as fin exgmiſery 
in theuniverſe, Why then is there any ſuch thing? How 
can it be eccounted for, that they ihould take placg, under 
the al!-per/ect government of an.infinitely benevalent;;Jeing ? 

[tit be ſards Theſe have taken place.under God's,” 
men', when he was able 'o have prevented their & 
m order '© anſwer ſore gooll and important endhF 
e>u'd not be accompliſhed withont them ; ſo that it [i;-Þ0 the 
whole, belt they ſhou'd cxil?, as they have done z ja wilt 
Hae in the greatet geaersl good ; it will be then ur ;e6s it 
ſuch 2 degree of fin an1 miſery as has taken place, jd will 
take p'acz ro the end of the worid, and atier the day&* jadg= 
mear, in 2 long, thouph temporary puniſhment, be t-ce ary 
to promote the higheſt general good 3 why may nate 
puniſhment be as neceſſary, and more (o, to prone? 
highe(t poſſiv'e genera! gaod ? Whro is able to (ay, 
fay, it is not ? If any preſume to do it, let them anſ 7 what 
bas been fſa:d above, to prare the con! 'rary : And, 3 hich is 
of more importance, let theor (hzw that it is act decared wn 
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i facred writ : Or let them anſwer it to their M:ker at the laft 
day. | 

It is farther and more particularly a{ked, Why there wii! 
be any future puniſhment? What cad will this great tempo- 
zary evi' ani{wer ? 
it tit be anſwered, That this is necefFery in order to recl-im, 

- and bring to repentance, thoſe who in this hfe were ohitinates 
and perievered in rc beliion © It is tht: aſked, Wh (304 Qocs 
not, by the power ot his {picii and grace, bring x! to repens 
tance and converfion in this life? He does it itt forme 1nfitne 
ces 3 and he is equaily able 10:do it in every. inſtance, and 
briag all to cloſe with Chit in this world; Why then does 
he not do it, and cfFeftuailly prevent all that dreadtut wcene of 
Wn and miſery, which muſt toke place in a long purrthment ? 
Such 2 puniſhm-at has no more tendency © DAmng Wem fo. 
repentznce, than the means uled wiih them in. ths world ; 
; - yes, it may be mide evident, it hath not {5 miich, if any. 
And it is certain no means will effeRt it, without divine in- 
Fences; and God moſt, by this, convert them, afier ail, 
and fave them by the waſhing of regeneration, and the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoft, Why then is not this atways 
7 done in this life, if done at all; and all fuiure puniſhment 
$7 prevented ? 
| It it be ſaid, This future, temporary puniſhment 1s nece(- 

fary for God i© (he his wrath againft fin, and his juftice in 
puniſh:ng 1he ſhnner according to his deſert: And as he can 
deſerve only a temporary puniſhment ; when he bas tuffzred 
that, he will be delivered, Mr, White lays (oggething ble 
this, when he ſpeaks of ©* All the methods whith God uics 
in his ho'y and z!orious wiidom 1nd prudence, gruing way 
to the entrance of /in, and then mflaming the anguiſh of it by the 
Jaw, that he may thereby have cccalion tr glerefy buy wreth 
againit ity and Þ;r ju/lice;, and fo mike his way ts the mere g/o- 
nous Hiluftration of bis grace and love im the theſe.” This excites 
the following obſeryations and queſtions, 

1, If in delerves an endle's puniſhment, then in. order to 
God's honing his diſplealure, fo as' © 19 glorify his wrath 
Senn it, and his juſtice,” he muſt inflid ſuch a puniſhment, 
To in{& nn infinitely lefs puniſhment than the finner de- 
8 ſerves, will be fo far from gloritying the wrath and juſtice of 
" God; that it will make a contrary appearance, and lock as 
A : if 
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if frod hated fn infinitely lefs than -he 4 es; 26d hl ' kan 
does not deferve endieis puniſhment 5. and that jullice th 
tified wich ſomething ir.6niiely ſhort of it, How the 7 
God glorify his wrath againit fin, and his juice, 1 RX 
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if the [ub ws of a King 4houid | blaſoheate him; 21 yk to 


ruin his whoiec King wm; and the K 8 thoutd pu: at: im 


only by leying « tne on Q:m of exe perny 3 wou'd not theman- 
guepe of (his be, that he docked gn hus character and; 30g» 
Gom to be worth no more than one penny ; and that at thug» 


puniſh: ner! was 2 Aa ODcr expreſſion of his wrath »g5inf; the 
criminal, and 2 glorious exercite of juftice ; (his being $0 be 
deierved? Wo ated this be glory, or dijgracef 4” 

Let it be pr id then, that no ligne: Can deſerve endl pu 
piimnent, betore any thing T faid of f50d's g!orityin}- + his 
tice, by a temporary puniſhment. $ 


wrath and jy 4 
2. It hin deferves only a tempt rary puniſhmen!, thenghenf 
Wes, 


the ſinner has ſuffered this, ever. a%& much as he det 
quftice is fu'ly fatizfied, and be has no more- ill deſert,” and 
muſt, in ju//ice, be celivered, How then Goes his. delivihance 
and faivarion make a ** more g1OXIOUS iiluftration of Lipe's - 
grate and love, 1n the cloſe,” than it the creature had%#&tever 
haned, ard had not beeg puniſhed 2 Tea, is there cny p126e 
and m-rcy manifeſted in this? Surely no. For agand 
mercy 1s tavpr fhrwed to the ill Geferving ;- and noE + 4 
what juſtice requires, And if ihe finner has ſuffered 3% the 


punihment ke deferved, fo thit bis guilt and 4ll defertt ens. 
trely done away, and he has no more Of if 8 Agarscha d, 
when he was rſt created; wbat need tas he of the 0 nee 
ment of Chift, and falvation by him, any more thaniAgam 
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had before hc jinned 7 What need then was there of | 
in order to tie fatvztjon of all men, and what hind oe; ory 
will he have in the deliverance and ſalvarion of tholf who 
have (uftered all rhey deferve for their tnff _ 
Theſe queſtions and obſervations arile trom- it's heze-y uy. 
lowed od ſaid, in order to account for the fin and miſe; Nhat 
have atua'ly taken p! ce, F hat God -cou'd have pre 
their ex-[tence. but d:d rot, becauſe they are nece{fr} t 
an{wer good and important end\; This 13 allowed by-Mr. 
W hits, and LO vihes, who deny the endiets duranke” fa « 
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But there are others, who take another method to account 
for the introduAtion of fin and conſtquent mifery, and their 
continuance in the wor'd; and 10 mike this conſiſtent with 
divine goodnefr, while they deny that endleſs puniſhment is 
confiſtent with it; they day, God could not prevent fin and 
conſequent milery, coniiftent with the moral agericy and free» 
dom of man; ind therefore, in conſequence of creatures 
being made and continued tree agents, 6fi. was iniroduced, 
And as the methods taken to reclaim men in this lite are, 
In many inſtances, ineff-Qtua! ; they will be puniſhed in the 

ture ſtate, 11! they ſubmit, and obtain deliverance. 
8 This notion 1s fo inconſiftent with the bible, and contrary 
d all reaſon, that it is Gifticult to'conceive, how any man 
who has the uſe of theſe, ſhould embrace it, and reft ſatis» 
fied, The ſcriptures repreſent God as ſupreme, and infi- 
nitely abeve control, doing what he pleaſes in heaven and 
o0 earth ; zxnd having the hearts of men in his hands 
directing and turning "them as he pleaſ-sz; even turn» 
ing them from ſin to holineſs, and working in them to 
will and to do, &c, An1 that God does al this, conklent 
with their freedom and accountableneſs tor all their moral 
exerciſes and conduct. And what reaſonable man wou'd 
chbuſe to have a God, who iz at the control and beck of his 
Creaturef, not able to give them their rights, and maintain 
his o#n ſupremacy z fo that he is obliged, in a great degree, 
t© give up his domimon into their hands, and fuffer them to 
introduce that, which he wou'd with ail his heart prevent, 
were he abie | 

But not to dwell on this, which is not direftly to the pre- 
ſent purpoſe ; it is now to be irquired, Whether this ſcheme 
is in any degree lavorab's to the doctrine of the falyation of 
a'! men. 

It God con'd not prevent fin. confiftently with the freedom 
of man, how can he recover men tram fin, when they have 
once fallen under the dominion of it, and not infringe on 
their freedom ? 1! he could not keep fin out of the world, 
what evidence is there, that lie can clear the world of it, and 
put 2n end tothe rebellion, aſter it has kad ſuch a mighty 
© ſpread, and continued fo iong ? Is it not probabie z yea, even 
&. certain, that it will continue forever, not withitanding any 
& thing he can d@ ? Therefcre, it it be certain __ God 
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dors all he can to bring al! men to holineſs and happing'; | 
What evidence is there, that this will ever be effected 30 
all the means uſed with men, in this world, be not ſufficient 
to briag them to repentance, and "tis (uppoſed (30d ule; is 
beft mcans, and takes the beſt and moſt like! 'y methods, [x:.d 
"does all he can, to effect it; what evidence is there that 
wil' ever be ahic to recover all men from fin, by any mt; 
wha'foever ? I; it certain, is it probable, that any degreyf' 
length of turure puniſhment wi!l be (uſficient to effeR os 
tnce all other more” likely means fail ? This cannot ' *FÞ. 
Aad if it was cer/aia, that future puniſhment would bind 
men to repentance ; what ſecurity can there be, that 
will not re! lapſe into fin, and oblige their Maker to nd ie {- 
their puniſhment; and what end can their be of thi 
long as God cannat prevent fin, confiſtent-with the reeds; 
of his creitures ? There ca be no poſſible ſecurity zgainitfe 
and puniſh ment without end, on this plan, unleſs God ths 4 
annihilate pl the moral agents he has made, aad fo pub; 
eternal end to his moral government ! Is net this a p&Q/'s 
miſerable foundation, up>n which ta build an aſſurance; if 
the eternal happineſs of all men ? iT 
Let the advocates for the ſaivation of all men give a; 8 
and faiisfatory anſwer to all theſe queſtions, and to wEt 
has been produced againſt this doctrine in the foregoing 
ſheets ; and remove al theſe difficulties from their ſchew4. 
Or, if they cannot do this, let them give up their dangets: 
notion, and admit the beliet of endleſs puniſhment, and F& jt 
ſcheme of divine truth, ſo capſitteat with the word-of Gl, | 
and fo plainly anf/abundant!y inculcated there z which | t- 
fleas ſuch glory on the Divine charaRter and gives © rations - 
ſatisfactory account of the introduction. of ſin and milgt 3, 
under the m>& wiſe and happy government of JeHovAt;s 
and the continuance of them forever, for” the greaielt got 
of the whole ; and agaiaſt which, there can be no reate 
ble objection, 2 
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CONTAINING Hnferences from the Doc- 
trine of endleſs Puniſhment, and a proffical Im- 
provement of it, 


LT H E doAarine of endleſs puniſhment being thus 

eltabliſhed frem the holy ſcriptures, and vindi- 
cated and ſupported by reaſon ; it follows, that all 
thoſe deArines, and that experimental or praftical reli- 
gion, which are inconfiftent with this duArine, are tajſe 

d delufive, 

I If we were able ts take 8 thorough, comprehenſive 
ew of the ſubject, and examine it wichout any prequ- 
dice and darknets; it would doubtleſs be found; that 
no falfe ſcheme of religios, in doctrine of proftice, can 
Rand this teſt, and be reconciled, in all irs parts, t© 

#ht; defirine ; but that all fuch {cherwes do claſh with it; 
however 1gn01 ant of it they may be who embrace them, 
and attempt t6 blend this cottrine with thoſe that do 
really oppoſe it, © And it will appear, that ma rei 
gron, including principles and pradttice, ihe religion of 
be brvle, and that only, is, in every part,  conlittent 
with God's puniſhing the. wicked forever ; io as to bear 
a friendly aipe& to, and truly approve it. By this teſt, 
then, every doctiin= and all bearts may betried. 

Here many parcicular docrines, and different ſchemes 
of practical religion, might be brought into view, and 
examined by this teſt : Bur this will be omitted ; and 
only one general _charaRter of all falſe religiun- mention» 
ed, and.tried by this rule : That is, /e{fi/b religion, avop- 
poled” to all diſintereſted, public affefion. It is eaſy 
to ſee that feliſhneis cannot be reconciled to eternal pu- 
niſhment, on thoſe grounds, and for the reaſons, aſide 
from which, or were -it pot for then, it-would be un- 
_ Gefirable, and not reaſonable, viz. The glory of God 

and * 


Bhs 8 
WW x m_y_ 
WE ove Ge, 4 + 


[S-21793 Set; * Ny 


and the greateſt general good, As endleſs outihall 
ja ntceſlary to promote this, Gd approves of it, 
has ordained it : But #n 16:15 view, it 1s wholly oppd.rl 
to felh{hneſs : For that pays no regard to the honop of 
God, or the general good ; but fees only a p Wares: 
tereit ; Aacl cont-que 2! ly, all f: fl h rel1-:10n does (3 
pole endle is Pun; ih TIEN<, Ang 1t hence dDpears, ht 
true rel1gion contitty in that benevolence, and that pt; 
liz, difincereſted affeRion which is imph-d in it, ohh 
deſires and ſeeks the glory of God, and _-the arcatet 
public or general pocd 3 fo as to ſubordinate off + 
this, and be reconciled to 1547, and 4CQ' Teice 10 Its " 
It what it wil , which 1s beft foiied to an{ wer. this eat} 
and o-»poſes every thing, lo tar as it appear s to be a; 
poſed to this :- And- that eyery degree of that febait 
neſs, which is oppoſed to tuch b-nevolence,- is oppols. I 
to Gol, and all his infticutions and ways. = 
Il, It may be hence ioferred, that to believe any? 
teach the lalvation of all mer 1s very (1aNgerous ant: 
turtful. This appears to be ſo, as it 1s contrary to thy! 
truth, {a Clearly revealed in the facrel oracles:; Sing? 
every error, elpecially-one ſo grols, ad of tuch Magn; 
tude, mult be dargerous, and of an evii tendency. ed 
L hey w noke reit21Gus Excre ies, wil [le love LO G C1 
&c. have their foundation in a belief, rhar there 4s 8%; 
{ich thing 48 englet; GUN {nh neat, and at all manki K- 
ſhalt be bappy forever 3 tv that the belief of the Cote 
traty would put An ead ro all their love ang religion” 
are Certainly in a very dangerous way.” All their 11 
ligious att-tions, their love, hops and joy, will peri 
fore yegywhen they are made to Enow, that the wick&\ 
ſhillgo awey iaco everlatting puniſhment ; And they! 
will be found cn2mies - the true God, and his why; 
adminiſtrations, and-only :'0 be caſt intg hat ever: 
laſting fe, And all h xls, wit 3s hope of future hag: 
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pineſs 's wholly founded on a belief and confifence, that 
- none ſhall "be. miſerable, are in a moſt dangerous fiiua- 
tion. "Their truſt and 'cornfidence will periſh ; Their 
hope is as the ſpider's web, and ſhall be as the giving 
up of theghoR : This delufion How ſhots their ears, and 
- fortifies them againſt all warnings adapted to excite 
"their fears, and awaken them to fly from the wrath ro 
come; ani) has a dire& & mighty tendency to fink them 
"down into carelefinefs, and n-glett of all religion ;- and 
tO Encourage them in worldly, and vicious vratifhcations 
Sand purſuits, while they flatter themſelves, 40d fay, 
F« We ſha'l have peace, though we walk 1n the 1magyina- 
tion of our heart, ard acd Urunkennels wo thirſt.” 
Iris fo evident, from reaſon and oblervation, that 
this is crue of the deftrine, That there is ma. puniſbment 
for tbe wicked in ibe /uture flatt: Thac rot uniy wy 
who believe their pumſhmerne wilt be endiets z bur thoie 
who thick it wilt be cemporary; though it may be long 
"and dreadful, without hefiraricn prorounce the former 
a hcentious, dangerous Jeftrine ;, *® while they who hold 
the latter, ſay this has no ſuch bad rendepry, © 
Bur, -it this ſuby-& be properly cor fidsred; it will 
doubrleſs appear, that the latrer hos the lame, and zn e- 
qually bad, and darger ous terdency, with the former. 
We find that when finners are awakened to a ſenie of 
their danger and the evil caſe in which they are, 'o as to 
thiok in earneſt of refo: mation and embracing the go!- 
pel, in orcer to ſalvation ; it is always under fem. Con- 
viction and ſenſe of eng/e/s miſery, as the c:rtain conſe- 
quence ot perſiſting in 1h-ir evil ways, And if they 
can be made to believe there is no» ſuch puniſhment ; 


but that they ſhall ceitainly ve happy corel 
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* It may be adfed, that, on this princif/e,, all oaths, of 
folemn zppeals to God for ihe truth of what men fay, which 
a's 
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be thi&r charafter and condutt in this world 5 this ai 
remove their great attenrion and prefiing CONCcern ; afc: 
give them eaſe, while they go 0n- in their-ftas. * AE 
every perſon, who has been in any degree properly # 
tenrive to his eternal intereſt, and_will confulc hs ot. 
feelings, muſt own, that it is unſpeakably more dreat 
ful and alarming, to' think ,of being loſt and mile! abls 
Forever, and view himſelf in the utmoſt danger of if] 
than to ſee himſelf in danger of only a temporary py- 
niſhment. The awakened fianer, in fearful cxpectatian- 
Ka of © 
are fo neceſſary in civil goverament, are periediy uſelelt;:\ 
For he who iweareth faiſely has no judge or future judgme 
to fear or regard 3 and will be as nappy ia the furure Raty, 
ez he who fearcth a falſe oath. And no degree of unfaith 
fulneſs, deceit and unrighieoulneſs, or indulgence of any luf 
whatever, will be the leaſt driadvantage to a man, aiter "* 
teaves the body, And no fear of any evil, after dearh, I 
take place, to be the leaft reſtraint from guiting an end to hige 
awn lite, of the life of oihers; But the confident expectati : 4 
of happineſs in the other world, becomes a ſtrong induce 
ment to put himſelf, and thoſe nearly cenaeted with: him 
out of this world”: Elpecially, when worldly plat Srey 8 
and proſpets are dark and diſagreeable; that he may trev. - 
himlelf and rhem, from the evils of this life, Therefore, © 
it. were poſſible that this doctrine ſhould be reatly. believed an. | 
ſpread; would it not ſap the foundation of civil governments * 
introduce the greateſt evils in human ſociety, by the prevas” 
teace of the uareſtrained luſts of men; put an-end 10. all} 
matual confidence of men in each other ; and promote fats 
cide and murders innumerable ? According to this doatri 
the greateſt caemy of God in the world has the Qaff in hg 
own hands ; and whenever the induigence of his luſts hay: 
- readered this hte difagreeable, he may defy .the punifhings * 
hand ot his Maker, and path himſelf imo periet and'endietks; 
bappineſs, in a moment ! This is obſerved, not as an argue.” 
ment, or from the leraft drfire, that the civit power ſhould he- 
cxerted-to put a ſtop to this doctrine ; But to demonſtrare hum 
renet to be » groſs deiugun, which is pregaznt with tuck f We. 
5vils to human locie'y, aY 
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of deſtruction, as the' conſequence of the way, he hag 
taken, will expreſs the feelings of his mind, in the tul- 
lowing language. * O! If che deſtruftion which 43 like 
to be my portion were not exd/e/s, it would be tolerable 
and light, compared with being miſerable forever. -T he 
thought of this drinks up my ſpirit, and draws over 
" my foul a horrid gloom, and finking deipairy and fills 
it with anguiſh and tonure, which no:hing elſe could 
do. If i could be fure this puniſhment will ever. come 
> af end, and I be forever happy, afcer all ; this would 
De ber than ten thoufand worlds to me; and turn 
all my forrow and diltreſs into peace and joy,” - And 
fet fuch a ſtaner be perſuaded that this is true, and his 
concern,that laid him under great reftraints before, will 
ſubfide, and his-ſtrong averfion to holiaefs, and pow- 
erful, p:<Mag inclination to indulge his darling Juſte, 
and live in Ga, will hold him faſt in this courſe, with a 
great degree of ſecurity and eaſe, And he 1s never lice 
to be alarmed again, or perſuaded £9 alter his courſe, 
by all the terrors i&ey can preach to him, who tell him, 
de is in no danger of endleſs mifery, bur, let him live 
as he will, be mult be erernaily happy. T 
| © Tfcheſliaoner be told, and is made to believe, that 
; thoughhe live and die in his evil courſes, he will be 
puniſhed 


;$: It has been ſaid, That a long. tuture puniſhment, in- 
eluding- very great and terrible ſufferings, even till the fioner 
1s brought to repentance, is ſufficicat eff:Ruilly to reſtrain 
men from their wicked courſes ; yea, more effiffually, than 
| endleſs punithment ; becauſe the latter is incredible, and will 

not therefore affect the mind, But is not this faid in oppo» 
fition to the -bigheRt reaſon, and all experience ? Whether 
endleſs. puniſhment does © exceed all belicf,” let him judge 
who has peruſed the precediog inquiry. And it is eaſy to 
ſee, that the fear of a finite puniſhment muſt have unſpeal- 
ably leis influence on the ſinner, than of an endleſs one, if [1 
will have any at all, ig this caſe, on 
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puniſhed in the future ſtate, only till he is willing to 'Y 
pent z this will be no matter of terror to him, or hay: | 
the leaſt tendency to reform bim ; but the contrary 
to an amazing. degree : For he is diſpoſed to thigk' 
himſelf not very guilty and il}-deferving ;- and that ba: 
luſts and vicious courſes are in a great degree innoceB- 
and harmieis ; and therefore, that his puniſhment wi 
not be very great, "Beſides, he has ſo good an opinigt 
of himſel!, chat he has not the leaſt doubt, but he My 
be willing co repent immediately, when the preſent oz 
jets of is luſts and purtuirs thall be at an end, and B- 
can have a9 more pleafure and happin*ſs in the way 7 
fin; and coofequently, it is impoſſible to make bins 
fear any length of puniſhmeat, on this plan, 6: even. ay 
at ail; becauſe he is confident he ſhatl eſcape it all, i 
repentacce and - ſubmiſſion to Gd, - Therefore,” "th 
threatning of /uch a puniſhment, will have 'po more i 
fluence on the faner, ro awaken and reform him, the 
none'at all; while he is aſſured he ſhall have everlafh* 
ing happineſs, and ſhall ſuffer no longer than he hit; 
continue obſtinate and 1mpenitent, by 
How many millions of ſinners have there been, wit 
have quiered their fears, and encouraged themſelves 
g0 00 in vicious courſes,” by preſuming, that in - the 
laſt moments they would repent and cry for mercy? 
they did not do it before ; ard that they ſhould.-che 
Fad favor with God, when they could enjoy the pls 
fures of hn no longer ? And. it this preſumption bas; 

en ſuch encouragement to continue in {1n, when t "of 
had no ſecurity "that they ſhould have opportunity: 
repent, or afſurance that God would then regard them; | 
in their laſt moments they ſhould cry to him for merezz; * 
How much more encouragement to licentiovuſneſs is g5 » 
en to finners, by affuring them from the word of £f 
that they iha}l be eternally happy, be they as tes of : 
| L hy. 
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they will, in this life z and that they ſhall not ſuffer a 
minute longer than they continue 3:npentent zand hall 
have as good and better opportunity to repent and cry 
For mecey, in the ocher worle, than they have hyre, as they 
- will not have the {ame tempting objects and allurements 
20 fin, nor can have any pleaſure or advantage by it; and 
Ar can never be too late to repent ? 

This being the caſe, it is no wonder it is con- 
Armed by iaRt and experience. Where is the perſon, 
Wyo has been awzakened,.and reformed from a covrle of 
Jin, by being e019, thar if be did not repent and reform 
an this life ; though he muſt after ali be etenally happy; 
"yet, he ſhould be puniſhed in the orber world, till he 
waswilling to repent and be happy ? It is preſumed no 
Juch -perſon is to be found, nor can the argument be 
; Li up, ti fome imflances tothe contrary are produced : 

ſpecially, fince there are ſo-many inſtances, on che ather 
fide, to confirm it. Who are the perfors that ace moſt 
pleaſed with the doftrin® of uiverfal falyition, and for- 
-wardeſt co embrace it ? The moſt {yber, virtuous, benevo- 

Jent people, or they who.are at the greateſt diſtance from 

all tms? And what improvement is eyideatly made of 

it ty mulcicodes ? Is it got to fatier and confirm them 
{ In licentiouſneſs ? Is it not peculiarly ſuited to this cor- 
:rupt age ? And does it not promiſe <6 promote, as far as 
- it Hall iprear', atorrent of libertiniſm, in the praftice of all 
manner of vice and wick:&n-(s ? Every ferivus, attentive 
perion will eafily Cecire chete queſtions. 

How can that doftrice be agreeable to. the goſpel, 

.reprelenred by Chili and the inſpired writers, as not 

\ Juiced ro pleaſe wickee men ; but to excite their dGile 

picalure. and hatred; which 'is ſo very agreeable to 

wicked m-n and infideis row ; fo that they will rather 

| Ferwunce the bikle and curn Deiſts, than give it up ? 

urea, all open enemies to the ſacred oratles, if they be- 
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lieve a future ſtate, arc 1:40; 16 the Lo, ; 
verial happineſs. if 


Cana that dodrine be. acr-; [to CH 
fieg to the devil, which is (6 1 
in-this warlkd, and has ſuch mac 
and corhra them in thei: © | 

HI. Is che light of ecroal runth ieont, ne! 
molt affecting fight of the awtvi'y 44149 
treme!ly miloravle and wreiched fate G! ail tho: 
are in their iImpenitence, going the broad wif tel 
leads to this deſtruftion : And hence lears, waat tenſ*® 
concern, and. bowels of compaſſion ought tojiy 
exerciſed rowards them z; and the reaſonablenets FF 
being ready and engaged to take 21 pofiiole pate, Hat 
ule-all proper means, that they may bs plucxc 2M 
brands trom everlaſting bucaings. FP 

There are many. inſtances of great temporary ca'a2; 
ty and wretchedaneſs, in this world, which reader Fils! 
ſons . obj*Rs. of molt ſenſible compaſſion, SurtH 
ſtances of miſery. often moved the compaſſion-of 7 


PP 


wrought many miracles for their relief. 
ſery is nothing to that now in view, All the evith 

men ever did, or can ſuff-r, in this werid, bears>7; 
proportion to: the evil caſe of one ſinner, who is $1 
into hell; from whence he cannot be delivered, io I) o 
as God ſhall exiſt. This evy, iadeed, is aot yer 25a» 
ally come upon them ; but they are in the utmoſt (tn- 
ger of it, and will ſoon have ic faxed upon them forg®; 
ualeſs, by ſome means, they caa be recuvered tn 
their preſent courſe. Thais caſe then, above all ot! 
calls for the compaſſion ef the benevolent z; and 18 FF: 
ſuited to raiſe it to the greateſt height, and animaty- 
the moſt earneſt and unwearied endeavours, to. rev® 
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$ cited, by ſeeing men ip this caſe, which cauſed * great 
heavineis, and cuntinual ſorrow in bis heart z 77 and en- 
gaged him co © warn every. one night and day with 
| tcais,” and made him willing to do and ſuffer any 
| WW. thing, © 1f &y any mean; he might ſave-ſome; ”-and led 
MT him even to. with himielf accurfſcd- from Chrift, 1f-this 
Ipizht effect the lalvavon of his brethren the Jews. 
lt is owing (0 unbelict, and great ſtupidity and ſenſe- 
liek, reſpehtiog eternal puriſhment, that they who 
We txpoſed co it, (o that nothing but the render thread 
of lile, hable co break evecy minute, holds them up 
from this deſtruction, can make themſelves ealy, and 
feel {9 {ccure; and dornot lameat and weep, and turn 
their laughter in:9 mourning, and their juy into heavi- 
neſs; and fall into the greateſt diſtrels and horror. 
And what but an awful degree of chis fame ſtupidity, 
Can be the reaſon, that the benevolent friends of mankind 
are not more _alteted with the miſery of the wicked; 
| and lolicle moved with compaſſion, while they are daily 
furrounded by ſuch infinitely miſerable objeRts 3" ahd 
are ES geo! of means, that might be uſed for their 
rel; 
. Who can fully expreſs the unreaſanableneſs and folly 
of exerciling great concern and anxiety about temporal 
calamities.; aad raking much pains to prevent their 
*CEmIng Gn near relations and friends, or deliver them 
tiom thoſe which are upon them ; while there is not the 
Jealt concern, © nor any pains taken, to deliver them 
irom ivfnitely greater evil, even eternal deftruftion, 
is there not a great degree of practical denial- of the 
Cocttiae of eternal puniſhment, among profefling chril. 
fians z While tkey feel and expreſs no moretender con- 
'<£&74, and compaſſion for linners, who are in ſuch emi. 
T.<at Canger of this puniſhment, if it be a reality ; and 
Us Bp Evie mans t9 reclaim and fave them. ? How 
| cughc 
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eught they to "put on bowels of mercics and k: indows 
towards them, and treat them with the greareſt I, 
tenderneſs and compaſſion, parience and longfufferizol, 
while they are taking the mott hkely methods for.t ©: x 
help ? Tt Chriſtians were” thoroughly attentive to th 
da did expreſs their compaſſion for ſinners, .in all pt. 
per ways, it would remove one argument many cre 
they have, ihar there is no ſuch puoiſh: nent; V1g.. B74 
Chriſtians themſelves do not appear really-to bel! eve 
while they proteſts to do it : And it weuld trend ro mare 
eternal mifory m'reof a realliry tathem, and to git "gi 
attention, and affect their hearts, 
How unbecoming the profeſſion of Chriſtians fs 
be unamoved and native in this caſe ! Eſpeci aye. 
converſe and condudt {o gas tends to prevent the nal. 
tion of athers, 4nd deftroy them forever ! Inſtead of vep 
with Chriſt,” and” gathering with him ; they are agatat 
bum, and doing the work of the great deſtroyer of fo | ; 
And how gvilry muſt the miniiters of the ac lpel aff 
parents be ; what an unbetomi ing and monffroathy era 
part do they act, when, inſtead of fairhfulneſs and HEp-> 
volence to the fouls immediately under their care, the: 
ſpeak and conda@, in a manner which teads 10 their —_ 
nal ruta, and fo becoine their deſtroyers !. Theſe t | 
only imirate the drfiroyer ,, but their {11- in. defl 
ſouls. forever, 'is, in many refpects, much more 


vated, than his. b 
IV. Tars fubjet will be cloſet with the fo "= 
ing addreſs : : 


FixsT, To thaſe who have been by toms met 
ted into a di{b lief of the do4t ine of te is Yw 
ment; and thole who are in doubt 2Goaut tis; nd 
| _- not yer determine, whether there will be aye! fuch Ad 
niſhment or not, . H., 
It any cf cither of tieſe, have read the fragt; gs 
Y: Wt 
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ſheere, ard hall be diſpoſed Nill to read on x they are 
defired ferivuſly to confider, whether the deRrine of e> 
ternal puniſhment [3 not as clearly revealed, and vs well 
ſupported by ſcriprure and reaſon, as any truth what- 
foever ; and what dangeruus preſumption it is © reject 
It, vari chey can find a full and farisfaftory anfwer co 
the ſcriptures and arguments, which have been-adcuced 
in favor of it. And ſuch muſt be warned of the'dacger 
of rej<Ring' this duttrige, throvyh prejudice z/ and "a 
fond incl-nation and defire, that the contrary deftrin? 
hovuld be true, In this view, they -are inrreated to 
Salider the tollowing things. 
# x. The ſcriprores repreient the truth there revealed, 
s diſagreeable co wicked men ; avd that, for this rea- 
fon, they ate diſpoled 'ro dill ke and rejeRt (it, Ovr 
Saviour ſays, ** Every one that doth evil, hateth the 
light, neither  comerh” to the light, leſt his "deeds 
© | - ſhould be reproved.” And fuch are reprefented as 
|! * (laying to the icers,; See wet; and 10 the prophets, Pro- 
| | "phely not unto us right tnings, ſpeak unto us SMOOTH 
THINGS, propheſy gecer's, cauſ- the holy one of Liracl 
- to ceale from before us.” The Divine charater is 
difagrevable ro them. Therefure, "when the prophets 
pheſied talfely, the degenerate people loved io bave 
31 jo, and greecily embraced rhe delution, 
You who are conicious you are yet in your fins; that 
| your hearts and practice are nt conformable to the 
| diftaces of reaſon and word of Gud, ought not to con- 
| elude any Jottrine to be wrong, becauſe it is not agree 
able to your way of thinking, and is diſpleaſing to 
| | your inclinations and hearts. You muſt be cautioned, 
| and warned of your danger, in the caſe before us. 
{© What it you ſhould, through the ſinful prejudice and 
| 1 evil bias of your mincs, form your hopes of eternal 
happineſs upon the tond conceit that none will be miſe- 
. table 
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reble oreyer; ahd when it ſhall be too late, find your: (el "Y" 
miltaKen, and be piunged into that very endleſs miſe* 
which you, was perſuaded had no exiſtence; and "I's! 


even ridiculed thoſe who aſſerted -it ! Take heed left 
awtu! diſappointment, this infiniie.evil, come upon you ! ” 
2, The firſt lie that was told in this world, was it 
words of Satan, the father of licz, to our morher Low: ++7J 
SHALL WOT SURELY DIE,” in order to induce her to 651 
aguinit (God, and/ruin herſelf, And he has been propagatig 
this lic and deception, among mankind; ever fiace ; 5; 
which men have flattered themſelves, that they ſhould h1 & 
peace, though they walked after the evil inclinations of thy rc 
own hearts 4 and it bas proved the ruin of multitudes. Ys 
have you not reaſon to tear; yes, may you not- be ceriyicis 
when it is aſſerted, that no man ſhall periſh forever, tor #7 
fin he-can commit mn this life, though ke obſtinateiy pet 
in it till death ; but, ootwithſtanding all poſſible rebe; legs 
ſha'l be happy torever; this is the (ame lie, revived and piety | 
pagated by Satang and thoſe unhappy perſons, who are 1k 'n 
in his ſnare ? It certainly Jooks juſt like it ; And are F 
willing to be token in ſuch a ſnare, and periſh forever ? > 
, The ſacred oracles repreſent wicked men as inclin.;d 
to Antec the mſelves, that evil will not come upon thza, 
when they are upon the brink of deftrucion. Pal. 6. 
« The wicked hath faid in his heart, { ſhall not be remove: 
for | ſhall never be in adverfity.” Iſai, xxviii. 5. ** Becs: 
e have ſaid, We have made a covenant with death, a; 
with hell are we at agreement z when the overflowing ſcog 4 - 
ſhall paſs through, it ſhall not come unto us.” Dev, xxix#! 
19, ** Left there ſhould be among you xz roor that bez 
gall and wormwoody and it come to paſs when bs btarets; 
words: of this curſe, that he bleſs himſelf in his heart, EY 
1 fhall have peace, though 1 walk in the imagination of mine beth. ts 
add drunkenneſs ts thirſt,” 1 Thetſ, v, 3. ** For when they xl 
ſay, Prace and ſafety; then ſudden deſtruction» - com, 
upon them, zad they (hall not eſcape.” This is the naggal 
attendant of fin, thus to blind and delude the finner nd 
lead him to flatter himſeif, that he ſhall eſcape the evil oh 
is haſtening vpon him. And it you begin. to loſe the bars 
of fature puoiſhment, which perhaps you once had, aney, 


think, and grow confident, that you ſhall lays peace a; 
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ternal life, tho' you walk after the imagination of your own 
heart, ard indulge every luſt, have you not reaſon to think 
you are an inftance of this very felf-flartery and deluſion, dee 
ſcribed in the ſcriptures now cited ? It this be not the very 
thing, what can it be ? Awake, and tremble, © finner, for 
verily, Thou art the man / 

& Fhet charaQter of falſe prophets, in the ſcripture, is, that they 
finer mea in their fins, and propheſy ſmooth ihingty promif. 
F ing peace and ſafery to men, when deftryQion is coming upon 
them; And, on the contrary, the true prophets deciare& there 
was 90 peace !0 the wicked, and denounced evil and Cerian de» 
| fruttion which was coming apon them, unle(s they Fepented : 
| And this recommended the former to the multitudes #ho ca» 
efſſed aud ſpore well of-therm-; and at the ſame time rendered 
The la'ter difagrecable, and brought upon them hatred and il1 
Men: ment, 

» This obſervation might be i\|uttrated by referring to a great 
" number of particular paſſages of ſcripture, — ————— hg 
atteniire reader of the bible muſt be fenfible of this, 
Only the following will be recited now, Jer. xxiii. 16, 17. 
« "Thus fart the Lord of h Ifts, Hearken not unto the wods 
of the prophets that prophely unto you z they make you vain. 
They fay fil} unto them that deſpiſe me, The Lord haih 
ſaid, 17; ſail have prace + And they fay unto every ane that 
walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No evil /bail 
come upon you.” Exck. xiii. 10. | Of falſe prophets it is (aid, 
«* They have ſeduc-d my peop'e, laying, Peace, and there 
was no peace.” Ver, 22, * With lies ye have ſtrengthened 
"the hands of the wicked, that he ſhou!d not turn from his 
wicked way, by promiſing bim Liv £.” 
+ Let thoſe who are now addiefied, ſeriouſly confider, whe » 
"ther they who promiſe erernal happineſs to you, whatever 
be your charafter in this world ; ſo that you cannot mifs of 
— It by any courſe of fin whatever, do not take upon them the 
 wery character which the bible gives of falſe prophets : And 
whether they, who, on the contrary, hold forth endleſs de- 
" firuRtion, 'as the certain portion of the impenitent finner ; 
and thoſe other doctrines which ere connected with this, and 
. are fo diſagreeable to wicked men in general, do not appear 
in the character of rue prophets and teachers, And whether, 
by embracing the former, and rejeQing and hating the lat» 
-- G7, 
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ter, you will not act juſt as thoſe deluded, wicked mitt did, 
who we'e picaled with the prophets who preached ptr:e' 10 
them, and hated and perſecuted thoſe of the comm, cha- 
racter, Ss: 

Be entreated to think of ti 1s, as YOu vaiue your TA fouls; 
and would not be flattercd to your eternal rain; Thich : at it, 
with an unprezudiced, honeft mind? until you are able, '» give 
a rational, tatzfactory anifwer : And is it poſſible i&chould 
be in the negative ? . 

5. When all the evidence from ſcripture, ſuppb#; £d by 
reaion, which has been produced ; together with 3 pre- 
ceding oblervations, ars honeſtly conſidered and wit jhed'; 
" it poliivic that any ones the wid be abie-to ftand bv, and 
lay, **1 am abalutely cerigin, that al mankied” will | 5þ-2 eter - 
naiity happy ; and that he Fands on a fare ard mrota Nils | 
wihc his no other ground but this, t@ build his aft [F; ce | 
everlaſting ite upon?” 1: you cannot. do "is, 21 v3 Core 
tainly cannot, anleſs your delufion bes remarkably rs] 

muſt own you are far from being abſoiute'y cer aing : bai ell 
ſha!ll be h appy ; then why will you adhere © this, 1 graft 
in luch an uncertainty for ſalvation, however provi ic you 
may think the doctrine to be; und negletthe only? 
which you may be ab/olutgly certain, and buildion 
ſure ground ? 5 

God hath laid in Zion @ ſure foundation, 2 tried. *Crecious 
corner ſtane ; and whoſoever bclieveth on him, ſhaks not be 
aſhamed of his hope, ſhall never be deftroyed, Hyzs'is the 
moſt pertect ſecurity, eftebliſhed by innumerable erp pro- 
miſes, made- by him who cannot lie; He who behiq eih of 
Chcift, with that faith which implies-love - and- obet};'nce- tc 
him, ſha!l not periſh, bur have everlaſting life. WOW 
reaſonably do you at; of what folly and macneſt' we you 
guilry, it you neglect and refuſe this great and fure vation 
which is offered to you ; and you may be ablolutel $3 re ye 
ſhall have everlaſting lie, if you will sccepr of it x;) 
to that which, at moſt, is no more than probable;?; 
fail you, after all! This is negleRting a certainty, ft T 
of an uncertainty, at beſt, in an affair of the higheRxhoment 
Buch conduRt would be thought madneſs in- any * mporat, 
worldly matter z why then will you be guilty obs, whet 
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is no probability that ſuch folly and infatuation will end wel! ; 
bur a certainty, that it you take this covrie, 2nd 'neglea 
Chriſt and the great ſalvation now, you cannot eſcape ever» 
lafling deftruton, trom the preſence of the Lord and ihe 
wiory of his power, ** New conſider this, ye thit forget God, 
left he tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver.” 
SECONDLY, This addreſs turns to thoſs whe profeſs 10 bee 
Jieve the doctrine of endleſs puniſhment ; xnd Know they are 
* not Chriftians ; who own themſelves to be conftantly expe- 
ſed 1o everlaſting defliruction 3 and that this muft be their 
portion, if they ſhou!'d die while in their preſert (tate: And 
yet, are in a great meaſure ſecure and eaſy, white they are 
S negleRing the great ſalvation ; and many of them go on in 
Soen and unreſtrained wickedneſs, 
Dear, infatuated fouls, how can your-be inſenſfible, if 
ou wil! think ſeriouſly a minute, that you afe in » moſt dar» 
gerous, wreiched caſe, which cails for the pity of all the ben«- 
$ -volent;, and their earneſt prayers, and friendiy endeaveurs tor 
$3 your relief? And though all of this kind, has hitherto had 
£73 no apparent ſucceſs; yet the attempt "muſt be reperted; and 
you are to be reproved, rebuked and exhorted, with nj} ten- 
derneſs, longſufering and dactrine, or inftructtyn, if peradven- 
tare God will give you repentance z; «nd ,you may tecover 
 Yourſelves out of the ſnare of the devil, who are token cap= 
tive by him at his, will, Think not them your enemies who 
tell you the truth,,whatever diſagrecable and painful teelings 
it may give you. ©" 
| Be entrented, as you love your own ſouls, rot to hearken - 
© the infinuations of thoſe, who would perſuade you there is 
no ſuch dreadful evilas endleſs puniſhment 10 fear, There 
are ſuch, and many are greedily ſwallowing the bait, and 
| caught faſt in the fatal ſpare; from which it is much 10 be 
feared they will neverbe recovered. ' You are not cout of dan- 
ger. Take heed to yourſelves, left you ſhou'd be induced to 
eve this fatal lie, by thoſe who, with a!l their cunning 
ereftineſs, he in wait to deceive, For white they promiſe 
yo! peace, hberty and eternal life,—-—they themſelves 
mult pefiſh forever in their own deluſion, unleſs they 
repent and believe on Chrifl, before they leave this 
world, 
Attend to the evidence there is, from the holy 11 0 th 
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of the certainty of endleſs puniſhment z and think of is; till 
your mints are effabliſhed in the truth, and it becomnt+. n 
reaity 19 you, Be perfurded to meditate much upon the 
dreadiulneſs of this puniſhmerit. Tou may be (ure your? an- 
4 " 6 #*% 4 - tb 
not imagine it to be greater than it will be, of concemt-+ of 
the thouſrndth part of the dreadfulneſs of ir, Think - & 


tut: de(pair of deliverance, or the leaſt mitigation of pus;1h- 
ment 0 all eternity | Never, never, to have another ag*- 


which wi'l be poured jn upon you from every quarter, 1: 
you know you have nga friend in the univerſe to help of wjity 
you ;. under the a; and moſt (-nſible trowns and cunt- of 
the in finitely terfible Tehovah, who will live forever andiyer 
to puniſh you ; your thoughts ſwiftly, and ir;ifiltibly runs ng. 
forward, and fixing on eternal, endicfs durution; and the Me: Ir'S 
you dwell on this, the bigher will your miſery” and} 40» 
puiſh ariſe : Atthe ſame tims, with the Keeneſt remorie; 
fl:Aivg that you bave brought ,your ſelves to this infil}; ly: 
dreadtul en, by your own amazing folly, by conlithaSly, 
through your whole life, rejecting the offers of pardorF.:jnd 
ſalvation. kindly made to you, and urged upon you, -by ihe. 
iofinitely benevolent Saviour, Thioak of all this, and m:ich 
more, which, by ſeriouſly attending t6 the -repreſentzion 
given in ſcriprure of future puniſhment, will naturali:be 
lugxeſted to. your mind. _ 
Don't forget a moment, in what an infiaitely dangt:pus 
firuyntion you are : On the brink of the bottomleſs pit, W: ere 
are everlaſting burnings; having nothing to ſecure, you-f..om 
ſinking down to hell, being held our of it, only by the;33nd 
of him whoſe goodneſs you are abuſing, ' and whom yotFpare 
; ' | FS 
conſtantly provoking, in = manner dreadful to think of; 9 
it can'c be fu!ly conceived, to let you fink forever : Ank' by 
this be warned to fly trom ihe wraih to come. © 
And remember, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the niThiy 
glorious Redeemer, now invites you to look unto himg=ihat 
you may be ſaved from this infinitely dre>dfuly-rever ting 


deftruQtion, and you zre called and commanded to repeEt and 


come unto him, that you may have cetera! lite; —_ gs 
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therefore be altogether your own inexcuſable fault, if you 
periſh by refuling to obey his call : Ard your rejecting him, 
and i5us going to hell, will neceflarily render your puniſh» 
meat inexprefſivly greater and more dreadiu!l, than = woutd 
be,.if there had been no Saviour, 2nd you never had fuch an 
offer. Why then will you not now believe on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, 8nd be ſaved ? 
How ſhocking is the fight of a'! openly vicious perions : 
'T he uorighteout and oppreſior The evi! ſpeaker and con» 
Lentiout— The atultcrer, fornicator, and all lewd, obicene 
peiions. The drunkard, and all lizrs, Theſe (hall not inke- 
rit_ the Kiogdom of Gud ; but muſt have their part in the 
laze which burneth with fire and brimftone, unleſs they ' r6- 
etits Q 
E And what will become of all thoſe who refuſe 16 pay any 
egard to God, to-religion, and divine inftitutioos i Who 
"wholly neg/et the bible, dilregard the ſabbaih, and al! ihe 
ordinances of Chriſt ; who relirain prayer, and will pot call 
upon God? The Lord will come in a day when they look 
not for him, and at an hour when they think not, and will cut 
them aſunder, and appoint them their portion with anbe/igver sy 
where ſhall be endleſs weeping. wailing and gnaſhing of tecth, 
T here are multitudes among us, and the number is in- 
crealing, who not only tike the ſacred name of their Maker 
an vain ; . but trifle and ſport with that which is above all 
things dreadful, carnal damnation, They . will not only wiſh 
Gamnation to others, but damn their own ſouls #nd bodies, 
. or cail upon God to damn ther, many bundreds of times in 
a day. It is not probable any of theſe will read this ; but it is 
carneſtly to be defired, that by ſome means, the reality and 
amazing dreadfulneſs of damnation might ſo impreſs their 
amindr, as effeQually to prevent their ever uttering another 
protane curle ; and they be made ſenſible of their afoniſhing 
Rupidity, impiety and wickedneſs, in thus curſing themſelves 
and others ; by which they treaſure up wrath againſt the day 
of wrath ; and by every ſuch curſe add to their eternal miſery, 
when their curſing will become a reality, and powr into their 
ewn bowels die water, and inte their bones like oil, if their repent» 
ance do pot prevent. - 
-T here are others, who for the ſake of ſome ſenſual, mo- 
Wevniacry gratification, or the vain amuſements and ſellies of 
s this 
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this life, are giving up their eternal happineſs, and bak 
themſelves into endicis deftrution. O, that they woule: 
tend and hearken to the kind warning and advice giver. 10 
them by Chriſt ! 4 If thy /hand or foot offend thee, cut tim 
off ; or if thine 6&ye offcad thee (i. e, caule thee to offenyi; pr. 
fall) pluck it out, and caft it from thee ©: It is better: fort Lee 
to enter into life halt or maimed, or with one eye, than +44 
ng two hands or two feet, or twa eyes, to be calt into 
into the fire thet never ſhall be q1 aenched ; where their m3 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” $1 
How many worldly minded perſons nre there, who for: 
ſake of the purſuit, or the poſſciſimn and-enjoyments oft; 
world, are every day felliog their ſouls, and giving the 1 
to be tormented forever. Let ſuch confider. what they. 4 
doing, of what inexpreſſtvle foily and madnel(s they are "4; 
by realizing what it is to be {6}, 10 go away into everis$#*+ 

puniſh: nent ; and Jet them attend to the awakening F- 
of Chriſt, * What is a man profited, if he ſhall gain *h 2 
whole world and loſe his own ſoul? Or what ſhall a © 
give in exchange for his ſoul ?” = 
Others there are, who having been reſtrained from vf 
[ groſs open vices which they ſee prachied by many, and | bet | 
inſenlibie of the vile nature and il! deſert of af? fy and Pet 7 

rant of the wickedneſs of their own hearts ; think they on 
deſerve to be phaiſhed forever, and therefore arc confi 3 
they are in no danger of this dreadful evil And others > % ” 
pend on their Drayers and {uppoſed good works ; hi0-. j 

them ſo deſerving, as to be {ullicient to ſecure them from; 
ture puniſhment, All theſe would be ſenſible of their mi £4 4 'n 
. and delufion, cid they underſtand and believe wat 1s ſaid; if 
ſ Chriſt, ©* Neither'is there (ſalvation in any other : For Sr © 
| is no other name under heaven given among mens mT 

ws muft be ſaved,” Or did they attend: to the divine? 
and let that comes to their confciences and hearts, in is. b” 

meaniag and (trictneſs, curing every one who con! inuerhe-þ 
1a all things written and cequiced therein ; for -by this; Gr 

fins which are-now hid from them, would revive, are: + 
their vain hopes forever _ Co 2 
[a ſum, whatever bs the different circumſtances and + 
Ldat OT 'n this life, if they be not rea! a acre 
e in dazger of eternal &c; aad if they dic in their pe 
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fate and character, will be puniſhed with everlaſting de- 
firucion from the preſence of the Lord, and the glory Gt his 
wer. For the Redeemer himſelt hath ſaid, nad it cannot 
be reverſed, but will be verifi-d in all, + He that beheveth 
[the goſpel] and is baptiſed, ſhall be ſaved ; BUT HE THAT 
BELIEVETH NOT, SHALL BE DAMNED, AMEN, 


«* He that has cars to hear, let him hear.” 
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The Reader it deſired to corre? the follewing Errors of the Proſt. 
Page '58, line 18, read renders. 

P. 7&4, |- 7, from the buitom, read net, 

P. 75, in the Note, |. 9. read comes, 

P. 77, 1» 5, from bot, tor in reac. on, 

P. v5, l, 2, tr. b, read /pirits of devils. 

P. 104, }; 2t, the ecemma «tier imply, ſhould be after i, 
P. I09, l, &» fr, b, read ſufficient, 

P. $17, l. ts, for any rcav 4% 

P.138, !. 11, from bot; read (hould bs, 

P, 155. l, 20, read bicomes, 
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